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PREFACE 

TnE increuaing iutcrest mnnifcstcd during recent years in the history and 
craft of Pewter-making, nod the development of a. taste for collecting 
examples of whnt is unfortunately n lost nrt, hns induced me to essay 
this work. This book deals more purticulnrly with Scottish Pewter-ware, 
nnd the history connected with the craft of the Pewterer in Scotland. 

Unfortunately, tho materials for n connected history of the Industry 
nnd Art of Powter-mnkiug in Scotland nro but frngmentnry. The 
Records of the vnrious Incorporations of Ifommermen, to which bodies 
the Pewterers belonged, nncl which arc probably the most important 
sources of informntiou, nre, in mnuy cases, ultogether missing, or existing 
in n more or less frngmentnry nnd unsntisfnctory condition. 

\Vhilo it is thus frequently impossible to spenk on some points with 
certainty, it is yet possible, with the materials nvailnble, to construct 
either Ly inference or from extraneous sources, n fairly connected nnd 
reliable account. 

In order to understnncl the general conditions under which the 
Pcwtercrs ns n ernft Jived nnd worked, it hns been considered necessary 
to include to some ext-cnt the general history of the various lmmmermcn 
bodies, oven nt tho risk of encroaching upon ground already traversed by 
somo other writers, but this hns been done as briefly n.s consistent with 
clcnrness. 

'rhis work is primnrily designed rnther for tho collector thnn for the 
ordinary render ; and although the more purely historical chapters may 
possess nn interest for tho general render, apart from the special subject, 
the other portions of tho book presuppose u. certain technical knowledge 
upon the subject of Pewter-ware, such ns n collector would naturally 
possess. 

I nm only too conscious of the shortcomings of this work, but can 
at lenat plead thnt I ha.ve honestly cn<lcnvoured, nt the sacrifice of much 
time nnd labour, to piece together n work which may both be of some 
value to collectors noel of some real historical interest. 
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Vl PREFACE 

I have to express my grateful thanks to. many corre�pondc�ts nn<l 
collectors tbrou"hout the country for information upon v ar10us pomts, or 
for kind permi;ion to inspect their collections, ns well as to the office
bearers of the various Hnmmcrmen Incorporations, and to tho�e gentlemen 
who have the records of these bodies in their keeping, and who hnve 
given me every facility to inspect such records. For permission to 
obtain many of the photographs which illustrate this work, I have to thank those at the head of the various museums, who h ave shown meeYery courtesy, nnd given me every facility for obtniuing the same. I nm further indebted to tho proprietors of" 1'/w Connoisseur" for tlicpermission kindly granted by them for the use of the photographs of theexterior view of the lfory l\fogdn]cne Chnpcl, interior \'icw of the snmc,the Pirley Pig, the largo qunigb, Leggnrs' badges, the Stouel1tLvcn chalice,and t�e Frontispiece, which served to iUustrntc my urtic]cs in thntmagazmo, nnd also for the list of Edinburgh Pcwtcrcrs which wnscontained in my article of February 1903, which list appears hero,however, considerably cxtcnclc<l. 
r I also take the �pportunity to express my indebtedness to Mr"alt-0r Church er for lus great_ courtesy. iu permitting me to reproduce a?umber _of photographs of l11s collection, Lesidcs furnishing me withmformation upon various points· to Mr A. JI 'l i'llar r0r ti r ·1·t· he hns L · d . ' · .u ii 1c 1nc1 1 1cs 
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tatnc_ for me �o inspect various records in connection with t11cis or1cn portion of this book, and to my friend Mr R D �J I •11 :,::;:

•tc, /7, tho great ll88istanco be ha., afforded me i� r�nJ;:.,."tl:� ' an or many valuable suggestions. 0 
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"Mcrchnnt and Craft Guilds nnd the Aherdeen focorpornted Trades," 
EBENEZER BAIN. 

"An Account of the Hnrnmermen of St Andrews," D. HAY 
FLEMING, LL.D. 

"Scottish Gypsies under the Stunrts," DAVID .M,\CRITC.'IIIE. 
"Scottish Dictionary," Rev. JonN ,JAMIESON, 

and Ynrious papers rend before the Society of Antiquaries of Scotlnnd, 
and published in their transactions. 

In conclusion I hnve only to say thnt the book must not be taken 
a., nn nttempt to treat of the history nnd nrt of Pewter-making as n 
whole, but is merely a humble effort to fill up u chapter,. albeit an 
interesting one, in the history of tho tut. If I should be so fortunate, 
through the medium of this work, as to crente nn interest in this bye-way 
of history, or to render some assistance to those whose interest has already 
tnken prncticnl form, I shall feel thnt my In.Lours nrc well rewarded. 

L. INGLEBY WOOD.
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTORY 

T
HE nrt of pewter-mnking nnd casting of wares in the metal docs not

seem to hnvo made its appearance in Scotland much before the end 
of the fifteenth century, though by that date the London Company of 
l'ewterers hnd been established for over o. century nnd a hnlf. 

Prior to the year 1493, when tho pewterers first became one of the 
crafts of the Incorporation of Hammermen of Edinburgh, the nrt and 
mystery of powter-mnking must hu.ve been in the hands of n. few isola.ted 
workers, and in nll probability tho majority of the pewter vessels used in 
Scotland nt, nnd before, that dnto wero imported from France, Flanders, 
nnd llollnnd, and in smaller quantities, owing to tho disturbed relations 
between the two countries, from England. 

But wherever the Scottish people obtained their pewter-ware from, 
it is probnblo thnt before the midcllo of the fifteenth century, and for 
some time after, it wns regarded ns n. luxury, which could only be 
afforded by tho nobles nnd n few of tho comparatively wealthy burgesses, 
tho poorer burgesses nnd lower classes having to content themselves 
with eating nnd drinking-vessels of trcen ( wood), leather, and horn. 
Even in tho reign of Mary Queen of Scots pewter-ware wns more or less 
of n luxury, nnd in a list of exports from Scotland at that period, 
mention is made of leathern drinking-vessels, and n special trade seems 
to have been done in these articles. This fact is significant ns showing 
that, at that time, drinking-vessels mnde. of pewter had not entirely 
supplanted those of leather, but there is evidence that before this period 
pewter stoups or mcnsures were by no means uncommon. 

A list of pewter articles owned by a burgess's wife, of n little before 
the period in question, one Margaret ,vhitehead by name, nnd wife of 
John Liddel, and consisting of seventeen pewter dishes, and snit-cellars, 
five cnndlesticks, one basin, a ln.vcr (water jug), and thirteen pint 
pots, gives us nn idea of what a. well-to-do citizen's house of that time 

A l 



2 SCOTTISH PEWTER-WARE AND PE\VTERERS 

ordinnril possessed in tho wny of pewter-ware ; n �air amoun�, indeed, · y 
l b 118 would have been found m an English house but not nenr y so muc 

of the same class, nnd period. . King Jnmes V. in 1539 imported into Scotland foreig� crnftc,men of 
every trnde from France, Spain, H�llnnd,. nnd England, m order that 
they might teach their crnfra to his subjects. Amongs� these �rnft�
men there were no doubt pewterers, although no special mention 1B 

made of the fact. 
From the shapes of some of the Scottish pewter vessels it is likely that the first ideM of the forms of such vessels were obtained from Frnnce, nnd in some cases from Holland, nnd it wa.� not until nfter the Act ofUnion in 1707, that purely English shapes for many of the vesselH wereintroduced into Scotland. Tho craftsmen, however, who took French nndDutch models upon which to bnse their designs did not turn out mereservile copies of these models, as the vessels they produced nlwnys po:,ses!iedindependent character. 'l'hcse vessels were nenrly nlwnya devoid of nnysort of nd<le<l ornnmeut, an excellent effect being got Ly the scanty nndjudicious use of simple mouldings nlone. Tho collector of Scottish pewter-ware who looks to fiml ve:;selscovered with epgraving, punching, or other ornament, such n.'i is to beseen upon some of the coutinentnl specimens, may scnrch the length rm<lhrea�tl! of tho_ land a�d scn�cely fin<l sue� n pieco ; in fact, nmongot thomany_ illustrations which will he found m thia work only two nro ofSco_tti�h decorate� pewter, viz, : the "Pirlcy Pig" (Plate XX...XI I.) nml nhnsm i� the Sm�th Institute Museum, Stirling (Pinto XV.) ; the first oflbcso piecos bca�mg engraved ornamentation, and the other being o rnamented by� series of punches of different shapes. 

the d
T�ere 1��0:? !ruth in the idea thnt n race shows its chnrnctcr int 
es1gn w . ic . it imparts to articles of everyday use nnd the Scottishpew er-ware 18, m a measure ch t · · f 

' 
strong of line, and entirely <l

' -�rn
f
c er1stic o the people who made it,'rh . . . 

f h 
evoi o any superfluous ornament. e Jommg O t o pewtcrers to th · · men did much to help the craft b 

c vnr1�us mcorpo�ntions of hnmmer-thc incursions of "unfrcemen," anJ t
rotec�1°; them in the towns  fromand a fi�cd price for their wares. All

y gettwo for them n proper marketapprenticed in, or otherwise been m d 
p;rsons who had not been born, ordesignated under the general head 

:r o
" rec;en of � Royal Burgh, were un eemen, and they wore only
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INTRODUCTORY 3 

allowed to trnde in tho towns under certain fixed rules. Many of these 
" unfreemen " were honest craftsmen from neighbouring towns, nnd it 
was not so much on their account thnt tho vn.rious lnws were mndo, ns against 
those incompetent nnd often dishonest craftsmen from other parts who 
persisted in bringing their faulty goods into tho towns. 

A very largo proportion of tho population in Scotland were 
" unfreemen." Tho inhnbitnnts of tho town of Leith were among 
tho most prominent instances. Thoy were "unfreemen" nnd under 
the jurisdiction of Edinburgh, nnd, in tho case of tho ha.mmermen 
of thnt town, were subject to the rule of tho Iucorporntion of 
Ilammcrmen of Edinburgh, nncl thnt of the Cnnongnto ns well. These 
"unfreemcn" hnd few of tho privileges thnt freemen enjoyed; they 
could not sdl their goods except in tho open streets, nnd then only 
upon market clays nt fixed hours. On the other hand a. freeman 
might not work with, or trnflic, or, ns tho Scots phrase has it, " pack or 
pcil," with unfrcemcn; they were not nllowcd to employ them ns servants 
without first of nll mnkiug them "Looked servants" of their incor
poration, nnd they could not Luy their goods to sell over ngnin. From 
the foregoing it will bo seen that the "unfreemen" of the fifteenth, 
sixteenth, seventeenth and eighteenth centuries hnu not a very good time 
of it. '!'hough this wns the position of tho "uufreeman" in tho burghs, 
yet in tho country districts, where ho wus not directly under the 
jurisdictiou of tho Trndes [ncorporutions, ho bnd it prnctienlly nil his 
own wny, nnd did wlmt he liked provided thnt ho <lid not encronch upon 
tho frcen1nn'B privileges by bringing his goods into tho towns to sell nt 
unnuthoriHe<l hours, nnd in unauthorised plnccs, or in other wnys. To 
this lnrgo clnss of the population of Scotland belonged tlrnt wandering 
nud mysterious tribe tho Gypsies, runny of whom denlt in nnd made 
pewtcr-wnrc. 

l\lr Dnvid Mncritchio snys in his book, "Scottish Gypsies under 
tho Stuarts," thnt nn English writer, in 1612, atntes thnt largo gangs 
of gypsies travelled nll over Tweeddnlo and Clydesdale, nnd during 
their wanderings employed themselves in repairing tho oft-times 
scanty nnd precious chinnwnro, and utensils mndc of copper, brnss and 
pewter, nnd kettles made of "white iron," belonging to tho country 
people. 

That these people mndo nnd denlt in pewter besides other ware there 
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can be little doubt, nnd, always a lawless race, they very soon turned their 
knowledge in the working of the first named metal to less hnrmless 
practices than the mere making, aelli�g and mcndi_ng of vessels mndo �f 
it. They were always noted ns cunnmg counterfeiters of money, and 1t 
is more thnn likely tbnt they used the nlloy pewter for this purpose, such 11 

material having been a favourite with issuers of base coin in nll nges. 
They were not content only to forge the coin of the realm, but some 
of them showed great skill and ingenuity in other ways; for instance, in 
1574, when nn net was passed requiring all deserving beggnrs to wcnr n 
pewter or leaden badge for the purpose of distinguishing them from the 
11 somers and vngnbonds," as the undeserving were tcrmr<l, they did not 
hesitate to forge these badges for srue to other rogues nnd u.� n menus of 
obtaining alms for themselves from the chnritubly disposed. 

The great majority of the gypsies may be said to hnve ulwnys hccn nn 
unr?lr nnd turbulent people, whose hand wns ngninst every mnu, nn<l agnm.st wh?� was every.man's hnud, only doing work where it was impossible to gam n hvmg otherwise. For these reasons it is not to be wonderedat, t�nt they were detested by nll lnw-nbi<ling subjects, nod muuy were thepumsh�ents that were or<lnined for their suppression by the vnrious uctsof Pnrha�eut nnd burgh lnws; if they were caught within the precincts of the vnr1ous royal burghs I d 1 h b · h . . . n 1 e sew ere, nms ment nnd mut1lnt1on were amon"st the mildest of tl · 1 0 

• 
1esc puma 1ments, and the mere foct of bemg n gypsy wns ut one time suffi . · t t d b d 
c1en o sen n mnu, or oven n womnn to death so n n name as n race hnd ti 1 n . . . 

' , 
b k h 

1ey carncc . ut 1f the maJority were lnw-ren era, t ere were some wh , d 
. . 

other sido of th . t 
o \\cro not, no it ts pleasnut to turn to the e pie ure and 000 r 1 • F .. n cl 

' iamous gypsy c nef Johnn)· Fnw or ..... , wns grante by Jnm V f S 1 
' 

of Little Egypt" ti·tl 
e
h
s . o cot aud the title of " Lord nnd Count . ' a e e seems to hn.v d 1 · ha.vmg punished various b 

O eservec, n.s mstnnccR of his 
the laws of tho lnnd nre n

m
ot

cm ers
t· 

of his tribe who hnd offended ngninstwan m" There seems little doubt that th� . 
downwards, if not members h d 

gypsies from the sixteenth centuryhammcrmen incorporations 'f o.tl 
at l�nst some connection with the

·d O 10 vnnou to l ev1 ence that they were actu 11 b . s wns, t iough nny direct f h a Y mcm ers 1s t· 0 sue towns as Perth Ab rd 
wan mg. The hnmmermen d · k 

, e een G lasgo d S nn tm era ns what wns k 
' w an t Andrews had potters bodi nown ns "pe d' I " es, and, O.S members of the craft h 

ll lC CS of the hammermen , sue persons e · d · . . DJoye certain pnvileges, 
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though they might not describe themselves ns " Hammermen." A famous 
gypsy chief, '\VilJiam Marshall by name, who died at Kirkcudbright in 
1792, was nctually buried in state by the hnmmermen of that town. 

Simson, in his history of Scotland, states that in the seventeenth 
century n suburb of Edinburgh known as Potterrow, and which is still in 
existence, was a favourite resort of tho gypsies, the hnmmermen of this 
suburb being under tho rule and jurisdiction of the Edinburgh nnd 
Canongate Incorporations. 

Tho lute establishment of the Pewtcrers' Craft in Scotland may 
be accounted for by one or two cnuses, the chief being that there 
wns no tin in workable qunntities to be found in tho country, all tin 
having to be imported. All net of the Scots Pnrlinment passed in 1641 
against tho use of bad metnl gives us to understand that the alloy pewter 
in block form if not actually the pure tin wns imported into Scotlnncl 
from Englnnd, Franco, and Flanders. It is true that in the reign of 
James VI. nud I. n specinl net of Pnrlinment was passed, entitling n. 
certnin Eustnco Rogh to break tho ground and seek for tin nmongst other 
metnls, but there is no record of this person having established any tin 
mine in nny part of Scotland, nnd this clause in the net seems only to 
]inve been put in upon this chance of his finding such n metnl. From 
this cause, nnd from the poverty of tho people generally, it is not n. 
surprising fact thut pewter-making ns n. trade found its way so Into into 
Scotland. 

The Church during pre-Reformation times would probably include 
amongst its clergy (possibly of foreign birth) some craftsmen able to 
work in pewter, as wns the case upon the Continent. \Vbether these 
clerical craftsmen mnnufnctured nny great nmount of pewter-ware, either 
fo1 tho Church's use, or for snlc, it is somewhat diflicult to say, as direct 
evidence is wanting ; but be this the case or not, there is no doubt that 
tho medirovnl Church in Scotland used the metnl for some of its choicest 
and most precious articles of Church use. 

The Edinburgh burgh records contain an account of the dismantling of 
the Church of St Giles in 1559, one year previous to the upheaval of the 
Reformation, which states thnt pnrt of the hi"h altar furnishings were n. 
pair of pewter cnndlcsticks._ 'l'heso candlestkks were evidently looked 
upon ns being very precious, or they would not have been used upon the 
most important of the nltara, in a church ns rich ns St Giles was nt that 
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time, but whether they were of tho church's own make, or had been brought 
from elsewhere, there is nothing in the records to show. 

Two pieces, which look ns if they hnd been made by n somewhat 
unskilled craftsman, and probably n churchman, arc n._ rnther rude 
sepulchral pewter paten and chalice founcl, some y�'lrs ngo, m the_ church
yard of tho pariah church of Bervie in Kincar<lineshire. These pieces arc 
of fifteenth century workmanship, and were never used in tho nctuul 
service of the church, but were merely huried with n. dead ecclesiastic to 
show his rank, as wns the custom nll over Christian Europe during 
medireval times. 

Whatever tho Church made in the wny of pewter v�sels, it.i output 
must have been very small indeed, or else we have to blame the destruction null melting down of all Church vessels which took place nftcr theReformation for the nlmoat entire absence to-dny of any mc<limvalChurch vessels of Scottish mnkc, either of ail ver or pewter. 'Yith no native tin in Scotland it is not surprising to find thnt inthe re1g� of Charles II., nn Act of Parliament was passed prohibiting thoexportnt1on of broken pewter out of the countr}· for if such CXJ)Ortationh<l bc • d I 11 en pernutte the amount of pewter iu Scotlnud would soon have�ecome scarce, nnd the price of the unworked metal would soon hnvo ris�n, and the craftsman and his customers would hnvc suffered for theprices he was 't l h ' . permi tee to c argc for his wnrcs were regulated by tl10Vanous town authorities. 

Tbcnctruns · "A t Ch I II of ll 
· c nr cs ·, 1061.-Act discharging tho exportationwo en yearn worsted brokon , cl , , . . . considering the rent re· 

. cop�er n� pewter. Ihc Kmg's mng1cst10
receive by th 

g P �udicc tlus Kingdomc nnd mnuufoctorio <looe export of worst d the a· 
c ycnrn unmarked clonth nnd stuffs · nndiscouragement that Trad cl . broken copper b-ss d 
cs�en n.n artists hn.ve by the export of ' ... , nu pewter and th merchants t d ' 0 net goes on to stnto that nny , ra csmen or others ex t' under any pretext wl ts 

por mg any of tho abovc-nnmcd stuffsf h lll oever were to s tr th 0 t e stuff, half of which was � . uuc! o penalty of  confiscat1onto the use of the apprehend 
g
d
o to his MnJcaty's use, and the other hnlfA · , er nn pursuer. . previous Act of Parliament ln cl . lll tho same year for th I sse in tho same monnrch's rcic,n nndb c purpose of · · o ecomc very low at that t' 

mcreasmg the exchequer which hadfor it ordains that, amon��
e
�t:::

m
:h: hn.vo allowed such cxpo�tation,gs, for every hundredweight of
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pewter exported from this country, two ounces of silver bullion were to 
be paid into tho mint. Tho net forbidding the exportation of pewter 
previously referred to, however, entirely nullified this one. With tin so 
rare it is not surprising to find tho cost of pewter-ware very high. In an 
Act of Parliament passed in 1661, in favour of a Sir Mungo Murray 
ngninst n Sir Coline Campbell, several articles of pewter and their prices 
arc mentioned. It appears thnt Sir :Mungo Murray being in prison for 
some offence, Sir Colino Campbell hnd come down upon the imprisoned 
man's homo nt Torrie, nnd after turning out Sir Mango's wife and children, 
seized the house and nil its contents together with the lands. When Sir 
Mungo wns set free from l_)rison, ho started nn action against Sir Coline for 
the restoration of his rights nnd payment of tho goods he hnd taken. In 
the inventory of theso goods tho following pewter articles with their 
vnlues nre given:-

" Item eighteen grcnt english pewter plates weightstand eight pund 
the piece, nt eighteen shillings Scots the pund is ono hundth twentic niyne 
pun<ls two shilling." 

" Item of four dusson of small pewter plates with stoupis (tnnknrds 
or mensurcs) snltsats pewter trunchers (trenchel'B) and spoons worth one 
hun<lreth pun<ls" (Scots). 

From the nbovo it will bo seen thnt the value of the plates, etc., wore 
reckoned nt so much n pound, and as tho plates at least were of English 
wnre, it may bo possible that they were looked upon as being more 
valunblo thnn tho rest of the goods and therefore rated higher, but the 
charge of eighteen shillings Scots, though only cightecnpcnce English 
value, seems rather excessive, as the cost of pewter per pound in England 
at that time wns not more thnn tenpence. So it will be well understood 
that if tho good housewives of tho Stuarts' reigns hnd to pay such a 
lnrge price for their ware they mnnnged to do with very little of it, and 
that little would Inst for n very long time; and only when it was completely 
worn out, and no amount of soldering and patching could keep it together, 
would it bo consigned to the melting pot to form part of a now set. 

This very practice of melting down the old ware, and the complete 
blindness of many people after pewter hnd ceased to be used, and even 
in recent years, to what was beautiful in line and form in tho old vessels, 
is responsible for tho entire absc�co of anything like a complete collection of 
the different pewter vessels, typicnl of the work of the Scottish pewterer 



8 SCOTTISH PEWTER-WARE AND PEWTERERS 

of the sixteenth nnd seventeenth or even eighteenth centuries, in nny of 
our museums. 

. . It is truo there hns been .some attempt to form such n collection 10 the 
National Museum of Antiquities of Scotland in Edinburgh, but nmongst the 
twenty odd pieces of pcwter-wnrc of Scottish make there, only one can ho 
snfcly snid to ho of sixteenth century mnke, only one other belongs to 
the seventeenth century, while the rest of the pieces belong mostly to 
the latter half of the eighteenth century. 

In tho Smith Institute Museum at Stirling n much larger nnd very interesting collection of Scottish nnd other pewter-ware is to  be found,but here ngnin none of the specimens seem older, ns for ns it is possibleto judge with the information at our commnn<l, than the latter half ofthe seventeenth century, and these pieces arc very few in number. It is a pity that in the Museums of the Scottish towns nnd those ofEngland ns well, an attempt should not hnvc been mnde some years ago,when pewter vessels were more plentiful thnn they nre to-<lny, to getto�et�or n complete collection, ns for ns it wns possible, of the eating nnddrinking nnd other household pewter vessels ns well ns those employed inthe Cl�urch and elsewhere of the centuries which hnve gone,- such ncollection woul� hnve been highly interesting nnd instructive. But �he time for forming anything like a full collection of suchvessels: with t�o exception of those pcrhnps of the Scottish Church,Estnb�h.cd, �piscopnl nnd otherwise, has pnat; and ench day makes itmore diflicult m Scotland to fi d d . th 1 n nn procure vessels which nre older thnne car Y years of the eighteenth century. 
t 

:A,mongSt tho various pnrish churches of Scotland there is n o  doubt acer nm amount of really old nnd valunhlo powter-wnr� but whether ns inmany cases, these vessels still re . . 
, , forgotten it is equally il b

m
l 

nm ID use, or hnvo been put nwny nndS h 
unnva n o to the collector. uc n vessel ns tho Biggar Inv (PI t XVII ) its way into one of th 

or n ° · might very well find b o museums of the country h · 
1 

Y collectors of the wnre and b f 
, w ere 1t wou d bo seen appreciation of vessels m�do in t� 

cnrc�llh preserved. Until the presentof rcaJly beautiful pewter-ware fi
e m: 

th 
?came marked, large quantitiesemerge forth in the shape of pint

un e1r way to the melting pot, tons plumber's solder. or quart pots of the worst design, orIn spite of the laxity with which th 0 powtercrs of Scotland appear

-1



fotorlor Tlew or the Mary Magdalene Chapel Thia W111traUoli 

1how1 the r�l1od 1oat1 at the eaat end for the head• or the 
Bammermen Incorporation, which now occupy the place of the 
altar. The walll are lined with 17th century panolllng, upon 
wblch are Inscribed the n1mea or dlfl'erent members and various 
1um1 ot money whlcb wore gtvon by them to the poor of the 
Craft. Upon the front or the top tier or 1oat1, taough not 
vlalble In tho photograph, are painted tho arms or t'.,.o dlfl'oront 
crana which comprlaod Ulo Incorporation. 

IVftll permfufo11 of" Th• C01111olauur," 

PLATE ll. 
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to have trented the vnrious Act.a of Pnrliament, burgh ln.ws, and ordi
nances which ordered them to mnrk their ware, etc., there is one thing 
they seem to have observed, and thnt is the mixing of their alloy, 
which wns generally of the best. Nearly nil the pieces in the museums, 
nnd privnte collections, thnt I hnve examined, are made of o. first rate 
quality of pewter, with the exception perhaps of some of the nineteenth 
century measures. The quality of the metal in Scotland was in 1641

and 1663 fixed by Act.a of Parliament, which ordained that it should be 
of tho same quality as that marked with the rose stnmp in England, 
which nt thnt time appears to �nve indicated thnt the ware so stamped 
was of fine metal, or the best quality of alloy. Another thing which went 
fnr to keep up the good quality of Scottish pewter was that the nets of 
1641 and 1GG3 seem to have allowed the pewterer to use only one 
quality of alloy, which was to be tho best. 

"1ith u population tho mujority of which were poor, and with the price 
of tin so high, tho pcwtercrs of Edinburgh in tho seventeenth century, 
at least, seem to hnve found it hard work to make both ends meet; 
probably from the reason that there wero too mnny of the craft at one 
time in the city, no less than seventy having been admitted ns freemen of 
tho Incorporation of Edinburgh between tho years !GOO nnd 1700, and it 
is not fmrprising to find thnt some of them practised tho plumber's era� 
us well us thnt of pewterer. 

In· tho ycnr 1 G,1!) n specinl Act of Purlinment was pnssed, to grant 
to Jnmes Monteith, n pewterer of Edinburgh, nnd a member of tho 
Jiummcrmen Incorporation, tho Iorgo sum of fivo thousand thrco 
hundred nud fifty three pounds (Scots), which was duo to him by the 
Government for the cnsting of musket nnd pistol bnlls for tho use of 
the nrmy in England nnd Scotland in 1047. Through not receiving this 
sum Jnmes Monteith hnd boon brought to grent straits, nnd, as the net very 
nai'.vely puts it, ' 1 if some speedy course bo not taken for his present sub
sistence, the supplicant would have cause to desert his fnmily I" It is 
plensing to note that James Monteith was not driven to desert his 
family, for he WllS granted ovcntunlly, by n grateful Parliament, tho 
sum duo to him, upon the count that such n mu.n had been useful to his 
country. 

Before bringing this chapter to n close, it will be ns well to give 
tho render nn idea. of tho value of tho Scots money, ns constnnt 
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reference will be found to it in the chapters �hich follow. A �cots 
pound was one twelfth of n pound sterling, that 18 to say, one nnd eight
pence English money, whilst a shilling Scots was equal � one . penny 
sterling. The Scots penny was only one twelfth of th.e Enghs� com. A 
11 merk" or "mark" wns th irteen pence and one-third sterling, nn<l n 
11 plack" was equnl

1 

to fourpence Scots, three plncks. going _to the penny 
sterling. After the Act of Union the Scottish comngc i� �so b?foro 
1707 was abolished, and the English system adopted, but 1t 1s quite n 
common occurrence to find the values of fines, payments, etc. , stated in old records at the Scottish value, though the nctual coins of such value hnd long since passed out of use. 

One of the chief causes of the decline of the Pewtercrs' Craft inScotlBDd, and which accounts for the scarcity of such craftsmen in thevarious towns in the latter half of tho eighteenth century, is to be foundin the introduction at nn early date in the scvent.centh century of a material then known ns II white iron," but now more commonly cnllcd :· sheet-tin." _Until tho end of the first quarter of tho eighteenth centuryit �nd found little favour and mo.do little way, but nt that time the t insm1�bs or "�hite-ironsmiths," ns they arc moro frequently termed, bcgnnto 1ncrense m n�mbers, and eventually drovo the pcwtcrcrs out of thofiel� altoge�her m all tho towue, with the exception of Edinburgh.It 18• not 10deed to bo wondered that this happened, for tho nowma�nnl was much cheaper than pewter nnd lighter to handle, whilsthaving all the appcnrance of the dearer metal. . �n these days wheu almost everything that can ho is made of eheettm, t
h
• collector moy laugh ot tho i,len of miat.aking a "white iron " pintoor o� er vessel for one made of pewter. But let him examine tho first specimen . of really old sheet-tin ho comes across nnd ho w. 11 t b struck with the likeness that th 

. , 
1 n once o examples of II white · ,, 

e m�tenal hears to pewter. Such oldas chnlk is to cheese 
�:: 

h 

ari° .as un�ke �ho sheet-tin nrticlcs of to-day,much thicker and v�ry h:a� 
-�:::d :!::h �hey w�re made being veryoften given ehnpes similar to t
y
h f 

tm, whilst the vessels were
w· h . ose O pewter-ware it a thnfty nntion like the s · · the majority of the people preferred 

:i:}��� no� to �e wondered at thatpewter vessels, but there were a certain di  
i�o .u�n to tho more costlyto the older and more serviceable m t 

'. 1 
m1D1S

d 
hing. number who stucka cnn ' an continued to favour the

-I



INTRODUCTORY 11 

pewter vessels, until well into the Inst century, when jnpnnned nnd 
enamelled iron nnd other like atrocities finally killed the pewter trnde 
altogether. 

:Muny of tho white-ironsmiths in tho latter half of the eighteenth 
nnd early pnrt of the nineteenth centuries seem to have made n certain 
nmount of pewter-ware, nnd for this reason their names, together with 
coppersmiths nnd brnziers, who in n like manner worked the alloy, have 
been included in the list of freemen's names in Appendix B. 



CHAPTER II

TUE Hill.MERMEN INCORPORATIONS

T
O give n full and pnrticulnr account of what the Hnmmcrmc_n In

corporations really were, nnd what part they nc�uu_lly pln�cd m thecraftsman's work and life, would be quite beyond the hm1t of tins cbnp�r,whic h is only intended ns an introduction to the parti�ular chapters '":h1c_hfollow upon the different Hammenncn Incorporations; but, ns it. isnecessary for t he reader w ho wishes to study tho history of tbe �cot_t1s_hpewtcrcrs to know w hat the incorporations were and what they dul, it_ is well to lay before him nn introductory chapte r showing how these bo<l1caoriginated, what were their functions, nn<l what was their eventual fate. There seems to be little doubt that before the time of the trn<lcs o rcrafts incorporations (tho hnmmern1en being one of these) all craft.Ii o rtrades, toge t her with the merc hnnta, who ,vcre nlwnys n distinct clns.'i andin general held themselves very much aloof from the crafts, were joinc<l� one common body known as t ho Guildry, which in prc.-...Rcformntiontimes seems to have been closely connected with tho Church. As early BS 1210 we find thnt King Willirun tho Lion ha,! grantedto. t�c burgesses of Perth tho privileges of a Merchant Guild ; thcsopnvilegca bod more pnrticulnr rcfcrcnco to t he bringing of goods into thetown, and to the export of the same. Tho craftsmen of Perth 118 well88 the merehnnta belonged to t his guild, and, ns in Per th, so in o ther
roynl burg hs, the merc hllllts nod craftsmen were all gat hered into ono
co�on body or guild; but there cnmo a time when tho workers n t
P
b
•rticulnr •rnfte, such BS the hnmmcnncn, bakers skinners and o thers 
ccnme very numeroua d t h d . . . ' ' , fr h . 

• an 
' csc csinng different government, broke offw
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term "hammermnn" signified n craftsman who chiefly employed the hammer 
in his work, nnd the Hnmmermen Incorporations comprised nenrly all 
those craftsmen, with one or two exceptions, who used this as their chief 
tool. Unlike tho English workers, the n.rmourers, cutlers, blacksmiths, 
pewterers, nnd other crnfts, who ench formed a separate guild, with their 
own pnrticulnr ln.ws and privileges, tho craftsmen in Scotland of these 
purticulnr and allied crafts were neither numerous nor rich enough to 
emulate tho cxnmple of their English contemporaries, and to form them
selves into n number of separate incorporations, or guilds, according to their 
particular trn<les; nud so, for their mutunl protection and with n la.udo.ble 
desire to sco good work done, they joined in one largo body known as 
the Hammcrmen Incorporation, which, as already indicated, comprised 
all the craftsmen who mainly employed tho hammer in their trade. The 
Ilammcrmcn were, in the main, metal workers, but nil tho membera of the 
crnft did not work in this material, though they employed the hammer in 
their work: such were the sa<ldlers and glovers, the lorimers (those who 
made tho metnl pnrt.� of sa<ldJory) and bucklemnkers supplying the former 
with the metal parts required in tho construction of n saddle or harness 
such as rings, bits, stirrups, etc. Nor, on the other hand, were all those 
craft.amen who wielded the hammer members of tho Hnmmermen 
Incorporntions, as witness the wright.a nnd musons who had a sopnrntc 
guild or iucorpomtion of their own. 

Tho Ilnmmcrmcn nud other trades nt tho time when they left the 
Merchnnt Guil<l do not seem to have entirely severed their connection 
with thnt bo<ly, for there aro mnuy entries in the various hnmmcrmen's 
rccor<ls, and those belonging to other trades incorporations, which show 
thnt when n crnftsman becnmo n freeman of the incorporation, he n.lso joined 
tho Merchnnt Guild or the II Guildry" as it wns known at that time. Thus 
under the elate 1587 there is an entry in the Dundee hnmmermon's records 
describing n. certain crnftsmnn, "Mnrtcin Grey," as a "powderer nnd 
brothergild," that is, a pewterer and brother or member of tho Guild. 
As was only nnturnl when the different crnfts (nnd by "crafts" we mean 
other trades as well as those practised by the bammormen) broke away 
from tho Merchant Guild, and began to ncquire some importance, there 
were numerous disputes nnd squabbles between them and the chief 
body. But each of these craft incorporations wns, at the first, a 
weak unit, and tho l\ferchnnt Guild easily got their own way. As time 
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went on, however, the crafts seeing that it wo�d be impossible  for them 
· ly to fight II the Guilclry "J. oined tooether m one common cause, nnd smg O 

h f h · · d 80 in the end effectually asserted their position. T c crn ts t us Jome 
were known ns the Incorporated Trades or Crafts, nnd met together from 
time to time, for the election of members of the Town Council, nnd the 
proper regulation of the particulnr privileges nnd rights which hnd in 
most cases tnken so long n time to win. 

One of the most common causes of dispute between tho " Guildry " 
nnd the Incorporated Trades wns with regard to the election of members 
of the Town Council, the Hnmmermen, amongst others, claiming the 
pLivilege of sen,ling n member who would hnvc a special eye to their 
interests. Another right clnimcd by the Hnmmermen, in common with the other crafts, wns that of regulating the quality nnd price of tho goo<lsmade by the members of their particular cruft, nnd u.'i to the election of tho. official deputed to examine the crnftsmnn's work. The mn<ri::1tmtcs tuulcouncil� of the various towns, who were mniuly composed J merchants,nlwnys opposed this claim, nncl, on tho contrary mnintninc<l the same ri"htin the?15elves. Thi_s state of things went on 

1

for mnny years, hut nh�ut the middle of the sixteenth century things hn<l gradually riohte<l themselves, a�d we find members of the various craft incorporntioua sittingby thnt time upon the Town Council. AB each of the different craft:a left the "Gu1'ldry " } . tion framed rules or ,, . 11 
enc 1 new orgauisn-

r __ 1 t' f h 
or<lmnnccs, ns they were cnlle<l. for the properegwa ion o t e members' k d nuccs" . 1 wor , con uct, etc. At first thcRo "ordin-� were ent1rc y aclf-i d d h le<1nl 1 

mposc I nn t e hend-mcn of tho craft hnd noo power w intever to enforce th d h . rely to n limited ext t 1 
cm, nn t e mcorporntions coul<l only 
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��e y few, but ns yenra went by nnd tho mem
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brcthrcn of the c�afts applied to those in
of their particular incorp�rat· �nd Town Council, through the chief menSuch nn application for pow 
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�cm certain privileges overY, who might reside and . re� Y members of the particularpractise thcll' +-d ""'L cs 1D the town or its
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suburbs, nnd vnrious other privileges. Sometimes, but not nlwnys, the 
vnrious incorporations received a rntificntion of their "seals of cnuse," 
which ratificntion was generally granted by the Sovereign, or elso by the 
Magistrates and Town Council, nnd such n document generally curried 
with it some increased powers nn<l privileges. 

Tho Hnmmermen, ns nlso the other crafts, wore ruled by a committee 
of craftsmen, elected nnnunlly by the members of tho incorporations, which 
committee consisted of o. "Dencon," or, n.s he is styled in some of the older 
records, " Kirkmnster," n "Boxmnster" or" Positor," and" Masters" repre
senting the different crnfts which the Hnmmermen Incorporation comprised. 
The first statutory mention of Deacons of tho Incorporations wns in the 
reign of James I. of Scotlnn<l, in tho yenr 1424, when nn net wns pnssed 
ordering every crnft to elect " n. wise mnn" for their Dcncon, whose duty it 
would be to sco thnt tho craftsmen's work wn.s up to tho standard of 
quality, and otherwise to oversee tho goods; only two years later, however, 
another net forbade tho Dcncons to punish tho crnftsmcn in any wny but 
to strictly confine themselves to tho overseeing nnd assaying of the 
goo<ls, which duty wns to be-performed every fifteen days. 

At thnt period, 1427, tho 1\lngistrntes nnd Town Councils hnd the 
right to fix tho prices of crnftsmen's goods ns well n.s the fees extracted 
from them upon vnrious occnsious. In 1427 this right becnme vested in 
nn oflicinl known ns tho II Town's officer," whose duty it wns to go round 
the mnrkets to fix tho prices nncl exnmino the work of the crnftsmen, 
which duties had formerly been performed by tho Dencons, who it seems 
hnd rather excee<lccl their powers. The next statutory mention we have 
of Dencons of Incorporations is in the reign of Jnmcs IV., when an net 
wns pusscd in 1491 relieving these ollicinls of most of their duties, ns they 
had been found to bo dangerous clements in the burghs, by making laws 
of their own nnd by similar nrbitro.ry actings, nnd the net goes on to stnte 
that their duties wero to ho confined to examining the goods wrought 
by tho crnftsrucn of their respective incorporations. All seems to have 
gone well until tho your 1551 when the Dcucons were once ngnin in 
trouble, the offence now urged agn.inst them being thut in some cnscs they 
had raised the price of the crn.ftsmen's work to three times wbnt it usually 
wus, and the act goes on to order the '!'own Councils to confer with the 
Deacons nnd craftsmen nod cstnblish more rensonablo prices. 

Four years later, in 1555, tho Deacons of the various craft incorporn-
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t. tbnt of the Hnmmcrmen being included, wero dismissed by n. fresh ions, 
d'fli . 

A t nnd the Provosts and Ma�strntcs of the 1 erent towns were given c ,  0 

h d . 1 the rirrht to choose an "honest man" to act as overseer, w ose uttes ny 
in ov;rlooking the craftsmen's goods, but who had no power t? make �n�s, 
from which it will be inferred that the Deacons hncl been ugn10 prnct1smg 
their old arbitrary habits. The first part of the nbove net was a siugulnr 
commentary upon the character of the Deacons, but in the next year, 
155G, n more rensonnble state of mntters was arrived at, another net
being passed which gave back to the crafts their old privilege of electing 
Deacons, and the Dcncons had all their old powers restored to them, nncl 
even more, for they were allowed to frnmc laws for the proper regulation 
and working of their different incorporntions. The Deacons hncl also 
the right of taking votes from the members of their incorporations upou 
the election of certain persons, who were to net n.� ofliccrs or overseers, 
nnd the post of officer might even be filled by a craftsmrm provided he wns suitable, and in the later history of the Trades Incorporations this wns �onstautly �he �nse. In 1564 another net wns passed, which was prnct1cally a rat1ficnt1on of tho previous ono pruised in 1555. The next we henr of tho Deacons is in the year 1581, when JnmcsVl granted a charter to the Crnfts. Thia charter grnntc<l them tho power to elect Deacons rm<l overseers nnd pri vilegcs II to sell goods ns other merchants" · 'l h' , n pnv1 ego w tch must hnvo been n snd Llow to tho "Merchants' Guild.,· th · ·1 . • 
b h. . , cso pnv1 eges were first given m the act of 155G ut t 18 spec1nl charter e t h b . 
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not of good mnterin.l or workmanship, to admit new members into the 
incorporations, to make new ordinances for the proper working of the 
different crafts, nnd to see that the same were properly carried into effect. 
The Deacons, in short, came to exercise a general authority over the whole 
respective organisations. 

Next to tho Deacon cnme the "Boxmastcr" or "Positor," or, as we 
should to-day style him, the Treasurer. His duties consisted of keeping 
tho books, money nnd other valuables, nnd the receiving of fines extracted 
from the delinquents who broke the ordinances of the incorporation from 
time to time. 

Besides these, two other officials sometimes styled ".Mastera " were 
electe<l in some of tho Hammermen Incorporations, but not in others. 
In such uodies ns tho Edinburgh and the Canongnte Hnmmermen In
corporutions there were generally two masters, but sometimes only one 
mnster of each of tho different trades comprising the Hammermen, 
nnd their duty wns to attend to tho businesa and look nfter the 
privileges of their own particular craft. 

Another oflicer of tho Hnmmermen, but one who hnd no voice in the 
mnungement of tho bocly, wns tho clerk, who kept and wrote tho minutes 
of tho meetings, etc. In tho early history of the various hnmmermen 
incorporntiona ho wus n highly trained individual, proficient in the art 
of scribing, but Inter on this post wu.a filled by one of the brethren them
selves, who in most en.sea wns not n skilled scribe. 

'rl10 IJnmmermen, in common with tho other trades, had the 
power to prevent nuy outside craftsmen or "unfreemen," ns they 
were generally styled, exorcising any trade peculiar to the members 
of tho vnrious cruft incorporations, within the boundnrics or limits 
laid down in their particular "Senls of Cause'.' or the rntificntions 
of the anme. Theso non-freemen, who nre sometimes referred to 
in the records na ,. nlien strangers," were not only forbidden to cnrry 
on their trade in the towns, but they were prohibited from bringing 
their goods into tho towns for sale, except upon certnin fixed market 
days, and even then they hnd to conform to tho rules regulating the 
quality, price, etc., of their wnro, so us not in nny way to undersell or 
infringe upon the right.CJ of the Crafts Incorporations. Besides being ouly 
allowed to expose their work upon fixed clo.ys, they were not permitted 
to sell during nny but ccrtnin fixed hours of those pnrticulnr days. Mnny 

D 
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arc the entries in the different bnmmermcn records which show what trouble 
these unfreemen caused, and the action which the Hammermcn Incorpora
tions took ncrninst them from time to timo ; but they do not nl wn ya seem to  
have been able to properly enforce the various edicts thnt were passed ngninst 
these out.side craftsmen, or the records would not show so many entries 
relating to the punishment of this clu.ss of workers ns they do. "1.'o pack 
or peil/' ns the records hnvo it, or in other words to trade with, or in nny wny 
employ or denl with nn unfreemnn, wna nn offence against u. rule mnclc by all 
the crafts incorporations, and one which, we mny add, WIL'> very frequently 
broken. Not only did the I-Inmmcrmcn and other incorporations mnkc 
nn,d endeavour to enforce the laws ngniust these unfrcemcn, but the '!'own 
Councils of Edinburgh nod other towns nlso helped them in the mattrr 

by making it a puniRhnblc offence for a freo craftsman of the town to 
traffic in any way with these unfrccmen. Thus, in 1508, the Town 
Council of Edinburgh passed n lnw to the effect thnt no craftsmnn tthoul<l sell any unfrccmnn's goods, or work up nnd finish such goods nnd sellthem M his own work. 

The passing of nn ordiunucc hy the Dundee Inc<>rporntiou ofHr.unmcnne� in 1696, which regulated tho snlo of unfrecuwn's work, givcii u!ia very good idcn how such crnftamcn were trcnted.'-"'Vork by uufrccrncut�k
be cx�osecl for sale on stands in tho market, 5th December t GOG.-Thoi d
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tyme to tyme expose nnd Jny down their werkmnnship on timber stands, 
dereutlic (directly) on the mercat plnce on lnwfull tyme off day, wiz, in the 
summer tyme at ten oclok in the foernoon, and continue the samcn 
untill four o clonk in the nftcrnoon ; nnd at elcivin n clonk in the foernoon 
in the winter tyme, and continue untill thrio hours in tho afternoon, and 
no longer nor shorter tyme. And in cnise tho scls unfriemen shnll 
contrnvcin this Act thnt their workmanship shnll be senzed upon be the 
fric masters of the sd trnde, und npplyed for the behove of the poor of 
the sd craft, nnd that the trnnsgressers hereof shnll pny to the Deacon 
for the use forsd two pounds Scots for the first foult, nnd four pound 
for the second fault, nnd six pound for tho third tymc, by and nttour 
(over) the loss of tho werk, nnd be discharged y'nfter to bring nnie werk 
to the 8

4 mercat place; and discharges the sds unfriemon to leave their 
werk with nnio of the inhnbitnnta of this brugh, but immediatlio after the 
mercat to remove the samen without tho brugh, under the pnins nn<l 
penaltie:-J above rehearsed." 

An unfrecmnu might cuter the Hnmmermen Incorporation either as 
nu upprentice, or 1LS a II journeyman" or hired worker, or else ns n freeman, 
if ho had served his npprenticeship to his pnrticulnr trnde elsewhere, nnd 
could show n proper knowledge of the snmo, in which Jntter cnse he hnd 
to prc!icnt some piece of work known ns un "cssny" mndo by himself alone, 
ancl which wns set him by the crnft; or ho might nttnin his object by 
tho simple pi-ocess of mnrryiug n. freeman's daughter, but in any cnso nn 
11 casny piece" wn!i generally expected from him, though not ulwnys. He
hud to pny u sum of money into the incorpomtion's funds upon his entry, 
und iu fnct go through the same procedure as n craftsman who had been 
born iu the towu, though tho sum of money for nu unfrecmnn's entry foe 
or "upset" Wfl8 generally larger than that exacted from n freeman. 

The term " unfreemnn " did not, however, imply that he wu.s an un
skilled worker, but merely thnt ho bnd been born or apprenticed outside the 
jurisdiction of the particular burgh in which tho incorporation wns situated. 

An apprentice wns indentured to his master, who wns responsible for
his behaviour nnd training, for 11. term of from five to six yenrs, nnd nn 
extra yenr for tho benefit of the miLSter to recoup him for tho money he 
hnd laid out upou his apprentice's bonrd, nnd for the fee he hnd paid upon 
his beiug booked to him. After hnving served tho necessary term of 
years, before ho could become n mnster cruftsmnu, thnt is to any, oue 
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who could open a shop of his own and employ nn� tench others, it

was requisite, in mnny cases, to serve a.� n common Journeyman or ns
a frecmnn journeymnn for a further period of two years with a master 
craftsman of his particular crnft, either in his own incorporation or in 
that of some other town. Of course many of the craftsmen had neither

the ambition nor tho means to set up for themselves as masters, 
and so remained freemen journeymen or ordinary journeymen nll 
their lives. 

,Vben an apprentice desired to qualify as a freeman, the first step to 
becoming a master, he had, like the unfreemnn, to  present a trial or 
'' essay piece" of his work; but in some lmmmcrmen incorporations this 
d ocs not seem to have been the rule, the apprentice, i f  his father had b�en a freeman of the same iucorporntion, being ndmittc<l to tbut honour without the necessary trial piece. This " essay " " " " · k " · · · 

I 
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of deceased crnftsmen who had left them ill-provided ; for the wives and 
children shared to some extent in the privileges of the incorporation. 
The sons and dnughters of craftsmen could be educated at the various 
institutions or schools kept up by the funds not only of the Hnmmermen 
but of other incorporntions, such schools existing in Edinburgh and 
elsewhere to-day. 

Tho rules pnssed from time to time by tho Hammermen Incor
porntions npplied to nil and every crnft which mnde up the mnin body, 
the pewterers included; nt first these ordinances were chiefly directed to 
the turning out of good nod true work, nod absolute fairness to nll in the 
mnttcr of buying nnd selling of work; but ns time went on, nnd ns 
members becnmo more numerous, vnrious rules of n. disciplinary character 
were introduced regulating the conduct of the craftsman, not only in his 
booth or shop, but nt meetings and in his general life, such ns his duty 
townnlR the Church. 

The patron snint of the Hnmmermen before and after the Reforma
tion wns St Eloi, Eloy or Eligius, though it is needless to stnte that ofter 
1560 ho wns not worshipped, except in one case, nnd that by the 
Ilnmmermen of Aberdeen. This snint hnd, at one period of his life, been 
n worker with the hnmmer, nnd for this renson he wns adopted by the 
l1nmmcrmen rL� their patron saint. Born nt Limoges in France, he

begnn life ns n goldsmith, nncl soon becnme famous ns n maker of gold 
shrines for tho preservation of sncred relics nnd tho decoration of the

churches in tho neighbourhood of his birthplnce. Always of n religious 
.temperament, he entered tho Church nod attained to tho dignity of a. 
bishop, and after his donth be wns canonised. All the Hnmmermen 
Incorporations hnd an altar dedicated to this saint, which altar 
was usually in tho principal church of tho town or burgh in which tboy 
hold_ sway. This altar wns decorated nnd kept up by fees and fines
receiv�d from the craftsmen, in the shape of money or wax-a pound, or
even in some. cnses a stone of wax being paid by those members who
broke the ord10nnc� o� tho incorporation. This wax went to tho making
of cnncllcs for the lig�tmg of the nltn�. Every nltnr dedicated to St Eloi 
had one or more priests or chaplains, who performed tho usual services, 
and prayed for the souls of deceused hammcrmen nnd others connected 
with the incorporation, ns occasion required. 

After the Reformation the altars to St Eloi nnd their attendant 
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priests, with the one exception before notic_cd, w?re all swept away; b�t 
the Hammermcn did not lose their connection with the Church, though 1t 
was continued in a somewhat different manner, for after thnt time they 
employed their funds in building pews for the nccommo<lntion of the 
members of the Incorporation, and in some cases they still continued to 
cxnct the fines of wax, which at this time was made into candles for the 
lighting of these pews. With many of the smaller Hammermeu and 
other Trade Incorporations these pews served ns a meeting pince for the 
members in which to conduct tho business of the incorporation, where such incorporations did not possess n proper hall or building of their 
own for this purpose. 

In mnny ways the Hnmmermen and other craft., incorporntious inSco _tlnn_d were very similar to tho trade guilds existing ut the snrueperiod m England and upon the Continent. Many of their ordinnnccsm�y seem absurd to us in these days of competition in trade un<l otherw_iec, but we hnvc to remember thnt they were mnde in nn ngc verydifferent to our own nnd under very dissimilar conditions· nu<l whateverth f Its f ' e �u O a system that prevented nnyono working nt n craft of uny�ort, 10 th� tow�s nnd burghs, unless he WlIB n member of one of themcorporattons 1t had the f1i t r r h 
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CHAPTER III 

TUE INCORPORATION OF IlAMMERMEN OF EDINDUROH 

E
DUiBURGII nt the time thnt tho powtorors of that city joined the 

Hnmmermeu lncorporntiou hn<l been for some few yenrs tho capital 
city, but for n long time tho lnrgcst town of Scotland, nn<l it is therefore not 
n mnttcr for surprise thnt tho Incorporation of Hnmmcrmen of Edinburgh, 
nt the eml of tho fifteenth century, wns by for the largest hammcrmen 
iucorporntion in tho kingdom ; which position it continued to bold until 
the early part of the ninctccuth century. 'l'ho first years of that century, 
however, snw it.s decline, nn<l tho lo.ttor half witnessed the complete extinc
tion of o. trade incorporation which, with its traditions, hnd braved and 
weathered the storms of four huu<lred odd yenra. The first "Sen.I of 
Cause," or Charter of Foundation, wna granted to tho Hnmmermen of 
E<liulmrgh in tho year 1483, by tho Provost, Mugistrntcs nnd '!'own 
Council of thnt burgh, und tho crafts nt that time embraced within the 
lucorpomtion comprised blacksmiths, goldsmiths, snddlera, cutlers, nnd 
unnourcrs; Lut 110 mention is rondo of powtercrs until 1496, when a 
sccoml " Seal of Cuuso" wns issued to tho Incorporation, which by that 
timo apparently included pcwtcrora, nnd in the charter then granted 
theso cmftsruen nre mentioned nu<l spoken of ns "peudrara." The Gold
smiths were, not unnaturally, one of tho richest craft.s of the Hammer
men of Edinburgh, and prior to tho year 1581 they hn<l left that body 
aud formed nu incorporation of their own. The exact do.to nt which 
they left tho llnmmcrmcn is not known, but it must ho.vo been between 
tho granting of tho second "Seal of Cause'' to tho Hnmmcrmen in 1496,

and the do.to referred to above, us at thnt dnte, 1581, a charter granted to 
them {tho goldsmiths) refers to them ns hnvincr been a scpnmto body for 
some time previous to this, tho date of the 

0

ehnrter. Ono of the most 
famous of the goldsmith cruft WflS George Heriot, who iu 1628 founded 
and erected that mugnificcnt building known as "George Heriot's 
Hospital," at which tho sons of all freemen crnftsmen belonging to tho 

,s 
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trades of Edinburgh might be educated, nt an exceptionally mo�e�ate 
cost while the daughters of craftsmen might be educated under s1milnr 
conditions in another institution known ns the "Trades Maiden Hospital." 
This last named institution exists ns n school at tho present day, though 
not in the original building, but II George Heriot's Hospital" is a build
ing well known to most people as nn almost perfect exnmple of 
Scottish seventeenth-century architecture. The second " Scnl of Cnuso" 
just referred to included for the first time both the crnfts o f  pewtcrers and 
coppersmiths, tho other trades constituting the Hnmmermcn Incorporation 
remaining tho same na in the original charter. The rntificntion of tho 
charter by King Charles II. took pince in 1681, when the pcwtcrers nro 
styled II peutherere.1' 

As �th the other h�mmcrmcn incorporations, St Eloi WM the 
patron s�m� of that of Edmburgh, nnd an altar was dedicated to him 
m St Giles Cathedral, for the performing of mnsses, etc., for the benefit of the craftsmen . A few years Inter, in 1545, the Edinburgh IInmmermeu, and _the other Trndo Incorporntions, became possessed of the chnpcl and hospital of Mary Mngdnlene through tho generosity of one Michel Mncqubnn and of Jnnet Rl d h' '" 1 h . 1 " 

iyn 1a W11e, w 10 ded1cntc<l tho chnpcl nnd osp1tn for the poor of thcso b d' d '- h I . . . 
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seven poor craftsmen were t-0 be 1 " offered unto God for the Salvation 
of the Soul of our most illustrious Mnry Queen of Scots, nnd tho 
Salvation of my umquhil (Into) Husband's Soul and mine. And also for 
the Salvation of the Souls of my Fathers nnd Mothers, and for the 
Snlvntion of nil the Souls of those who shall put to their helping Hand, 
or snll give nny thing to this Work : " ns well ns for the souls of others 
who nre mentioned. 

Good womnn ns Janot Rhynd no doubt was, she docs not seem to 
have hnd much of nn opinion of her own sex, ns witness one of the clauses 
in tho charter, which forbade nny member of the weaker sex to be 
ndmitwd into the hospitnl, under nny pretext ,whatsoever, either by. dny 
or night ; since one of tho qunlificntions required of the seven bedcsmen 
was thnt they must be over three score yenrs of ngo, this provision appears 
n trifle superfluous I Another clause of tho ch1Lrter enjoined that upon 
the <lay of tl10 patron saint of tho building two wnx candles should be 
lighted upon the nltnr, nnd two others bo set in brass candlesticks at the foot 
of tho "Images of tho Pntron," in this cnso "St Mnry :Mngdnlcne," though 
no doubt St Eloi would hnve his proper place somewhere in the chapel. 

The interior of the Chnpel of St "Mary Mngdnlene, or Mnry Magdalene, 
ns it is more commonly cnllecl, is, nt the present dny, in very much 
tho snmo stnte of preservation ns it wns when left to the Crafts by the 
founder nm) foundreRS, with the exception that the nltnr hns long since 
been swept nwny, its plnce being now occupied by scnts for the bends 
of the incorporntions. All that remains to remind us of the two pious 
peraons who gnvo whnt was then such n magnificent gift to the Crafts 
of tho city, is their tomb, nnd some pre-Reformation stnined1glllss, said 
to ho the ouly rcmnining of its kind in Scotlnnd. Upon tho. lYest wall 
of tho chnpel appear, with those of tho other Trndcs, the nrms of the 
Hnmmcrmen, which arc "Azure, o. hammer proper ensigned �ith nn 
imperial crown.'' Upon the front of tho seats, which now tnke the plnco

of tho nltnr, amongst the nrms of tho other Hnmmermen craft.� uppenr

those of tho Pcwterers, which arc strangely similnr to those of the 
,v orshipful Company of Pcwtcrers of London. Tho arms nre O Azure, 
on n chevron nrgent, betwixt three portcullices or, o.s mnny thistles vert," 
the only difference in tho Edinburgh Pewtcrers' nrms from those of tho

London Company, being tho substitution of thistles for roses. 
1 11 Historical Account. of the Blue Dlanket." Mr Aloxnnder Pennccuick. 
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The Hammermen Incorporation of Edinburgh was mnnaged by a
committee, ns were the similar incorporations of other towns, consistingof a Deacon, Boxmnster, and :Masters of the different crafts, the duties of which officials have been explained in the preceding chapter. Likethe other incorporations they bad a set of rules applicable to thegeneral management of the craft, whilst the rules which applied to eachparticular craft belonging to the Incorporation were, in the cuse of thepewtcrers, prescribed partly by Act of Parliament, und pnrtly by wordof mouth. These Acts ordained the quality of the metal they were touse, nnd the mar king of the goods nfter they were made, au<l ccrtninother details of their craft 

Ono of the earliest sot.a of rules of the Edinburgh Incorporation ofHammcrmen was briefly ns follows :-(a) 1 "'I1hat no liammennnn, either master or scrvnnt, presume topractise more arts than one, to prevent damage or hurt to tl1e othertrades." 
( b) "That no person presume to ex pose for snle nu y sort of goods inthe street at any time other thnn nny mnr ket duy." (c) "That certain of tho best qunlified persons of tho cruft.Ii beempowered to search and ins t ti d " d f · ffi . pee 10 goo s made by the mcml,crd aucl 1flOUn o meu e1ent m it · ) ti ' of 'esch1'll' " 

" . i ,cr111 ' 10 same should not be sold uuder tho painor lOrje1turc. ' (d)" That nil hammermcu L 
· 1 1. their several c fts , 0 cxummet uy tho musters nud Den.cons ofra m respect to th · l )' , arc found to be t f h . cir severn qun 1ficnt1011s, uud ull thntDins crs o t cir re , t' <l freedom of the c:orpor t' d 

spec ivo trn cs to be u<lm1ttcd to theindustrious app1icatio: 
1
�

11' 
b
nu such 118 arc uot to be rejected until, by(e) "Th t 

' c ccome n muster of his business." 
. u no person harbour o I without his mnstcr'a consent who 

r cm� oy �he servant of anotherho mny earn." ' shall receive lus wngcs or money that(/) "1.,hnt no person not f h to sell or mend any sort of 
o
k 

t e nforcsnicl crnfta ahnll take upon him(y) "That w?r mucle by tho hnmmenncn " nrti 1 persons guilty of u b h c cs to pay eight l ·11· rcnc of the nbovo specifiedco:J>�r�tion's nltar of ;t i�!
s (Scots) towards the support of thoolhcintIDg tl1crcnt." Y notl thc Dlninteunncc o f  the priestI "Tlic lncorpo tcd T I'll rnde11 of Edl11hurn]1 ,. hy 'f J ·o ' -> r nines Colston.

I 



THE INCORPORATION OF HAmlERMEN OF EDINBURGH 27 

These rules seem to have been some of the, if not the enrliest 
ordinances of tho Incorporation , nud they remained in force substantiully 
the same, with the exception of the Inst one, ns long ns the Incor
poration held its swny over the crafts which used the hammer in the 
city of Edinblll'gh. Other rules were added from time to time ns was 
found expedient, nnd n number of them nro given below which apply 
more pnrticulnrly to the Powtorers' Craft. In 1588 the "essay" or trial 
piece of the Edinburgh Pewterers for those who wished to become freemen, 
nt thut <lntc wna very simpJc, being only o. bnsin nod lo.ver (water-jug). 
In 1605 n "chnlmer pot" 'wns ndded. Five yenrs Inter it comprised 
n "basin, n ln.ver nod n water pot," n "Inver nnd n quart flecket 
(u flngon) of stroug tin." In 1621 a "school of tin" (a goblet or bowl) 
wns substituted for tho qunrt "1leckct" of the previous yenr. It is not 
until 1G5-1 thnt tho essay is ngnin mentioned, when it oppnrontly becnme 
oguin tho II basin, Inver nnd qunrt fleeket," only the flecket is desig
nated ns n "flngnet." In 1692 n ring stand was added to the existing 
cssny. This Inst u<ldition shows thnt the pewtorers of that time not only 
mnde articles of everyday household use, but also mnde such articles as · 
were clenrJy luxuries, and in which design would hold no inconspicuous 
pluce. It WllS not until 1742 that there wns again any nlterntion

in tho cssuy piece, when it was 11 a five pound dish, a quart flagon and a 
bcllic<l decanter of fino tin." Some fifty years Inter, in 1794, it had 
<lwindled down to u "five pound <lidh and a pint flagon." This last 
mention of the essay shows a considerable falling off in the articles ns 
susceptible to desigu, they being of a. purely utilitarian ehnrncter, chiefly 
owing, 110 doubt, to the fnct thnt both chiun nod glassware by this time 
hud become che,�per, nnd tho white-ironsmiths or tinsmiths hnd begun to 
encronch upon tho sphere of tho pewterers' craft, by mnking many of the 
nrticlcs of domestic und other use iu sheet-iron coated with tin ; and from 
this dnto (1794) onwards, tho white-ironsmiths wrested from them, little 
by little, tho pewterers' monopoly. There is, indeed, evidence that i11 
the later history of the Crafts tho two trades of pewterer nod white
ironsmith wore sometimes combined, many of the articles of Inter dute 
mnde in white-iron being enriched by tho additions of mouldings nnd 
ornaments run nnd cast in pewter, whilst some of the white-ironsmitbs 
mndo n certain nmount of pewter-wore. "Pucking nnd peiling with 
unfrcemcn," ns hns been explained before in the previous chnpter, 
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was a very dire offence in the eyes of those who managed the 
affairs and made the rules of the Edinburgh Incorporation, and it must 
be noted that although the Pcwtcrcrs' Craft was not so often brought to 
book for this particular offence as were some of the other crafts, they yet 
could not altogether plend not guilty upon this score. For instance, in 1721 
one Alexander Waddel was fined for this particular offence, whilst there 
are some similar charges against others of tho craft. Upon this purticu)nr 
point there seems to have been n certain unanimity of feeling nnd nction
amongst the hammermen incorporations of tho different towns, for in1696 Samuel ,valker nnd William Ilnrvie were sent to Glnsgow to get nbond of the Pewterer Craft from tho Hnmmermen of that city not to"pack nor pele" with" hawkers and tinklers" (tinkers). Rule (b), which refers to the exposing of goods for sale in the streetupon any other than n market day, has reference to tho fnct that untilq�i� n late date, 1750 or thereabouts, there wns a weekly market held�vithm the burgh, at which only was it lnwful to expose goods for snlem the open street; upon other dnys goods Imel to be kept in the boo thsor shops, .which had very little accommodntion, owing to their construction,for �howmg nnything like a g?od selection of tho wnre. Upon thcge mnrke� dnys unfreemen could import their goods into the hurgh · Lut;ceordmg :° P?wers given by tho Crown to tho Edinburgh Ilnmm�

1

rmcn �
ty

corporation m 1681,1 unfrccmen's work that wns brought into thoc1 upon nny other dny thno tl k d nnd sold d th 
icso mnr ct nys could bo confifwated' nn e money mndc b 11' } equally between "H' M . 

11 
Y sc mg t 1em wns to be <livicled

H ki f 
18 aJesty nnd tho poor of the Incorporation. aw ng o pewter wns nn offi . E according to the ordin 1 

cnee, ns 1ll • nglnnd, nnd pumahnhlo b l nnccs, w icn practised b b f } E 1· urg 1 lMorporation. In 1705 Joh . Ya mcm er o t 10 '< m-Incorporation, was fined ten o d 
n Grier, n freeman of tho Hnmmermen

The Hnmmcrmen In 
p un. 8 (Scots) for hawking pewter. n d corporation of Edinb h . 

d n most �gorously punished when . urg v1owe most severely, of nny of its members to tak 
it could, nny attempt upon tho partof tho other hnmmcnn · 0 up more than one trndo thourrh tho viewu . fi en incorporations d ' o ni orm or consistent upon ti· . oes not seem to have been either

::itb, was finecl for selling pe::rom� I:b� �09, _T?omas Brown, a lock-18 was regarded as n very fl 
nn ex 1 itmg it m his window. That 

1 "lli . ngrnnt offence mn b h •toncal Account of the Bl n,- Y e gnt ercd from tho ue "'nlcet " ?,{ Al · r exander Pennecuick.
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fact that he was fined £10 sterling, and dischnrged from the smith craft. 
Tho buying of an article from any man who worked in n trade other 
thnn that to which tho article pertained, wns another breach of the rules : 
thus in 1710 our friend John Grier already mentioned was again fined 
for having bought n pair of silver buckles from a worker other thnn n 
silversmith. 

Thero is one notnb]e exception to the rule, and that wns in the making 
of brnsswork, which nppenrs from the records to have been tbe right of 
the Pewtcrers' Craft, for iu 1696 ""\Villinm Harvie protested that no net 
that the incorporation might mnke for tho benefit of the coppersmiths 
Rhoulcl clo away with tho nncicnt privileges of the powterers in tho 
mnking nnd seJling of brnsswork." This is tho only item of information 
thnt the records contain with regnrd to this pnrticulnr right, nnd we 
aro left in ignornnco whether such brns.qwork was marked in tho 
same way ns tho powtcrers' other wares, or whether it wns nllowed to go 
unmnrked, or hnd specinl murks pertaining to it. 

'l'he essny pieces, which had to ho satisfactorily executed by a 
cnndidntc before he could obtnin admission ns n freeman of nny of the 
crufts of the Hnmmermen's Incorporation, had to be made in n freeman's 
shop, iu tho presence of two "Essay l\fnstors." These masters hnd the 
right to visit tho shop where tho cnndidnte wns working nnd examine his 
work nt nny time, and if they suspected thnt ho wns getting nny help in 
tho mukiug of his essay, they even hnd tho power of locking him into tho 
workroom by himself until tho work wns finished. The essny completed, 
tho appJicnnt brought it with him to tho next general meeting of the 
incorporatiou, when it wns examined nnd, if found of sufficient qunlity 
nn<l workmnnship, he wns admitted ns u. freeman with nil the usunl 
privileges of the incorporntion upon tho payment of certain fees nnd dues 
referred to in Chapter TI. 

Tho following extract from tho records ,vill explain more fully the 
form of procedure gone through upon these occasions; but as in tho 
originnl records the omission of certnin words noel punctuation renders 
the context somewhat uomtelligible, these huvo been inserted by the 
author for the convenienco of tho render. 

"27th August 171,.l. Then yo Iucorporntion being met compared 
Thomns Inglis late prentico of yo decensed Thomns Inglis peutherer, nnd 
presented his essay, viz. n Inver, n. flecket, nnd n. ringstnnd, which yo 

--, ... 
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house having found to be a well wrought essay, . and tlt�t he is able to
serve his majesty's lieges thcrenftcr, they admitted him a freemnn
peutberer nmong them. His essay _mnsters wer�, James Cowpe� nnd
Robert Reid, his essay was mnde m John ,v eir s shop, he paid ye
Boxmtr. 106.£ 13s. 4d. (Scots) for his upset nnd tweuty merks t.o ye
maiden hospital." 

Thero nre several entries in the records which show that tho
members of tho Incorporation sometimes exercised the powers con
tained in the latter pnrt of Rule (d) with regard to the rejection of those
who might wish to become freemen nnd who did not provide suitnb)e
essays. Thus, in 1607, Jnmca Somerville's admission ns u. freeman wn.':Iopposed as ho did not present au essay piece ; the Incorporntiou sent himbuck to his work, and we find that he did not qualify ns a freeman untilsome nine years Inter, in HHO. 

As ono of tho chief objects of tho Incorporntion wns to maintain tho standard quality _of _tho goods ma<lo by its members, tho mnkiug goods ofbad metal �r of md1fferent workmnmd1ip were other very serious Lrcnches of _the ordmnnccs. Tho first an<l only instnucc thnt we bnvo of nnEdmburg�i pcw�rer violating this particular or<linnncc is when \VillinmAbcrneth1e wns, m 1652, fined for working in hnd metal. !he records of tho lucorpomtion nro silent upon the point of whatcons tituted the standurd f l't f 1 1 ·c1 d b . 0 qun 1 Y O t 10 metal, but tlus wa .. 'I n1>pnrcntlyni own y various Acts f p 1· d 
. . f 11 t d . 

0 nr inmont, nn wluch will 1,e fouud morou Y rente m Chnpter XV. An apprentice of the E<l' b I II servo 11 term r · 
.m urg 1 - nmmcrmcu lncorporntion hnd to0 six years with ti 1 nnd fee, and in nddit' t' ti
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Rae cornet of Cunninghnm's dragoons" wns nppronticed to Alexunder 
Finlay. These two entries show from whnt rnnks of the people the 
hnmmermen crnfts were to some extent recruited. Apprentices, upon 
being bound ns such to their mnsters, were brought up by tho lntter 
before n. mcetiug of the Incorporation, nnd nfter pnying certain fees 
bccnmc "booked npprentices." The following extract from tbe records 
shows the form of hooking of nn npprenticc :-" 14th June 1720. 
Joseph Dawson sono to Jnmes Dnwson Smith in Dulmcnie is booked 
prentice to Robert Finlny pouthcrcr, ho pnid ye Boxmr. 40 sh. (Scots) 
of booking money nnd 40 sh. (Scots) to yo maiden bospitnle." 

All crnftsmcn of tho Incorporation, tho powtcrers includecl, hnd to 
mnrk their goods with n privnto stamp or " touch,'' AO thnt the Dencon of 
tho incorporation, when he went his rounds upon mnrket nnd other clays, 
might be nhlc to identify ench crnftsmuu's work by his own particulnr 
touch. Tho plncing of this private mnrk by the pcwtercrs upon their 
wnre wn.c\ enjoined for them hy scvernl Acts of Parlinmcnt referred to in 
Chnpter XV. In 1681 the Incorporntiou thought it necessary to pnss 
nu ordiunncc or<lniuing every crnftsmnn to mnrk his work with a 
privntc murk: but tho Pcwtercrs hnd ndopted the mensurc long before 
thiA ordiurmco cnmo into force, nnd their touch plates, or "counterpnncs," 
n!i t.hoy nro Ktyle<l, of which tho Frontispiece is nn illustmtion, nro now in 
tho Nntiounl .Museum of Antiquities of Scotlnud in Edinburgh. 

Tho Ifommermeu Incorporation of Edinburgh exercised n. sort of 
su1.crniuty, nR we mriy so style it, over tho hnmmormcu of those 
euburhs of J�dinburgh known ns tho ,vest Port nnd Pottcrrow nod tho 
town of Leith. though tho records nre not very clear upon this latter point, 
nn<l 1\ study of tho mtificntion of the II Senl of Cause" grnnted to tho 
hnmmermen of the Cnnongntc in 1540 shows thnt thnt body enjoyed this 
privilege n.'i well. From tho records of tho Edinburgh Incorporation of 
Ilnmmermcn it is iutcrcsting to lcnrn thnt nt the dnto 1717 thero were no 
pcwtcrcrs umougst tho hu.mmcrwon of Leith, no1· lrnvc we nny moro evidence 
from theso sumo records thnt nny such craftsmen were to be found 
nmongat the hummermcn of tho ,v eat Port nod Pottcrrow, though it is 
quito probnblo thnt thcro woro ; but as tho records of these bodies nro 
missing, it is impossible to apeuk with ccrtniuty. 

According to nu entry in the E<liuburrrh Incorporation's records 
dated 1713 which ruus ns follows: 11 Delivered to the Dencon nnd Box-

-
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master of Edinburgh the Hammermen of _Ports?urgh's (the \V �st Port
district) obligation not to import nny of their maid (mnd.e) �vork mto the 
city," it is evident that the hammermen of the nbove d1s�rict, and m_ost 
probably those of Leith nnd P�ttcrrow us. well, we�e forbidden to  br!ng
their work in n ccrt:n.in form mto the city of Edmburgh. The wh1tc
ironsmitbs or tinsmiths, ns has been noted before, were, from the beginning 
of the eighteenth century, always n thorn in the side of the Pewterer Crnft 
by reason of their making, in n cheaper if not so durable n metal, the 
very things the pewtcrers themsclvc.� manufactured and sold, un<l thereby 
seriously dnmnging the latter's trnde. Up to the end o f  the eighteenth 
century the pcwtcrcrs seem to hnvc held swny over the whitc-ironsmiths,
and to n certain extent to bnve controlled their actions. The first mention
of white-iron or tinned sheet-iron in connection with the Jfommermcn
Incorporation of Edinburgh wns in 1713, nnd Jnmca Ilruce n pprenticcdto Robert Bruce was in 1721 the first whitc-ironsmith to be admittedns n frccmnn of the Powtcrcrs' Craft, his essay being "n stoving pan,a lnnthorn, u. watering pot, nod n chnlmcr of white mctnl." On the10th of February 1733, according to the Records, the pewtcrcrs�nnou�ccd thnt they hnd determined to niter their essay· tlic wlaiteir_onsmiths nlso desired to alter theirs, but Thomns S
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to that of the pewterers, who indeed in many cnses seem to have worked 
nt it ns well ns their own, wns that of tho plumbers, n somewhat different 
form of nrt from thnt which is practised in present ngo of lend pipes nud 
sinks. The beautiful old wnter cisterns, rainwater bends, nnd many of 
the fittings nnd external decoration of a house, which nre still to be found 
in many old buildings, nucl which articles show in many cases great 
benuty of design nnd treatment, were the works of the plumbers of the 
seventeenth nncl eighteenth centuries. The only mention of this craft 
in the records of the Edinburgh Hnmmermen is in 1678, when n sum 
of money was nd vunced from tho " common box" to the Powterers' Art 
for n lawsuit brought by them ngninst the plumbers. Upon the "4th 
Februnry 1679. 'fho Pewtorcrs brought an action against the Plumbers 
of Edinburgh to have it declnred, thnt they hnd ns good n right as 
the Plumbers to work in lend, na in making pipes, thatching plat
forms, etc. It wn.s pleaded i11ter alia by the Plumbers tbnt the court 
in I 663 had found them tho Plumbers to be n distinct trndc, and that 
by the net of 1663 Pewterers were forbidden to meddle with lend, tho 
Pewtcrcrs replied thnt somo lend ,vns nlwnys necessary in the making of 
tin work, in Icy metal such ns stoups chamber pots etc., the stnndnrd nnd 
qunlity of which mixture is discerned by nn net of tho Burrows (burghs). 
The Pcwtercrs further pleaded thnt tho net of 1663 did not hinder 
them working in lend but only mixing it with foreign tin. Thero is no 
mystery in Plumbing but ensily nny pewterer may do it. Yet Stannum

nnd Plumbu.m nro different. The Pewtercrs nre in tho senll of cause 
with the Hnmmermcn, plumbers nro not, but have a wheelbarrow for 
their essay. Different trades where they nro able to subsist are useful, 
but, iu Scotlnnd cannot subsist upon their work ns n distinct trade, there 
being little to do, only our curiosity (requirements) is increasing daily." 

'l'he court ordained the Plumbers before answer, or before deciding 
tho merits of tho cnse, to prove thnt since their admission and incor
poration with the "',Vrights and 1\Insons, they wcro in the hnbit of them
selves working in lend ns o. distinct trade and employment, and were 
in use to admit apprentices nnd <lo such other things ns were proper for 
n distinct trnclc nnd employment, and also to prove thnt, nt tho time 
of their nssumption they were n distinct trade. Tho foregoing sheds 
some light upon tho state of the plumbers' craft in the seventeenth 
century, and shows that before thnt time, and possibly after, tho 

0 
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pewterers practised this craft BS well BS their own. It does not appear
that they made any of the finer things of the tro.dc such o..s ro.imvo.ter
heads, etc., but confined themselves to the rougher work of  roofing o.nd
pipe-making. 

What has preceded embraces prncticnlly o.11 the references tho.t the 
records of the Hammermen Incorporation of Edinburgh contain with 
rer,ard t-0 tho Pcwtcrers' Craft and the nllied crafts of the whitc-ironsmith 

0 

and the plumber. 
Mnny of tho craftsmen of tho Incorporation luul their shops iu tho.t 

steep winding street of the city known ns the ,vest Bow, which is now 
for the most pnrt demolished, and in the Grnssmarket, but now nll thnt 
remains to serve us ns n reminder to-dny of tho Pcwtererd' Croft nrc, by u 
strange irony of fate, ono or two shops kept by tinsmiths, or a.Ci the old 
recor�s w�uld hnv? hnd_ it "white-irousmiths." Tho lust pewterer to
practise hts trado m Edmburgh, nnd whoso shop was in the ,vest Bow, 
wns a Mr Jnmes Moyes, who gave up his business in the seventic.'3 of  the 
Inst century, though it is said that for somo years before thut time he hud 
c�ascd to mo.nufncturo pewter vessels ; with the closing of his shop there 
died the last of one of the historic crafts of tho Scottish Cupitnl. 



.-
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CHAPTER IV

THE INCORPORA'l'ION OF llAM�lERMEN OF TUE OA.NONOATE 

T
UE bu1·gh of the Cnnongato wus prncticnlly founded by tho buil<ling

of the Abbey of llolyroo<l, or us it is termed in old deeds the Abbey 
of the Holy Cross. In n chnrter given by David I. in tho year 1128,

leave WtL'i given to the canons of tho Abbey (Holyrood) to establish 
n burgh between their church of tho Holy Cross, nnd the burgh of 
E<linLurgh, tho burgesses of which woro to hnve all the rights with 
rcgnrd to the buying nud selling of wnrcs, os hnd those of Edinburgh 
nncl other roynl burghs. 

llut though so ne1u· to E<linbul'gh, its mnin street being merely a. 
coutiuuntiou of the High Street of that towu, it WllB quite outside the 
jurisdiction of tho cnpitnl for many centuries. As it was beyond the 
governing powe1·ri of tho principnl city, nnd entirely outaido tho wnlls, 
it did not tthnrc in tho lnttcr's defences nguiust un enemy when he 
cnmo, which wn8 not nn infrequent occurronco. It is truo thnt tho Cauon
gnto itBolf wns surrounded by wnlls of n sort, but these were of so flimsy 
n unturo, nml gcuernlly kept in such bad ropnir, that when tho iuvncler 
nrrivc1l he found 110 difliculty in effecting nu entrance, nud it wns not 
loug heforo ho Willi Jnying siege to tho Nethorbow Port of Ediuburgh. 
'J'ho inhnLitrmta of tho burgh of tho Cnnongnto were nt first uuder the 
superiority of tho nbbots of Holyrood, who held tho title of Superior, 
Lut nftcr n whilo thoy resigned this right, though they still seem to 
hrLvc lm<l a Jann<l in tho mnking nnd ndrninistrntion of tho lnws of 
the burgh. Tho abbots seem to hn.vo mndo wise rulers, nnd t�10 in
hnbitnuta of tho Crmongnto nppenr to hnvo enjoyed pnrticulnr immunity 
from nny trouble with thoh· superiors until tho yenr 1620, when Sit· 
,vminm Dcllcu<lcn, tho thou Superior, nttomptecl to interfere with thu 
election of the bnilic8, which notion brought down n wrnth which must hnvo 
been long pout up, for in so interfering ho hnd exceeded his privileges, 
Shortly nfter tho foregoing dnto tho bnilies nud town council of Ecliulmrgu, 

al 

., 



36 SCOTTISH PE,VTER-,V ARE AND PEWTERERS
in 1636 obtained the right of nominating the Baron Bailie, or Superiorof the burgh of the Canongate for each ensuing year, which right theycontinued to exercise until the year 1853, when tho Lurgh was mergedwith the districts of Pottcrrow and the Calton into the city of EdinLurgh ;hut up to this latter elate the burgh of the Canongnto still continuecl topossess certain peculiar laws of its own, and to enjoy certain privileges.In common with the other burgesses of this royal burgh the membersof the Hammcrmcn Incorporation bad tho rights nnd privileges usuallygranted to similar incorporntions in the other towns of Scotlnud. In 1535, in a "seal of cause" the Ilnmmermen of the burghof the Canongnte craved the permission of the town council ancl mngistrntC3 and that of the Abbot of the Abbey of the Holy Cross tobuild nnd dedicate an nltnr to St Eloy within the abbey church, nswell as to be nllowed to form themselves into n properly ]cCYaliseclh_ammermen incorporation. This deed contained besides the npplicanon for powers a set of rules, as it wns usual to include these inHuch do�u_menta, by which they proposed to govern the mcmbcraalready Jomed, and those craftsmen who would nftor the granting ofthe charter come under the lncorporntion'a jurisdiction. It wns not,liowcver, until the year 1546 that we find thnt tho Abbot of Ilolyroodha� given his sanction to tho Hummcrmcn of tho Cnnongatc to crc,:ttheir propo_se� nltnr to St Eloy, but tLt thnt date he not ouly ga\'ct�m permission to �et up _this altar, but nlso to build nucl <le<licntc nP 111r � the same samt, which nltnr nnd pillnr were to be plnccd iu thenort 1 a1Slc of the abbey church. The rules of the Cnnon(Ynte In t' . . . · r 

. h . o corporn ion nre not cl1ss1m1lnr to thoselll ,orcc Ill t e early lustori f E li b h por t' Th fi cs O l n urg nnd other hnmmcrmen iucor-b n ions. c rst of them required that every crnftsmeu before lieecnme n muster should b fr who were apprentices ho: n in c::n� and u burgess of the burgh. 'l'hosopounds (Scots), nud those who 

urgh were to pny tho sum of fouradditional pound for thc·ll' " h
ts

a�, been horn elsewhere were to pny nuupse or entry monc · th' go to the keeping up of tho altar of St Elo • Y , 18 mouey wns_ toThe next rule ordained th t ) , and the ornaments upon it. master was to pay the sum at ro::ery _fr�eman when he was mnde u.comes next to this in im rta Y s�ilhngs (Scots). The rule thatpo nee nnd 18 the fo th . h 1· . most commonly to be found · th ur in t e 1st 1s onem o records of th h / 0 nmmermcn mcorpora-
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tions. It ordained that no mnn should work ut any cruft except that 
to which he hnd been apprenticed. Tho rule follo\Ving enacts that the 
best men of the craft were to be appointed and uct ns overseers of the 
work, nnd to seo thut it was of good workmanship and of fine material. 
Rule six forbade the selling of work upon the High Street, either in the 
hnn<l or upon stalls, upon nny other dny except n market day. Prentices 
were to be bound for BO\'en yenrs and for no less, unless the leave of 
the principal masters of the Incorporation to shorten the time had 
been obtnine<l. Every son of n freeman upon his entry into tho 
Incorporation had to pay the sum of twenty shillings Scot.s, for the 
upkeep of the altar of St Eloy. Every muster who hnd a booth or 
shop had to pny what wn.s known ns tho "owkly

, ,
or weekly penny 

to the " rcpnration " of tho ornaments of, and the maintenance of a 
prieat to oilicintc nt this nltur. 

'J'hc Deacon nnd II Kirkmn.stcr" ns ho wns styled nt this time nnd 
the principal Mu..�ters for tho year, together with the officer of the 
town, were given full power to collect dues, examine work, etc. , nnd 
impound the snmo if necessary. 

In 15·10 Jnmes V. granted tho Incorporation of Hnmmermen of 
the burgh of tho Cnnougato u proper rntificution of their "Seal of Cause," 
which ratificution curried with it tho ndditionnl powers of controlling 
1111<1 gc11crally briuging within their jurisdiction tho hnmmcrmen of 
thoRe suburbs uow of Edinburgh, known us St Leonard's Gnte, nnd the 
Barony of Broughton, besides tho town of Leith. 

11hc crnfts which belonged to tho Incorporation nt tho dntc of II the 
Seal of Cnuso" comprised blncksmiths, goldsmiths, lorimers (crnftsmcn 
who nmde tho metnl part.a of snddlcry), snd<llcrs, cutlers, swordslippers 
(sword cutlers), bucklcmnkers, and powterers, which Inst are described 
n.s ' 1 pcwdir mnkira." 

So mur.h we know of how tho Hammcrmen of the Cnnongnte were 
ordered aud ruled duriug pre-Reformation times, but between the years 
1546 and 1706 there is n tremendous gap in tho records, and tho old 
excuse must be pleaded that is so often put forwnrd in similnr cnses of 
valual,le manuscripts, and which is unfortunately so often true, they arc 
lost. Tho only two record books of tho Incorporation which ho.vo come 
down to us of modern times nro thoso which begin in the yenr 1706 and 
finish in 1789. One of these books is the II lockit book" of the Craft 
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trade. The ninth rule shows the state of petty jcnlouay exiating 11t that

elute (I 707) between tho city of Edinburgh nnd the burgh of the
Cunonguto, for after forbidding a freeman to work with nn unfrccmnn, it
ordained tbnt no freeman of tbe Cauongute Unmrncrmen wns to belong
to the incorporation of Edinburgh, or to go into pnrtuership with 11nother
craftsman who wns n member of tho Edinburgh incor1,oration. '.l'hc
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• mc_mbcr_ of

. 
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I 
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paid the ordinary trade dues he wns to bo admitted into the In
corporation. 

The rules referring to the conduct and treatment of servants are very 
strict and in many cases severe. Rule sixteen forbade nny servant to 
nbscnt himself from his mnster's service without leave; and the next rule, 
number seventeen, ordained that if any servant fought within his mnster's 
house, or abused him or his lnndlndy, or his fellow servnnts, by word or 
deed, or if ho played at cards or diced, or was a night walker, i.e.

roamed the streets nt nights after the houso wns locked up, tho luckless 
wight hn<l to pay tho sum of forty shillings Scots, and wns to be 
expelled from the Craft I 

llut the benefit wns not nil on tho master's side, for rule eighteen 
orclnined thnt if n. master attempted to strike his servant or apprentice in 
the presence of tho Deacon, n fine of forty shillings Scots was to be c.'tn.ctcd. 
'1

1ho tcrm8 of this rulo lcnvo us to infer that outside tho presence of the 
Deacon, IL muster might strike his servants or apprentices at will, nnd n.s 
thcso were not exactly "kid glove" times, somo of the mnstera would not 
hcsitnto to tnko full advnntnge of their rights and authority. 

The next rule ordnined that no mnstcr wns to sec, i.e. to talk and 
commit with, his brother crnftsmnu's scrvnnt without leavo. 

Huie twenty-seven shows thnt nt tho beginning of tho eighteenth 
century tho clisciplino of tho Church was ns strict ns ever. This rulo 
or<lerc<l tho mnster to insist upon his servants attending church with 
him upon Suuclnys, at both the morning nnd nftcrnoon services, nnd this 
too iu tho <l1Lys when n singlo sermon wns not thought worth listening to 
if it was less thnn two hours in duration I The rule goes on to declare 
thnt if uuy servant or prentico be found upon the streets at unrensonnblo 
hourij, ho would be punished " to tho terror of oLhcrs" au<l fined the sum 
of four pounds Scota. 

Rule thirty-eight enacted thnt no freeman of tho Incorporation was 
to absent himself from tho burial of another frccmnn, "or hIB wife, bairns, 
or prentices," and the ordinnuce further ordained that tho freeman should 
be nt the nppointcd place named by the Deacon nnd go from there "to 
the lifting of the corpse " nnd from thenco to the plnco of burial. 

Rule forty forbids tho custom of nppronticcs cxucting from servants 
and other apprentices whnt is styled in the records as "apron ale." It 
was iu nll probability tho custom amongst tho servants nnd apprentices 
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of tho craft to exnct money for buying ale or other drink from a new 
member of the establishment when he made his appearance amongst them 
and started work for the first time. That the custom wns a recognised 
one may he gathered from the fact that the latter part of the rule states 
that if any mnster permitted this cust:-Om to take place in his shop ho was
t:-0 be fined forty shillings Scots. 

The next rule, forty-one, enacts that the Box-master and two of the 
"poynding mnstcrs," ns the representatives of the different crafts were 
called, were to go through the district over which the Ilummcrmeu of the 
Cnnongnte bad jurisdiction, for the purpose of seeking out npprenticcs und 
journeymen who were not bound or not entered in the crafts' books, as 
well ns t:-0 look for any unfreeman craftsman who might ho poaching 
upon their preserves. 

These are practically all tho rules that controlled the nction.s of a crnftsman of this particular incorporation, and his servant�. No mentionis made amongst them or in those given in the "Seal of Cause n of any
orclinnnc� which ordered the craftsman, nud tho pewterers in pnrticulnr, to�nrk their goods with n. "touch II or stamp, und if any ordinance of thiskmd wns over passed at all, it would be in those records which nre lost,thou�h of course tho pewterers would have to conform to the Acts ofParliament of 1567, 1641 and 1663 {Chapter XV.) . . The C�nongnto being smnller than the neighbouring burgh ofEdmburgh, it . is not unnatural to find that there were only some fivepewtcrers admitted 118 members of tho Incorporation during tho cightceuth�;��ry, or rather during tho first thirty yenrs of that period for nftcr
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Oroup or Scottilh Epl1copal Church pewter veaaell, beginning at top 

Ion hand corner 

lint row: Paton. Tumbler typo or chalice, late 17th or early 18th 

century. Stemmed chalice, 18th cent� Flagon, Engllah type, 

late 18th century. Paten. Stemmed chalice, late 18th century. 

Stemmed chalice, 111th century. 

Second row : Paten. Stemmed chalice, middle 18th century. Lonng 

cup type or chalice, laat ball or 17th century. Paten. Tumbler 

type or chalice, late 17th or early 18th century. Flagon (1Uver). 

Paten. Stemmed chalice, Jato 18th century. Stemmed chalice, 

late 18th or early 19th century. Paton. Stemmed chalice, late 

18th century. 

Tbird row: Plate, 18th century. Stemmed chalice, late 18th century. 

Paton (1llnr). Flai'On, la1t half or 18th century. Plate, 18th 

century. Laver or 1mall 1lagon, middle or 18th century. 

Fourth row: Bot or ve11ell, Church orat James, stonebaven (Bcottilh 

Eplacopal). See Appencl.lx D, papa 20'1 and 208. 
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The form of ndmission of a. freemnn into the Cnnongate Incorporation 
during the eighteenth century wus similnr in essentials to that of the 
Edinburgh Tncorporntion. Tho following extract in the records illus
trates the genernl procedure of nu admission nt that time :-" 1720. 
Alexander ,v nddel presented his bill nnd craved to bo admitted o. 
freeman pewterer. Ho wus given tho essay of n peuthcr chamber pott 
nnd a pynt stoup nnd bnson. Essay found good and lie was admitted 
as a freeman iu the Cnnnongato ns long ns he professed the Protestant 
religion nod paid his dues." It will ho observed thnt tho essay piece is 
specific<l in the above extract, and it remained cxn.ctly the snmo until the 
last pewterer was admitted into tho Incorporation some nine years later. 
The qualification ns to professing the Protestant religion �s very curious 
nn<l siguificnnt, nod one that appears to hnvo been introduced at the time 
of the Reformation. 

Tho foregoing rules nnd extract.a nro practically all that related to 
tLc doings of tho Hnmmermen Crafts in general, and more particularly to 
tho working of tho Powtcrcrs' Crnft, nnd ns in tho cnso of the Glasgow 
nucl Stirling IIammcrmen records, it hus been thought best to include 
such iuformntion, however frngmentnry, on tho principle that half n loaf 
nt least is n. great deal better thnu no lonf nt nJl I 

lleforo bringing this chapter to nn end, thoro is one other entry of 
interest which is inscribe<l in tho beginning of the minute book, which 
begins nt tho <lnto 1706, and which shows thnt if the Hnmmermen of the 
Cauong11to professed the Protestant religion, they at any roto hnd not 
given up their patron snint. '11he entry refers to St Eloi, the description 
of whom is tho sumo us is to bo found upon the official senl of the 
Hnmmermen Incorporntiou of Edinburgh :-" The elligy of St Eloi in 
his upostolicul vestments proper, standing in a. chl!rch porch (a niche?), 
a porch adorned with fivo pyramid steeples cngrn.ven, ench surmounted 
with a plain cross, holding in his dexter hnnd n hnmmer bur-ways nod 
in his sinister a key bend-ways." Round tho effigy uro these words, 
"Sigillum commune A1·tis Tudiatorum."



CHAPTER V 

TilE INCORPORATION OF TUE IlAMMERMEN OF PERTH

A
N inhnbitnnt of Perth in the time of \Villinm the Lion, were _h? nL]o

to come back to the scene of his life, would have s?me d 1 flicultyin recognising it ns the city in which he onco dwelt, were it not for theswift rushing river Tay and the brond stretch of green pasture land uponits right bnnk known as tho Inch. 
For Perth hM undergone nnd suffered more changes in its way thnnperhaps any other city of its size in Scotland. �cnrcely �u ol<l, ,house. 

orother building dnting buck for nny length of time remnms. I rue, ) ounre shown n house in which you nre tolcl "tho Fuir Mnid," thnt mostchnrming heroine of Sir \Vnltcr's novel, once dwelt, but everyone who hnstried knows how difficult it is to fix the abiding p111cc of n chnrnctcr offiction, or even of real life for the matter of thnt, unlcs.� that cl111rncterbe some well-known personn11e, nud oven then tho tusk is often impossil,le.b Even the West Kirk, used for n time by the Hnmmcrmcn of that city ustheir place of meeting nncl worship, is but n poor ghost of its former glorynnd mnguificence when under tho rule of tho Church of Uome. From the time of \Yillinm tho Lion, Perth wns n prosperous town,never very largo, even smnllcr thnn Dundee, tho secoud town in Scotland, but •till • prospcrou, pince, 11nd for some time tho cnpitnl, with mnuywell-to-do mcrchunta nnd craftsmen who, to judge by their 1.mmbera, seemto h&Vo had a good market for their wares, as indeed was likely whentho_ Court was stationed there, and before the capitnl wus removed toEdmburgh. Jlcrhnp., tho earliest mention of the crufts iu Pc ,-th is in12_1�, 1vhcn King William tho Liou grouted to tho burgeBBes of  Perth thepnvllcgcs of a mcrclumt guild, in which p.-ivilcgcs not only the mcrchunts•bared hut tho craftsmen ns well. lu the Guild "lockit book" or n book
Lound with �ctn! uud having locks to it for the better pre�crvntion of
the more_ prcc1ou, records of that body, which dntcs from the ycur 1452 
workers in gold bra d · t 1 'n , 88 nu iron, oget 1cr with bnkera, tnilors nnd other
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tradesmen, nre mentioned, but not a word is snid nbout tho Pewtcrers' Craft, 
from which it mny be inferred thnt nt thnt dntc there wns no pewter 
mnde in Perth, nnd the use of vessels mndo of that mctnl would be very 
Hmall indeed, and in nll probability whnt there wns would be imported into 
the town, nnd for thnt matter into mnny other towns of Scotland, from 
Euglnnd nud tho Continent. Ln.ter on the different craftsmen formed guilds 
or incorporations of their own, but as it hns been pointed out in Chapter 
II., they did not entirely sever their connection with the :Merchant Guild 
or "Guildry." 

It is difficult to say how old tho Hummermen Incorporation of 
Perth renlly is, the enrliest existing record book now in the possession of 
the Craft <fates from 1518, but wo lrnvo overy reason to believe that this 
wns not the first hook, nnd that there were other records kept before tho 
clnto of this one, aud it is likely that the Incorporation clnted buck to the 
fifteenth century. Like the other similnr iucorporntiona in the country, 
the Perth IInmmermen hnd St Eloi us their patron snint, nncl nu n.ltnr 
was de<licnted to him in St John's Church. This nltnr was kept up and 
tho priest paid, in tho usunl wny, by tho fees of tho members, nnd tho 
nltur it1:iclf wn.s lit Ly candles mndo of tho wnx e.xtrncted ns fines from 
tlcfoultiug rrnftsmcn, und which mnnuer of finiug n crnftsmnn for breaking 
tho ordirrnuces has been referred to before. Like some of the other 
hnmmcrmcu iucorporntions, that of Perth still continued to extract the 
fiuc!i of wnx, af'tc1· Kuox nud his followers hnd swept uwny nil such popish 
thiugs ns ultnrs; lmt tho wnx then wont to tho mnlciug of cnndles which 
served to light the Incorporation's pews. 

'l'ho earliest meution of pewtcrers in the Perth Iucorporntion's recorc.ls 
is in 15,16, when nn ordinnnco wua pnssed by the Hnmmermen ngninst 
apprentices playing nt footlmll upou tho Inch nnd otherwise neglecting 
their duties. Tho pcwtercrs uro there described as "powternris." 

It is not until the yenr 1597 thnt the name of n worker at this cruft 
nppenrs in the l\linuto Book of the Iucorporntion, wheu ono William 
Lnudor wns admitted ns n frecmuu "pouthorer." After this clnto the 
names continue with tolernble frequency clown to tho year 1771, when 
tho lnst pewterer wns ndmitted into tho Incorporation; but some of tho 
numerous coppersmiths, whito.ironsmiths und founders, continued to make 
smull qunntities of powter·wnre, ns wns tho cnse in other towns. 

Tho craftsmen who comprised tho Perth Incorporation of Hnmmcr-

., 
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men in the early years of its history were gold and �ilversmiths, potters, 
blacksmiths, saddlcra, nrmourers, gunsmiths, brazicra nnd pewterers ; 
later 00 tinklers (tinkers), whitc-ironsmiths, clockmukers, watchmakers, 
carriage-makers and bcll-hnngers were included. 

The earliest ordinances of the Perth Hammermen arc few 111 number, 
and the ones that have nny particular interest und bearing more par-
ticularly upon the Pewtcrers' Cruft arc fewer still. 

The second rulo in the list forbids any craftsman to dispossc�:i a brother of his booth by offering tho landlord nu increased rent, u. regulation which oven to-day will go straight to the heart of many n disposse:;se<l tenant. All efforta to incrcaso one's business by undue advertisement, nud thereby make profit at tho expense of brother craftsmen, nud ull methods of pushing business except by the legitimate means of hardwork, and good workmanship, were from tho enrli�t times sternlyrepressed by the Hammermen Incorporation. Another rule shows thispoint very forcibly, as it forbids nny crnftsmnu to <li11podscs.'i nuothcr ofthe work he hnd taken in hand, or to cull n customer from nuother's booth, at which ho (the customer) might bo nt nt the time, iu or<ler tolook at the wares in nny other shop or booth. 
. �he fourth rule is n somewhat curious one, nn<l nlso discourages nnyt�mg m tho �ature of un�nir compctitiou. It forbids nny member to mcd<llewith nn�ther � goods until tho customer hnd coucludecl his bnrgnin, or gi\'cnup the �tcnt1on of concluding one. Perhaps some of tho crnfLqmcu hn<lbeen ?u�ty of the fnult of diapnrnging some of their fellow-workers' goo,lsby pomtmg out supposed flaws nnd imperfections which mirrht prevent the�ustome� from buying at thnt pnrticulur booth, nud possibly with the hopeY 80 domg that the fault-finder's own booth mirrht be patronised or it mnyeve _n have_ been �he case thnt brother members ;ere not nbovc s�bstitutiugn

lik
r�icles . w_ith a �cw to discrediting another's workmanship. ,v o <lo not c to think this but hum t . · h . ·h· h . 1. ' . an nn ure 18 ever t c same whntcvcr the u11e mw 1e 1t 1vcs and 1u the to l t 1 r 

• 

0 d' h ' 0 rna. 8 rugg c ,or c:ustencc where us here �re

th
ct

cls
mct ods of competition arc forbidden, indirect u.nd mor; doubtfttle O a.re npt to be found. An apprentice by tho rules f t r h . . bound for 11 term f · 0 mos O t e trndes incorporations wnsoutlay and keep. 

0 r:LX/e��s n�d one year extr� to recoup his master forapprenti ce wna bound for n ferm 
wf� tho cnsc in so�e other towns, nn
0 vo Yeo.rs only, with the usual extra.
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one yen.r for ment and fee. After the expiry of his term he had to sen·c 
two more yen.rs ns n journeyman, either to his old mnster or to some 
other of the snme cm.ft, before ho could become n master crnftsmnn himself. 

Strangers or craftsmen who hnd not been born in the town of Perth, 
but who had been apprenticed nnd trained in other places, were nt the begin
ning of tho lncorporntion's history admitted only ns journeymen or pnicl 
servants to work for the members, their admission ns such beinc, mnde the 
subject of u small tax levied upon the mnsters, who incurred : penalty if 
they employed nuy unfreeman not licensed in this manner. In tho middle 
of the sixteenth century, however, it wns ordained thnt these strangers 
or unfreemen, who could show that they were properly qualified work
men, were to be ndmitted ns freemen upon tho payment of the sum of 20

pounch Scots. Towards the end of the century this sum hnd been doubled ; 
in 1654 it wns ngnin doubled; in l6G3 the admission money for this clnss 
of craftsmen wns increased to 200 pounds Scots, but thirty years later, in 
1687, the nmount wns reduced to 100 pounds Scots. 

The first mention in the Perth records with regard to the presentation 
by n crnft..'imnn of nu essay, in· order to qualify ns a mnster, is in 1560,

when the Incorporntion passed n statute that no apprentice shoulcl become 
n rnnster without first of all presenting an essay piece; he was also to pay 
the sum of 20 pounds Scots, or give silver pledges worth that amount. 
There were nl8o two further requirements from the npprcutice on admission 
ns n mnstcr, both of which nre strnnge to modern ideas, and one of which 
is not n little curious: he hnd in addition to his other due.CJ to provide his 
new l,rcthrcn with n ba,nquet nnd a football I The "banquet" may pre
RumaLly hnve Leen meagre, but it would at lca.<Jt consist of some form of 
Jiqui<l refreshment which might suffice to encourage and to fortify the 
stnicl nnd portly brethren for their romp upon the Inch after t!1e "baa." 
The " banquet," ns will he found notccl in the chapter upon t�e mcorpora
tion of hnmmermen of Dundee, wna not nn unusual accompammcnt to the 
ndmisRion of n rnt.1Ster, who might be well cxeu�ed for in�ulging in a. f�'it 
of the kiml with tho other mcmbera, upon his entry mto what was 10

reality his start iu life's struggle. 
The footLnll mentioucd ns part of the fees of the a.<Jptrant to the !1onour

of the ,li(fnity of mnstcr jg rather more difficult to undei'3tnncl, WJth oar
knowledge of tho cuatom� of our own time. . Perhaps. the budding craft3-

man played his Jnat gruno with the cornpamons of bis boyhood and late
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tl ns a symbol that he had uow arrived at man's sober estate und

�:t
1
do n man's work; but whnt is more probable st�, the ball was pre-

ntcd to the Crnft in general that nll nnd sundry of its members might

::ko part in the game upon high days and holidays. The custom of

limitinrr the number of opponents upon either side in the game is purely

a mod;n innovation, and even to-dny in several towns of Scot1nn<l nud

England games of football take place upon certain days in tho ycnr,

which nre played without any specinlly organised set of rules nnd regnrd

lcss of the number of players on either side. 
At the beginning of the seventeenth century, when the rules of the 

hammermen in the other towns of Scotland were very precise ns to 11

workman practising only one craft, it iR rather surprising to  find that 

the Perth Hnmmermen so early ns 1G07 had admitted one ,villiam 
Bell as n freeman crnftRmnn in no less thnn three different trn<les, 
nnmcly the gunsmith, blacksmith nnd locksmith nrL13. Pcrlinps these 
arose from tho foct that the gunRmith nml lockRmith un<l, iu n Rmall 
measure, the blacksmith nrts were idonticnl, nnd therefore ditl 11ot 
c�cronch upon nny other cmftsmnn's province, or it may be thnt nt tlmt 
tune there were not enough gunsmiths nml lock.cimiths to Rnpply the 
demn�d for wcnpons of dcfouco nnd offoncc within the burgh of Perth. 
That it docs not nppcnr to hn.vc been very common even in Perth for 
11 craftc,man to pmctia� �ore thnu one craft, mny be gntherc<l from the 
fa�t. thut nt tho begmnmg of the eighteenth century, iu 1718, one 
�minn G�cy was admitted a.� n frecmnn of the coppcr:-1mithH' nrt, but 
1D so domg t!1c brethren especially .enjoined him thnt he wtL'i not to 
work 0� �cal l1l pewter; but some six ycnrn Inter, 1724, we find tho 
;m� Nmmn Grey, who b?' thnt _time_ was holding the high position of 

£ 
eu�on :.r the_ Incorporut1on, bemg mdicted Lefore tho whole brethren 

_ or rcn mg Ins oath of admission ns n frecmnn by sell' " 1 1 · 1' 
JU pewter-wnr" N' · G ' 1110 nnr < 0.1 mg 

the b 
.. m1nn rey, worthy mnn thnt he wns, <lid not deny 

. c nrgc; pcrhups he hnd been cnurrht rcd-hnnded \VJ t 

;:c:;t
m

:;: :�f:n!
n

!����' t�
nd it_ was. prob7ib�y n s�ull fin�, thou;h 

0

:1:: 
standing in the lucorpornti:n 

po;:1;
, 

::t 
ccr:nmly did not nffect Grey's

Deacon, nud now udmitted ' f 
er wo yenrs we find him still

having pnid 200 pounds Seo: ;or 
r��i�

nn . t? tho Pewterers' Crnft,
bnve been in consideration of th th 1 

pr1v1lege. It mny perhnps 
e ra er nrge sum of admission money 



. ' 

THE INCORPORATION OF THE HAMl\IERl\fEN OF PERTH 47 

pnid upon th.is occasion, that the brethren departed in Grey's case from 
whnt wns nt that time nnd previously n genernlly strict rule, but ngnin 
upon this point the records do not enlighten us. Whatever the reason, 
however, it only needed the thin end of the wedge to mnke such an example, 
customnry, if not regular, nnd in 1733 one Pntrick Campbell wns numittcd 
ns n frcemnn of both "the Coppersmith and Pewter Arts." Campbell 
wns followed some four yenrs lntor by Patrick Hally, who qualified ns n 
freemnn in tho snmo crafts. In 17 45, the most notable.. yenr for Scotlnnd 
in the eighteenth century, J nmes Cuthbert, who is described as n watchmaker 
nud Into bnilio, in spite of tho stirring times, wns admitted ns n freemnn 
founder, nnd probably thinking thn.t there wns little difference between 
founding ns then practised, nnd pewter-making, we find him qualifying 
ns n freeman po wterer two yen rs Inter. After tho year 17 4 7 we do 
not fiud n single instance in tho Perth Hammermen Incorporation's 
rocordR of IL pewterer practising his own trade alone, but alwnys 
in coujuuction with some other crnft, such ns thnt of n founder or 
coppersmith. 

E.<Jsny pieces, or ns they were dcsignnted in Io.tor yonrs, "mnstersticks," 
were, ns it hns been noted before, required from nn npplicnnt or apprentice 
who might wish to becomo n mnstor of the Perth Incorporation; but 
necessary as these cssny pieces were, we nre loft very much in ignorance 
ns to whnt they conRistcd of nt diflcrent times, tho only dnto nt which 
they nro Rpecificd in tho records being in 1656, when co.ch nspirnnt to 
mnster's honour of tho Powterers' Craft hod to produce in thb presence of 
the brethren "n bnsone, n stoup (mensuro), n plnit (pinto), nnd n chamber 
pot "-not n very diflicult test of workmanship for ono who wns nt nll 
skilled in his work, ns none of tho articles seem to ho.vo been necessarily 
ornnmentnl in shape or with nny ndded ornament, though it would seem 
tlmt such would bo loft to tho discretion of tho crnftsmnn, who would 
nnturnlly do his best nt this pnrticulnr time. 

In tho yonr 1712 John Grny, John Smith (younger), Andrew 
Hnmilton, Dnvid Boll, nnd David Donnldsono, were appointed nnd 
formed into n committee to set essays to crnftsmcn who wero powterers 
nnd strangers, and to judge upon their work if they wished to qualify ns 
freemen of tho Incorporntiou, but there is no mention mndo in tho records 
of whnt the essays were thnt they sot to these "aliens." Tho only other 
entry thnt there is in tho records in which the essay of nu npplicnnt for 
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d t J honours is mentioned is in the year 1750, when
freeman nn mn.s er 8 

a · d
Dl\vid Young produced a copper kettle as his �ssay, nnd wns a m1ttc 

n.s a freemnn of the Coppersmiths' nnd Pewte1·e:s Arts. . . 
In 1718 another ordinance was pn.�sed which confirmed nncl ms1stcd

upon the practice of essay mnking, and ordnined th�t before n mnn_ could

become n freeman he bnd to make nn essay with l11s own hnncls m !he

presence of masters, which work was to be pre7ented b�foro � m?etmg

of the brethren. The ordinance was repented m 1733, m which it was

mentioned thnt strnngers who might wish to become freemen pcwtcrcrs

of the Perth Hammermen Incorporation had first of nll to present essay

pieces. . . . 
Tinkers nnd pott.ers, who m their crnfts were so closely nlhccl to the

pewterers, were members of the Perth Hnmmcrmen Incorporntion from
very cnrly times, and nlthough they were not supposed to practise nny
trode but their own, it is more thnn likely thnt in some case!i nt least
they worked at thnt of tho pewterer as well. 

The earliest record of a tinker, or to use the old ScotA term, n tinkfor,
being mentioned by name in tho records wns in 1594, when we find thnt
one Robert Robertson, '' tinlder," wns fined for tho very offence of practis
ing another crnft than his own, by doing n potter's work; but tiukcrR nrc
mentioned before this dnte na being members of tho lncorporntion. 'l'hnt
the potters nt lenst did work in pewter there is n ccrtuin umount of
evidence in the entry relating to this craft which nppcnrR in the records
in �603, whe� James Lefronch wns ndmittcd ns a frcemnn pewterer of
the lncorporot1on, ns ho wns tho son of Arthur Lef rench who is described
ns being n. potter; nnd ns he bud been apprenticed to 

1

his father nncl in
consequence must hn.vo received his trninin"' in tho powtcrcrs' crnft in
his pa.rent's sl1op, it is foirly safe to nssum� thnt tho fother must hrwo
worked to some extent nt lenst iu pewter. Agnin in 1608 there is
nnot�er men�ion wl1ich .serves to confirm tho the�ry, when George
Massie, who �s nlso described n.s u. potter, wns ndmitted ns a' f reemnn to!he Pewterers Craft. In t?o list of css1\y pieces fixed upon nnd specified m 1655, thnt of tho potter s wns "I\ brnsino pott" or · th E 1· h ft d b } 'l , ' , 1D O • ng IR 0 

0• ny, a rass pot, w 11 st tho tmkers hnd to present n . 
11 an h bl ('l) d 1 .,1 ,, . s an essay piece_ep e . nn I\ au o ; m tho Inst item it will bo noted th tc . 1
of wluch tho., hepblo" nncl the lndle wore to be mndo . t 

o;� ria
das white-iron or tinned sheet-iron had not th d

1s �o spec e ' Ill� 
en ma e it.a appearance m
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Perth, there is n possibility that the hepblo nnd ladle mny have been 
mndo of pewter. 

The first mention we ho.vo in tho Perth Incorporation records 
of whitc-ironsmiths or, ns thoy nre called in these times, tinsmiths, 
is not until nearly the middle of tho eighteenth century-in 1789, 
when, curiously enough, tho word tinsmith is used instead of tho older 
dcsigantion of white-ironsmiths. Tho record refers to the fact thnt 
chnrity wns given to one "George Brown, tinsmith." This George 
Brown must hnvo sunk low, for in 1708 he is mentioned na being one of 
tho oflicers or senrchers of tho Incorporntion, nnd n. pewterer to boot. 
,vhntcvcr his reason for defection from the Powtcrers' Crnft, it docs not 
seem to hnvc done him much good, or ho would not in 1739 hnvc been 
recch•iug chnrity from his old comrades. 

Tho next crnftsmnn to tnko up tho crnft of o. white-ironsmith 
wns one David Young, who became n freeman in that trndo in 
1751 ; he hncl q un 1i fled in the pl'ovious yonr ns n frecmnn in no less 
thnu three crafts, those of pewterer, coppersmith nnd founder. After 
this dntc the ndmission of freeman white-ironsmitbs into the In
corporation wns quite n common event. In 1771, the pewterers 
ccnso to ho mentioned nt nll, nnd the white-ironsmiths bulk still 
more lnrgely than hitherto; nud ns several of these craftsmen, together 
with coppersmiths nn<l founders, hnd been apprenticed to pewtercrs, it is 
not improbable thnt some of them nt lcnst mnde smnll quantities of 
powtcr-wurc, nnd thnt ns tho pewtcrers ns n separnto trade decreased in 
importnncc, tho other trndes gradually usurped their former exclusive 
functious. Tho possession of bu.d metnl nnd the use of it were punished 
by n fine, but be it said to tho praise of the pewterers of Perth, there is 
in tho records which extend over two centuries nnd n half only one 
conviction ngninst them of using such metnl. The entry is in 1GG5, 
when Thomns Thornebournc, pewterer, nnd Andrew Chrystic, who is 
described elsewhere as a founder, but who evidently did pewterer's 
work, were fined for being in possession of bad metnl, which they hnd 
purchased from ,Villinm Chrystie and another who wns IL pewterer in 
Dundee. This lnat mentioned craftsman was n master pewterer of 
Edinburgh, nnd na his nnmo docs not nppenr in tho records of the 
Hnmmermen Incorporation of that city ns over having broken tho 
ordinance ngninst the use or possession of bad metal, it is probnble thnt 

D 
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h · ht enouO'h mnn who thought it no sin, ns long ns he kept
e wns an upr1g o 

' • h 1 · 
free from thnt pnrticulnr offence in his own commuruty, to c eo.t us

relntion in Perth I • • 
Another serious charge wns made and �ustamed ���mst two

... rs 1·n 1656 who were snid to be from Edmburgh, "ilhnm Scottpe,v11ere , 
b · · f nnd James Allan by unme. Their offence �as the rmgmg o pewt�r 

nrticles mnde of bnd metal into Perth, to sell m the market held n t  cert.am
times of the week in the Hirrh Street of that city. Amongst the pewter

nrticles were some pint stoups (tnppit hens), which lntter were found :o 
be of insufficient metal, nnd so were confiscated by tho Deacon. For tlus 
breach of tho statutes of the Incorporation these two cro.ftsmen were

fined the sum of ten pounds Scots in addition to the confiscation of the 
indifferent ware. It seems rnther curious that ,vmiam Scott should have

been cnught thus breaking the ordinnnces, as two years earlier there is 
another entry in the Perth Incorporation's records showing that he hnd 
been found guilty and fined for the very same offence. ,vminm Scott 
and James Allnn, although described ns being pewterers of Edinlmrgh, 
were evidently not, for their nnmes do not nppenr in the lrnmmcrmen's 
records of that city, though there is n touch upon the touch plntcs, with 
the initials '\V. S. and the date 1634, which might have belonged to the

former. 
Certain items of informntion tbnt nppenr in the records of the Perth 

Hammermen nnd not to be found in the records of nny similnr body in 
the _other towns �how thnt some if not nll the incorporntions were in tho 
hnb1t of purchas�ng the moulds nnd iustruments of needy nnd decensc<l 
pewte�ers nnd like craftsmen for the benefit of the body us n whole. 
Th_us m 170!> the incorporation bought from one Murk ,v ood, whoevid�ntly wns n pewterer, though tlic records do not tell us so, tho mouldsand instrument� of the Pewtcrcr's Craft for four hundred morks (Scots).A lntcr entry m 1714 bcnrs thnt John Strncbnn nud· Heury Grahnmbought from the incorporntion the moulds and instruments purchnsedfrom the late pewterer John Rnmsny the sum the pur h .d th· · . ' c nscrs pn1 upon

lS occasion bemg fo�r hundred nnd seventy mcrks (Scots). As wns the case m other h · . 
cnme into th t d 

nmmermen mcorpornt1ons, unfrecmcn who
• 

0 ow1;1, nn �efuscd to join the Perth Hnmmermen Incor-
�::r:

t::, �nd f rnct1Sed th�1r crnft in_ defiance of tho ordinnnccs of that body,t oo ed upon with nny fr10ncUy eye, nnd in 1732 wo find the



THE INCORPORATION OF THE HA1\lMERl\lEN OF PERTH 51 

Incorporation of Perth issuing an order to ira members to be careful to 
observe if any of tho burgesses of the town employed unfreemen, and a 
further command, most probably to that ollicinl known ns "tho officer," to 
seize nny work that these " aliens " might have mnde. Agnin, in 17 52 

another order was issued to tho effect thnt unfreemen prnctising their 
crnfts or working in tho town nnd not conforming to tho Incorporation's 
rules were to be prosecutecl. Forty yenrs Inter, in 1791, burgesses who 
employed unfreemen and who hnd not registered them llS servanra and 
paid the necessary tax, were ordained to be prosecuted in the same 
mnnner as the uufreemcn themselves. 

___________________________,_ 
-



CHAPTER VI 

TilE INCORPORATION OF IIAM?itERMEN OF DUNDEE 

COTLAND in the time of Jnmes V. nnd Mary was not the well

s populnted country thnt we know to-dny ; its towns �verc very

smnll indeed compared with what they nre nt the present bmc. 

Edinburgh, the capital, was nnturnlly, ns may be su�poscd, hy _fnr

the largest nnd most important city in the kingdom, yet 1�s population
in tho middle of the sixteenth century wns only some tlnrty th�usantl
odd soul!!. Next in importance came Dundee, with n populnt10� of 
barely eight thousand, n great difference from thnt of the cap1t�l. 
From tl1cse facts it is obvious thnt such n small town would require 
but few crnftsmen to supply the wnuts of the better clas:i _of itB
inhnbitante, nnd it is not surprising to find thnt there nrc m the 
curliest list of the Incorporntion of llnmmermen of Dundee only thirty
five craftsmen. This list is dnted 1587, nud is contninc<l iu the 
oldest existing record book of the Hammermen of tlrnt city. There iB 
little reason to doubt that tho Dundee Incorporation wns of much 
earlier origin; nlthough the older of tho two books now iu cxh-1tcuce 
dealing with tho body dates only from 1587, there is evidence iu this 
work that this was not the first of the records of the bouy. It is 
impossible to gnther from the books nny informntion ns to how tuo 
Hammermen of Dundee were conuectcd with the Church before the Refor. 
mntion, hut it mny be taken for granted thnt just ns the other hnmmermcn
bodies throughout the country Imel ndopted St Eloi ns their patron snint,and bad mnintnined altars dedicated to his memory in the pnrish churchesof the towns in which the incorporations held power, so tuc Hnmmermenof Dundee hn� probably � no wo.y departed from whnt nppcnrs to hnvcbeen nn csto.bhshed practice nmongst these bodies and one thnt would inall likelihood be lnid down nnd approved of by th� Church before 1561. The demnnd for pewter-ware in Dundee nt the date thnt the recordscommence (1587) must have been very small indeed and this mny be� I 

\ 
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gathered from tho fact thnt there is in the roll of thirty-five crnft.smen 
only one pewterer or "peuderer," n., ho is described, one .Mnrtein Gray by 
nnme. This smnll demand for what wns at the time in question nn almost 
esscntinl pnrt of tho furnishings of at any rnte the better class burgesses' 
homes, mny hnvo been <luc to one or two causes, or probably both; one 
being thnt Dundee wns nt that period n. comparatively poor town, and it.a 
inhabitants mny hnvo been only able to afford tho rough pottery, treen or 
wooden wnre, or horn and leather ware instead of tho moro costly pewter 
plate; or thnt they mny hnvo bought this class of goods from cro.ft.smen 
other thnn those who belonged to the Ho.mmermen Incorporation of the 
town, nnd who, ns wus stated in tho case of Edinburgh, were allowed to 
bring nncl oxposo their goods for anlo during certain fixed hours in the 
mnrket plncc upon special mnrket do.ya of the week. But whether the 
worthy burges�cs nncl their wives bought their pewter plates and stoups 
from freemen or unfrecmcn, the foct remnins that n.t tho end of tho sixteenth 
century M1lrtcin Gray WM tho solo registered pewterer in the burgh of 
Dundee. ThuR untmmmelled by competition ho evidently hnd a good 
businc!-ls, nud iu 1599 we find hia son Patrick Grn.y being entered ns a 
freemnn of the craft. From that dnto tho Powterers' Trade seems to 
hnvc incrcru;e<l to some extent, but it never attained anything like tho 
dimensions thnt it rcnched in Edinburgh. 

Tho earliest orclinnuces or statutes of tho Incorporation of Hommer
men of Dundee nro of tho snmo <lnto ns the roll of craftsmen, i.e. 1587. 

It i.'i needless, nnd not my intention, to troublo tho render with tho 
whole of the ordinances, some twenty-five in number, but merely to 
give Kuch extracts from them ns more directly bear upon the subject 
with which this book deals. 

Tho first rule ordnined thnt no ono be admitted ns a freeman 
until ho had served a six years' apprenticeship nnd one year for meo.t nnd 
fee. Ilo 11n.d to bo well qunliflcd in his pnrticulnr crnft in order thnt tho 
King's lieges might be truly served. Before ho could set up a booth or 
shop ho presented an essay or " mnsterstick" to tho Deacon nod tho 
other

. 
brethren of tho Incorporation, to show thnt ho was capable of 

cnrrymg out such work by himself. This rule wns similnr to thnt 
ordained by nenrly o.11 tho hnmmermen incorporations of tho other towns, 
such ns Edinburgh, tho Canongntc, and also tl1ose of tho various towns 
dealt with in tho chapters which follow. 
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R 1 three contained an ordinance against a servant either working
u e k. " h . 

t other men's work in his own master's shop, or wor �mg 1or t ClI' own

�nster at some craft other thnn that particular one he professed to

practise. . . 
Rule five dcnls with almost the same matter as the previous one, wluch

seems to have been a very common grievance amongst the freemen of the

different hnmmermen incorpon1tions, only in this case it is the masters

themselves who come in for the admonition. For breaking this ordinnuce

the penalty wns n fine of forty shillings (Scots). 
The articles to which the different crafts of the Hnmmcrmen of this

Incorporation were to confine themselves nre given in cousidernhle
detail, those falling within the pewtcrcr's sphere of industry being
"stouppis (measures or drinking-pots), plettis (plates), nn<l tnmchcris
(trenchers) and siclyk" (suchlike). 

Rule four dcnls with the punishment to be meted out to servnnts
nnd apprentices who defrauded their mtL�ters in goods or gear. This rule
wns evidently pnsscd to prevent scrvnnts nod npprcnticcs stealing
mnterinls or tools nnd selling tho anmo to those persons who were, ns hns
been the cnse at all periods of tho world's history, only too ready to
encourage noel help tho wrongdoer for their own unlawful profit. For
the first offence the defaulter land to pny the sum of twenty-two shillingB
{Scots), bnt for the second lnpso from virtue he wns to he bnui�hed from
the craft nnd wns prohibited from ever nt nny time bccomin,, n frce-
mnn of it. 

0 

Tho seventh rule ordnincd thnt no crnftsmllll wns to get tho
better of �nother, or try to got work thnt was not rightfully l1is
own, nnd m _order to prevent undue competition ho was enjoined not
to s°?k work m nny wny, but to wnit until such work should be brou<rht
to hi°:1-. rather n different picture from that of the present ngc° of
ndvertIBmg �nd genern� underselling I 

�nlo eight �ontams somewbnt curious provisions, not n littlenruusmg., nod which show that tl1c men of these fnr off times werenot unlike the men of to d · tl · r ill' . . · ny m 1c1r 1n ngs, albeit their modes ofexpression Illlght sound quaint to mod the craft seem to bnvc b . er_n cnrs. Tho brethren of
., els d 

een somewhnt given to the use of violentuee nn strong words d 1 · 
or servant th t 

, nn ru c eight ODJoins that nny craftsman a goes to nny markets in this realm (Scotland), nnd
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who injures nnyonc through violent deeds or blasphemous words in 
tho setting up of stands or getting of '' rowms 11 (spaces to place the 
stands upon), for tho mnrkct, would be subject to n fino of forty 
shillings (Scots). In thoso clnys swenring nnd blnsphemy were crimes 
in Scotlnud which in some cnscs entailed cnpitnl punishment. 

Rule ten wns o. very importnnt one, ordaining as it did thnt every 
master wns to mnkc his work of good nnd sufficient quality, which 
quality wns to be tho snmo as thnt of his essny piece, nnd thnt no 
fault wns to be found with tho work-i.e. it must be of proper quality 
nnd workmanship-under tho pennlty of confiscntion of tho snme nnd 
tho imprisonment fot· one month or longer of tho offender. This rule 
nffcctcd the po,,·terers us much ns nny of the craftsmen, insomuch as 
they were obliged to mnko their wnres of good metnl, truo in form, free 
from nir holes nml nll other imperfections. 

Disohc<lieucc to tho Dencon, or impeding nn officer of the In
corporntion in his duty wns n very dire offence nud wns punished by 
n fine of forty shillings (Scots), nud tho offender might be, in nddition, 
puuishcd l,y being <lischnrged from tho freedom of the Incorporntion as 
the Deacon nucl brethren might consider tho spccinl circumstances to justify. 

ltulc eighteen forbade nuy person to tnke nn "nlien II servnnt, i.e. 
nny person who wns not a nntive of Dundee, unless he hnd previously 
been apprenticed to the snme trnde nt which the master himself worked, 
or else he hnd been npprenticcd to the fnthcr or brother of the mnstcr 
nnd hnd thoroughly lcarut his craft. "\Vhen tho muster took such n 
sen·nut ho hn<l to tnkc him bcforo the Deacon, nnd after sntisfying that 
august oflicinl nud two other mnstors ns to his servnut's qualifications, 
he pnid n fee of six shil1ings nud eightpence (Scots). 

"\Vith tho booking of nu npprenticc, rule twenty-two ordnined thnt 
the mnster, upon the npprcntice's nnme being inscribed in the "locked 
book," should pny the sum of twenty-six shillings nncl eightpence (Scots) 
"for the interests of tho crnft," and there wns n still further charge of 
three shillings nnd fourpence (Scots) for inserting his nnmo in tho book. 

The Book, or "lockit book,'' as it is usually spoken of in the old 
records, wns one of tho chief record books of tho hnmmermcn in
corporations, nnd one in which tho names of npprenticcs nnd tho dates 
of their being bound were inserted, na well as tho nnmcs nnd dntcs 
of craftsmen upon their ndmission ns freemen of tho incorporations ; it 

t-
5 
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likewise contained nny pnrticnlnr item of informatio?, such as special 

d. t . it wns kept by the Boxmnster along with the other hooks
or mnnces, e c. , d , k' ,, b 
of the craft in a double and sometimes treblo locke ' IBt or �x ;

the book itself, in order to preserve its contents better from t_oo pry�g

nnd unauthorised eyes, wns bouncl with iron bands, and furmsbcd with

one or two locks. 
,Vhen nn · npprentico wns booked, it nppea:;5 �hnt pnrt of the fco

pnid by or for him wns devoted to a "banquet given to the brethren

of tho Croft; but the term bnnquet wns probably nn imposing name

applied to what wns in n11 probability little moro than a stou� . of
wine with some edibles, such n.� oat cakes nud cheese t The fom1hur
cake and wine bnnquets with which tho civic fathers of the various 
towns throughout Scotland delight so often to regale municipal guest.�, 
appears to be merely a survival of the old expression. 

Before nn npprentico who hnd served bis npprcnticcship passed his 
tests, nnd finnlly qunlified ns n freeman of tho Cruft or set up n booth 
or opened n shop of his own nnd so Lccnmo o. master, ho had to pny 
the Incorporation tho sum of ten merks, nnd two more merks for hL'I 
fcllO\v craftsmen. This wns nlso 1111 occnsion for another lmnquet. 

The son of n. freeman, however, on becominrr o. mnstcr, wus not 
bo�d to pny for this customnry bnnquet, but only the sum of forty 
shillmgs (Sco:5) "for tho benefit of tho Craft" nud twenty shillings 
(Scots) for drink, upon the occasion of the cnrolliurr of his nnmc in the 
"lockit book." 

0 

Besides �he �oregoing ordinances there were others which regulnted 
mo:e th_e socml life . of the crnftsmnn thnn his trade, and possess i;omo
curious mterest, n bnef glunco at which will not weary tho render. 

. 'ro t�ko n. neighbour's house or booth, or engage another's servnnt
with?ut h1B leave, was punished by n. fine of ten mcrks. Another rulo
ordamed �hat no mnstcr wns to take nn apprentice unless he (tho mnster)
�118 �n�ned, nnd ?very time the master married ho paid the sum ofsix shilhnos nnd eightpence (S ts) t h f d 

In ° . . 
co O t e un s of tho Incorporntton. ndd1t1on to these ordinances passed m· 1587 th t th h' l , ere wero wo u e:s w tc l appear to hnvo been pnssed nbout tho t· 0 ordams thnt onl th fr 

snmo 1mo. nc Y osc un cemen mnrr · fr be admitted as freemen of t 
ymg eemen s daughters shoul� 

tho Dencon l)l'oke nny of th 

h: crn�t, nnd the other stntes thn.t if
0 orcgomg rules he hnd to pay double 
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the ordinnry fines ; nn excellent principle for ensuring tho proper 
performnnco of officinl duties. 

In IG0G tho first of tho ndditionnl rules wn.s rescinded by tho passing 
of no orclinnnco which ordnined that unfreemen mnrrying freemen's 
dnughters wcro not to bo ndmittccl n.s freemen of tho Incorporation, ,vbilst 
the freemen's dnughters whoo thoy made such marringes lost nil tho 
privileges to which they would otherwise hnve been entitled. 

It wns not uutil 1663 thnt we find any further ordinances enacted 
by the Incorporntion thnt denls with the Pcwtcrcrs' Crnft of Dundee, but 
nt thnt dnto an ordinance wns pnsscd which nffectcd uot only this crnft, 
but nlso similnr crofts, uud n.s it is so very important we have ventured 
to give it  in full in tho originnl Scots with nnn�tntiou of words where 
DCCCS; nry. 

11 1 Ono branch of the Trude not to perform tho work of others 8th 
Aprill, 1GG3.-,Vith consent of the Dcncon nncl wholl hrethron of tho 
hnmmcrmen '£red, It is stntut nncl ordcuied because of scvernll nbwsscs 
thnt his bcin comitcu nmong vs. Thnt 110 brassier sull miclle (meddle) to 
chcmy (crltc,·) 1>cwtc1· 01· meml 1Jewtc1· or nuy petter, (potter) or tiukler, 
or nuy other member of owr 1.'red Hick lyk. Thnt no 1Je1tte1'er workc1· 
sail mi<lill with bms 01· coppc1•1 nml thnt ilk member snll follow tho 
snme, null thnt owry Dcncon snll sic this Act fullfille<l, nnd this to be nnd 
hegino from tho clnitt for snid, ns witness our hnnc.ls nt dundio dny nnd 
dnitt forrmi<l, whilk dny is the oicht (eighth) clny of Apryll lGG3 zeirs, 
null to bo cxncLly followed, nucl this subscryvnt by tho Dencou John 
Hobert, uml craft of the brethren, nml this don nccording to the order 
of tho 'J'rcd." 

l•'rom tho wording of tho foregoing Act it would seem thnt others 
besides qunlific<l pcwterors workc<l in tho mot.al, if not nctunlly in mnking 
goods, ut nuy ruto in mending nud rc-cnsting such nrticlcs ns were mndo in 
it nml which required repairs. This statute would only npply to the town 
of Dumleo itself, tho lmmmermcu incorporntions hnving no jurisdiction 
ouL�itle tho towns nnd their suburbs, so it is likely thnt tho mending und 
even tho mnnufucturc of pewter vessels wns cnrried on by tho potters 
nncl tinkers in country districts round nbout Dundee, ns there seem 
to hnvo been no Acts pnssed nt this or uny other timo to provcnt their 
doing so. 

1 "The Dursh Lllwa of Dundee," by Alex. J. Warden, 1''.S.A.Scot. 
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f Ed' burgh those of Dundee were forbidden
Unlike the pcwtcrcra o m ' 

h' h tl to 
nt this date to work in brass and c?pper, n c_rnft w ic icy appear 

1iave mctiscd until the framing of this regulation. . 
in the ear 1668 an Act Wl18 passed by which_ memb_cra ,�ere agam,

as by the sintutcs of 158?, required to prove therr qunhficntion before

admission 118 freemen. It is 118 follows :- . . 
1 "Members to prove their qualifications before ndm1ss1on, 14th

"t..T be 1668.-The snid day Robert Hnmiltouue, Poutherer, nnd J.,ovem r, 
d' ·t1. th 11 ofDeaconc of the Hammermen Trade of Dun 1c, w� u e counse_ 

the said Trade, Actcs and ordaiues that no mnn hce1r�ftcr be nd1�1tt�d 
mnistcr in nny siz of the snid Trade_, withou� �1c give ane fa1thfu1l 
tryrul of his profession, and nne prnctionen thcmn ; . and thnt 110 man 
take in to serve him a serv' (servant) bot (but) whnt lus mnster cnu tench 
h. " 1m. 

Another Act Wl18 vnsscd some twcuty-eight ycnrs later regulating the 
sn1e of blacksmith nnd pewter work iu the burgh of Dundee by unfrcc
mcn, who, it appears, sold wnre of but poor quality (Chapter I I.). 

In the same year ns the above, the IInmmcrmen of Dundee pm1scd 
another Act with regard to banquets upon tho occasion of admission of 
freemen and unfrcemcn, nud the Act of this date abolished this custom 
of fonncr times, n sum of money Leing pnid over to the Cmft iu lieu of 
tho same. 

But the brethren were not to be altogether done out of the jollificn
tion of the banquet, for besides the " oicht pound Scots money" which nn 
1 1  alien" or stranger master hnd to puy before becoming n freeman mMter, 
he had nlso to provide II nue qunrt of wyn " before the locked Look was 
opened for the inscribing of his nnme. Free musters for some rcnsou or 
other, not stated, hnd to pny rather more for the snme privilc"c the sumsbeing five pounds {Scots) iu plnco of the banquet nnd n quart �f wine, nndn further sum of five pounds {Scots) for n booking fee. Free npprenticcshnd n. sum of twenty merks to pny upon being booked, nnd when becoming n mnstcr twel_ve pound� {Scots) without nuy banquet. The last part ofthe Act contnms n. ccrtnm nmount of unconscious humour nucl shows thntthe Scotsmnn of tho seventeenth century was ns fond of his liquor ns hisprototype of to-dny. It runs ns follows:-

s '' And lnstlic nll banquets fcnsts nn unucccsHnr drinkiu" on the trades
1 & 2 11 The Durgh Laws of Dundee,'' by Alex J. Wnr<lcn, F.S.A.�cot.

-------
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expenses, be the Dencon present nnd to come, or nnie others of the s11

trudc, is hereby dischnrged in nil tymo cuming." 
In 1712 n new series of ordinnnccs were passed by tho Dunde� 

Ilnmmermen which nffected generally nll the crafts comprised within the 
incorporntion ; but ns few directly bcnr upon the Pcwterers' Trade, it will 
snflice to notice the most interesting of them in the briefest mnnner. 

Rule two forbade anyone to be n freemtlll unless he were n. burgess. 
Rule three. No upprentico wns nllowed to work at nnything in his 

master's shop snvo nt his mnster's work. 
Rule four. Every mnn to work nt his own particular trade nod 

no other. 
Rule seven. No crnftsmnn to tnkc another's work. 
Rulo Rixtccn. No one but n mnrried man to tnke nn npprentice. 
The nbove five rules nro the only ones thnt renlly affected tho 

pewterers' nctunl craft : the remaining ones regulnted tho socinl life of the 
crnftiunnn ns n who)o, such as rule nineteen, which ordained that Sabbn.th
hreakers hn<l to pay n fine of two merks. 

At the end of tho seventeenth century, from nn entry in the locked 
book of tho Incorporntion of the Ilummermen of Dundee, it mny bo 
gnthercd thnt the demnnd for pewter wns somewhnt in excess of the 
supply, for in 1672 n craftsman, Thomns Ferguson, bound himself 
down uot to import ,my pewte1· vessels into the burgh of Dundee, to 
the prejudice of tho trnde, under tho penalty of a. fine of twenty pounds 
(Scots). 'l'his 'l'bomns Ferguson was not n freeman pewterer of the 
lncorporntion, nor docs his nume nppenr in the llnmmermen records, tllld 
the inference is, that he wns nn unfrecmun who brought his work into 
the town und aold it clandestinely upon other thnn the nppointed market 
days, nt which unfreemen's work might bo lnwfully exposed for snle in 
open mnrkct. 

The price of tho crnftsmen's wares wns fixed by one of the town 
officin)s, gcnernlly tho Denn of Guild, nnd nny dcvintion from the fixed 
value was punished hy the imposition of n fine ; thus in 1792 we find 
thnt one ,villinm Doig wns fined tho sum of twenty shillingi:i sterling for 
the benefit of the poor for this off encc. 

The first mention of the admission of n frcemnn wbitc-ironsmith 
(tinsmith) into tho Dundee Incorporntion occurs in 1715, but niter that 
dntc the nnmcs of whitc-ironsmiths occur frequently ; indeed, in 17 46 tho 
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last pewterer seems to have been admitted, an� a�tcr th�t da�e only whitc
ironsmiths appear in tho book. AB these wh1tc-1ro�m1ths � s�me cases 
appear to have worked at other trades th�n the mn�g of �hitc-ll'onwo.re, 
it has been thourrht best to include their nnmca m the hats of freemen ,  

0 

(Appendix B). . . . . 
During the eighteenth century, m spite of the ordinances pnssed m

1587 and 1668 forbidding craftsmen to work nt any branch of the trade 
other than tbnt which they professed, it became quite the custom in Dundee 
for a craftsman to prnctiso more than one craft; thua in 1739, Alcxauder 
Smith, a watchmaker, wns admitted ns o. freemnn pewterer nud in 1715

Jo.mes ,vminmson was admitted o. freeman whitc-ironsmith nnd copper
smith. There nro other instances of this practice, hut tho above two will
serve to show tbnt the rule ns to practising one craft only wns not 
closely adhered to in Inter times. 

Tho llnmmermen of Dundee, nccor<ling to the roll of crnftameu in
1587 consisted of the following crafts: smiths, lockmakers, gnir<lmnkerij (sword-gunrd mnkers), goldsmiths, sword slippers (sword cutlers), lorimcrs(those who mndo tho iron parts of sn<ldlcry), cutlers, gunmukers,pewtcrers and snddlers. Other trades were ncl<led ns time went on, suchas coppersmiths, whitc-ironsmiths nn<l wntcbmnkera. Amongst the mnny rules pnssecl from time to time by the brethren ofthe Incorporation for the regulation of tho different crnfts nml tho benefitof. tl�e trnde generally there docs uot uppcur in nuy portion of the twoexistm� books nny ordinance with regard to the stamping of tho pewtcrwar� with the crnftsmnn's privnto mnrk or "touch." Tho vnrious Acts ofPnrhnment referred to in Chapter XV. would, however, npply cqunlly tothe Dundeo cr:\ftsmen ns to all others throughout tho country. The mce�mg place of tho Hammermeu of Dundee, ns wns also thnt of tlie other mcorporntcd trades or craft.a in thnt ci'ty d · th · 

h , wns, urmrr o s:tcent nnd se�entecnth centuries, in a somewhat singular spot, n;mclyt r:.r. common burial place of the town ; but nfterwards in 1798 all tboc ts or trades, �he Hammermen included, met in a b�ildin called thoTrades Hnll, which hns suffered the f: t f 
g 

and historical, nnd has been demolish 
n
d
e o so much th�t is �nteresting

comfort, of 6 latter-day race. 
e for the converuonco, if n ot tho

In 1778 the Trades Hall bcin c 1 d allotted to the various trades h. h 
g om

d
p etc ' the different rooms werew tc serve to make up tho Nino Trades

., 

-__,_,_
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of Dundee. Tho rooms were numuered nnd drawn for by lots. The 
bakers, cordiners, tnilors, hnmmermen, nnd weavers occupying the 
five largest rooms, whilst tho glovers, bonnetmakers, fleshers and 
walkers (fullers) were given tho four smaller rooms. Tho Ho.mmermen 
occupied the middle room upon the second floor. The rooms, from tho 
records, do not nppear to have been quite finished on entry, ns ench trade 
wns obliged to plaster nnd fit up their own npnrtment. This an-nngemcnt, 
however, mn.y have been advised, as it left ench trade free to adorn its 
particular homo according to its special cbnrncter and fancy. 

D •



CHAPTER VII

TUE INCORPORATION 01" JIAMlIERME N OF ABEROl-:t�

A
LTHOUGH thnt pnrt of Scotlnnd known ns the counties of 1\ber_decn·

shire nncl Kincnrclincshire wns the stronghold from the bcgmnmg of

the seventeenth century down to our own times of the Episcopnl Church

in Scotlnncl, nncl ns this Church in the course of its mnuy chnuges, from

prosperity to poverty, would presumnbly hnve �sed 11 cerl:iin nmouut of
communion nud other vcascls mndo of pewter m tho plnce of others of
more precious mctnls, it is n curious nnd interesting fuct thnt hct,,:ccn
tho ycnrs 1581 nnd 17G5 only cloven powtcrers Reem to hnvc prn�t1�c<l
tho craft in Aberdeen, the grnnito city. An cxnmiuntiou of the cxistmg 
powtcr church plntc of the Episcopnl Church in Scotlnml mny in u 
mensure throw some light upon this scarcity of crnftamcn of the pcwtcrcrs' 
trade, for there is not, amongst n coneidernble numLer of church vc.'i�c]g, 
<lnting from tho middle of tho seventeenth down to cnrly ycnrK of the 
nineteenth centuries, one single piece which cnn be defiuitely snid to 
hnvo been made hy a pewterer of Ahcnlcen; n11 those piccc.'i which 
are marked bcnr tho stumps of either Edinburgh or, in Komo cases, of 
London workers in tho motnl. And whnt wns tho custom in tho Church 
<luring tho seventeenth nnd eighteenth centuries, may very well he Rnid to 
hnvo been tnking plnce iu tho homes of the burges.c,es of Ahcrdccu, viz., 
thnt they were probnbly to 1\ grcnt extent dependent for their supply 
of powtor-wnro from tho Lwo cnpitnls just mentioned. 'l1hcro nro nlso 
other. rensous which might nccount for tho scnrcity of pcwtcrcrs within
tho_ c1_ty of Abe�·deen! ono being thnt, liko tho J>cople of Dundee, tho
mnJority of tho mhnlnlnuts of tho former city hnd not the mcnns to buy
tho moro costly powter•wnro, but were fain to content themselves withenting nml <lrinkiug vessels mo.do of more humulo mnterinls. Anotherrensou ml\y lmvo_ �en thnt iu thl\t pnrt of tho country tl10 number ofunfrecmcu prnctunng tho cruft or importing pewter into tho countryfrom nhrond wns possibly very numerous. It is rnther a. s ingular

n 
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coiucidence thnt both Dundee nod Aberdeen, towns on the East Const of 
Scotland, and both of which hnd n lnrgo Contiucntnl trade, should show 
such u smnll proportion of pcwterers in proportion to the other crnf� of 
their llnmmcrmen Ineorporntious. It seems very probnble that n good 
denl of illicit trnding wns done in pewtcr-wnrc, which would be imported 
from such places on the Continent ns Bruges, .Antwerp, Rottcrdnm, 
Amstcrdnm, und tho French ports, nil of which plnces, nt tho beginning 
of the sixteenth nnd <lown to the cud of the eighteenth centuries, mndo nnd 
exported lnrgo qunntities of pewter utensils of nil sor�. Such nrticles / 
would be brought iuto tho town by tho vessels trading from these ports, 
uml in spite of the strict statutes in force in nil Scottish towns in tho 
sixteenth, seventeenth nnd eighteenth centuries, regulnting the im1,ortn
tion of goods detrimcntnl to tho trndes of the different craftsmen of tho 
vnrious burgh!-!, would ho sold privntely by tho owner or, in por�, Ly tho 
skipper of the ves1�el to his friends nnd customers, who, although they 
might even bo of the Town Council itself, would be blind enough not to 
oh:,crve n breach of the ordinnnces or of tho lnw where their pockets were 
conccrnccl. Thnt lurge qunntities of other goods beside pewter vessels 
,vere imported into Scotlnn<l from Frnuco nud tho Low Countries, 
through the vnrious port.13 upon tho Enst Const of Scotlnnd nnd even of 
Englnm1, one 1s quite nwnre, for oven now iu these dnys of tho uprooting 
of everything thnt iM oltl from the pince whcro it hns Jain for centuries, from 
time to time in tho old houses which still exist in tho smnll towns nnd 
villngeR thnt lino tho Forth, or on other parts of the enst const, fircplaccs 
Hct with Dutch tiles, cnndelribrns, cnudlestieks, or camllebo:ccs, often of 
Flemish or Dutch design, mny Rtill be unenrthed. �luch old foreign brnss

wrUJ to he found not mnny yenl'IJ ngo in mnny homes nil over tho Enst 
CoMt of Scotlnn<l, tho importntion of which into the towns must. hnvo
been, under ccrtnin conclitious, n distinct breach of the luunmcrmcn mcor
pomtions' rulcM; nml if brnss wns thus imported, it is not nt 1tll nn 
uurensonablc deduction to say thnt mnny powte1· vessels found thd1· 
wny iuto tho houses of the burgesses from tho sumo sourced nud Ly 
similar means. Aberdeenshire, too, wns n great stronghold of tho 
gypsies, who not only prnctised tho trndc of tinkers nnd pottera, but 
mended brnss nnd pewter-ware, nod in nil likelihood mndo to tmn.10
extent tho rough nod smaller articles uaunlly fashioned nnd sold m 
tho mctnl, such ns spoons, nnd oven smnll plntcs 1uul stoups. It is 
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b bl . d d tha.t not only the gypsies of Aberdeenshire but those
pr
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0 ot er nc . 1 ·r . all . h mmcrmen incorporations; but tlus contro' 1 it re y ever
vn�1o

t
u
d
s n 

ld only have been purely nominal at the best, except when 
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r h' h the rr-mmermen hnd powers. But whatever the era tsmen o w 1e n.u . . 
reason for the small number of pcwtcrers existing m A�rdccn �urmg 
two centuries, whether their trade was spoilt by th? 1�portnt1on of 
foreign pewter, or whether by the gypsiC8, or by a comb10at1on of cnuses, 
it will probably never be definitely known, for the rcco�ds of tl�c Incor
poration of Hammermcn of Aberdeen givo us nll tho mformntlon thnt 
there is to get to-day upon the craft, and that is of a more or less meagre 
character, and no mention is made of such articles ns pewter vessels 
having been imported nt any time into the town. 

The earliest record book now in existence relnting to the Ilnmmcr
men Incorporation of Aberdeen, begins in 1G33, though some ycarK ngo, 
when :Mr Ebenezer Bain mnde the res earches for his hook, 11 �Jerchnnt 
and Craft Guilds and the Aberdeen lncorporntc<l Trades," there nppcnra 
to have been another record book which began at the cnrlicr dnte of 1590, 
but this particular volume bns since gone the wny of so mnuy valunhle 
records, nnd has disnppcurcd. In this cnrlier book the different crnfts
which served to mnke up the Hmnmcrmen Incorporntion of Aberdeen 
were cnumcrntcd ns goldsmiths, blueksmiths, skinners, pcwtcrcrs, gluzicrs, 
wrights, potters, armourers and snddlcrs; afterwards, ns time went on and
new trndC8 in which craftsmen used tho 11nmmer nt their work came into 
existence, these were nddcd ns crafts to tho Aberdeen Iucorporntion : 
cutlers, glovers, gunsmiths; braziers, hook-makers, whitc-ironsmit11s, watchmakers and engineers. in addition to those just enumerated, rondoup the sum totnl of the different craft.a admitted into the Incorporation
of Aberdeen Hnmmermen durin(Y the two centuries nnd n half of its• 0 existence under the old conditions; for it still conducts meetinrrs nncl<lo_es_ things much ns it did up to 1840, though it is now with;ut theprivileges . of exclusive trading in towns, and other privileges whichwere nbohshed by n special Act of Pnrlinment nt that elate. It must,however, bo noted tbnt the Inst two crafts named in tho list tho "wntch�nkers nnd engineers," wero not admitted until tho beginning of thenmetcenth century, nnd consequently nen.r tho end of the interesting part,
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Flagon, lut half or llUl century, Engllah type. tanr, middle or 

UUl century, acoUilb make, Old n Paul'• Oburcb, Bdinburrh 

(BcoUlab Eplaoopal). See Appondlx D, pAgo 211, 
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o.t least to us, of the Incorporation's history; though, ns far back ns 1699

tho hnmmermen claimed tho right to regulate the trade o.nd work of 
the former of these craftsmen. 

The first '' Seal of Cause" or Charter of Incorporation wns gro.ntecl 
to the Hnmmermen of Aberdeen in 1579, though there is reason to believe 
thnt they mny ho.ve been in existence GS a body, but not o.s a. properly 
legalised one, prior to this clo.te. One of tho rules mentioned in the Seal 
of Cause of 1579 tells us thnt they still hnd, nnd worshipped o.t, nn nltar 
<le<licnted to St Eloi, and still extracted fines and fees from the journeymen 
nnd others in tho slmpe of wax, which wo.x wns mo.nufnctured into candles 
for tho lighting of this particular nltnr. This points to the fact that 
the Ilnmmennen of Aberdeen were in existence ns o.n orgo.nised 
hody before tho date of the granting of their "Seal of Cause." Upon 
the sixth <lay of Februnry 1G:J2, the Hammermen of Aberdeen were 
grnntcd n second "Senl of Unu!3e,'l which contained various ordinances or 
rules relating to the proper government nnd working of tho Craft. The 
first provision nmoug other things deals with unfreemcn, who, if they did 
not conform to the lucorporntion's stntutes, were declared liable to be 
punished. The second rule provides that no freeman wns to be made n. 
mmitcr of the Incorporntion until he had been examined by the Deacon 
mul his successors nnd found to bo n good cmftsmo.n; nnd, it also ordains 
thnt ho wtL'i to present nu cssn.y piece or "musterstick" of work, and tbnt 
no one wns to tnko up n forgo of his own until ho hnd been mndo n 
frcemnu. 

Tho u<lmissiou of members of the crnft as mn.stcrs or freemen was 
regulntcd iu tho Aber<lceu Incorporation with the same strictness ns in 
tho other luuumcrmen incorporations. In the ycnr 1677, nnotber 
onlinnuce similar to tho one in the "Seal of Ct1use" of 1632 wns passed 
by the lucorporntiou, which ennctcd thnt no member wns to be admitted 
into the craft unless ho first produced o.n u essay piece" or II mn.sterstick," 
which mn.sterstick was to be set to him by tho Deacon nnd mnsters of his 
cruft, and if this " masterstick" wns found to be sufficient he beco.mo n 
member after paying n certain specified sum into tho common box for the 
good of the incorporation. 

Tho "essay piece" at this elate, for the Powterers' Crnft in 
Aberdeen, wna ordered to be "a bnsin and n stoupo." In 1713 we find 
that the essay wo.s altered to the following articles-" nne possot can with 

B 
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( ts) d two handles and o. church cup of pewter." Thistwo stoups spou nu ' . · ·1 l· h l · •. of n church cup or commumon cup bemg prescri )Cc 
18 t C on y lDSL,ilDCe ,. 

t r th essay set to the pewtcrers by any of the hammermcn
ns par o e . h " " l 
bo 1. The yenr 1765 snw a further change m t c scy, as t 1ec 1es. . b " · . . I , 
11 essay" wns sometimes styled, when 1t then ecame six tlcnc icrR, n

tankard, nnd n chnmber pot." . . 
The third rule of the second " Seal of Cause" 1s � very <:ur1ous one,

und with the other just referred to, ngnin shows the surv1vnl, or It may hn ve 
bee� by that dnte the revival, of the ol<l connection with the 

,C
h

_
urch. 

The ruJc runs: "That the Dencons nud �Musters of the Cmtt were to 
make statutes nnd ordi11nnces to the honour of God nncl the patron 
"Snint Elcn" (Eloi), nntl the common weal of the craft nnd town." 

In nnothet· ordinance of the lncorpomtion passed in 1 G77, tlH•rc may 
he notecl the iron tenets of the stern Scottish foith, rclnxccl i-o Jittlc in 
either form of religion, Episcopal or Prcsbyterinn. The ordi11n11ce 
referred to ordained that no apprentice or servunt nhileut hinuwlf from the 
kirk under the penalty of n fine, which entry shows that the EpiHcopaliaus 
could be as nrbitrnry in thch· denlings n8 were the l'rcsbytcriaus licforc 
nud nfter them. Another Ol'dinnncc ptt«ised nt the same time ua the 
former one only servos to emphnsiso this point, nncl gives 011c nn iclcn 
with whnt disfavour the Church nuthorities of thnt nge regarded nmuso
ment of nny kiutl upon tho seventh <lny of tho week. 'l'ho only rccrcn
tion, if it might be called oue, nllowccl upon Sunclnys nt thnt time, and 
for nearly n couple of centurie!i after, wns to eugngo in long nll(l tauglcd 
theologicnl cliscussious after tho ac1·vico of the church Wll8 finisho<l, whilst 
such n hnrmlcss recreation n.q oven n wnlk upon thnt pnrticulm· dny wns 
regarded with the utmost horror. Tho render mny rccnll the old story of
how, when it wns being explained to nn old womnn of tho old school cf
narrow views thnt even our Lord Himself hnd taken n wnlk torrether with
His disciples upon the Snbbntb, she nstouished nnd shocked he; visitor by snapping out: ",v cll 11 diunn think ony mnir o' Him for it." Such wnsthe spirit o� th? mnjority o� �he Scot� nation of that time, nnd for longnftc�, nuu it 1s not_ surpr1smg to hud the Hummermeu Incorporationpnssmg such un ordmnuce which forl,ude nll nppronticcs to play suchgnm�s ns :· golf, futeb�ll, kyills (probably n gnmo not unlike hop-scotch),bowhs, cnuts or dyce, or other pastimes upon tho Sabbath dny underthe penalty of n fine. ' 

I •  
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At the snme date {1677) nnother rule, which does not, however, refer 
to Sundny obscrvnnce, wns pnsscd ngninst whnt seems to hnve been a 
custom in Aberdeen, nnmely, that of mnsters playing with their servants, 
prcsumnbly nt some of tho games enumernted in the foregoing ordinance. 
The masters were forbidden under o. pennlty of o. fine to plny with their 
servants, or with nny other person, nt nny pnstime whntsoever upon nny 
working dny. It is rnther a. diflicult matter, in these modern dnys when 
there is sud1 n supposed social diff crcnce between the master and his 
journcymnu, to nppreciute the iden of n master plnying n. gnme nt golf 
or football with his servant, but in earlier times the world wns simpler, 
nn<l the Scots ".Tack II wns often as good ns his master, nnd enjoyed 
mnny privileges of n socinl nnturo that he docs not now. 

Among nil the hammermeu incorporntions ordiunnces were passed 
from time to time to suppress nnd prevent nuy spirit of rebellion thnt ·•• 
might be folt ngninst the communcls of the Dcncon, who was in matters 
concerning the welfare nnd mnungement of the craft, lord over nil the 
members, nntl ,my disobedience to his orders wns punished with n hca.vy 
hnnd. Thus in 1677 tho Aberdeen Inco1·porntion of Hammcnnen pnsscd 
nu ordinnnce which forbade nny member of thnt body to swear nt or 
disobey the Deacon, nnd if he broke this lnw ho wns to be punished by 
metmR of n fine nnd nn apology to tho nggrioved Deacon before u. 
mectiug of the whole brethrcu. 

'l'htLt npprcnticcs in general were well looked after both spiritually 
nnd hotlily nrny bo seen from some of the vnrious ordinances. In 
Aher<lecn n!i in otber towns they l111d to servo their masters for six years, 
nnd one yenr cxtrn for lodging nnd fee, which lnttcr was paid by the 
master nt the time tho apprentice was" booked" to him in the Incorporn
tion's book. 

To prevent tho npprentice falliug into bad habits, an ordinance was 
po.sscd in 1677, which, on tbc nnrrntive thnt owing to the habit that 
apprentices luu.l of drinltjng nt night they were unnble to rise and do 
their work in the morning, ordained thnt in order to prevent such n 
thing occurring ngnin in future, npprcnticcs were to be in bed by ten 
o'clock every night under the pennlty of n fine. 

. 
Funernls hnve always been in Scotlnnd occasions of n specially 

interesting chnrncter, and to the hnmmermen incorporntio�s generally, ns
well as in Aberdeen, they were grcut nud solemn functions. Absence 
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from the burial of a member of the Incorporation wns punished in the 
usunl wny by n fine� ns was ulso nny failure on th� part 

,�f
-� �:�fts�nn

to conduct himself rn n proper nnd devout manner m the kirk. dunng
the service. Although this latter rule would seem to hav� npphcd moro 
to the younger members of the Craft, su�h � np�rcntices, nu� to n 
craftsmnn's servnnts, yet cnses arc not wautmg m which men of discreet 
years did not show thnt reveren�c proper, when i� the house of pr,�y�r, 
nod there arc even instances of pitched battles hnvrng taken place w1thm
the sacred building I 

The sin of slandering one's neighbour or fcllow-craft.�man wns also 
punishable ns no offence, by the ordinances of the Abertfocn Incorporation. 

Any practice thnt might bring the Incorporation into disrepute with its customers wns sternly diacountcnnnccd, and we find the I ucorporutionof Aberdeen, in 1699, pnssing nn net agninst the openiug of Jocks withcrooked irons. It nppenrs from this net thut it had been the custom ofmuny persons, when they had lost the key of n lock, or, for n less hnrmle53purpose, to open it with a bent piece of iron, or whnt would be knownto-day ns a skeleton key, and hy so doing they very often spoilt thomechanism of the lock, nud so brought the blucksmiths, who at that timepractised the locksmith's nrt ns well us their own, into disrepute. A curious ordinnnec was pnsscd in 1 G77, the meaning of which israther difficult to understand; it orduiucd that no member wn.<J to tnkcanother's work out of his booth "except he spoiled the snmc." The wor<l" spoil" in this case does not nppenr to hnve hnd exactly the 1mmc meaning then as it hns now, nud the act probably meant that one crnftsmnnpurchasing goods from another for household use, etc., wns to put some mark of. u:� upon �hem �efore he took them uway, in order to pl'Cventthe possib1hty of Ins selhng them over nrrnin und passing them off nsthose of bis own makinrr O ' 

o• .
1 

The records of Aberdeen nre, like those of some of the other towns a1 ent upon the point of " fts t · · · · ' . ... era mnu s -ampmg or mnrkmg lus goods withn privntc mnrk . uud it is p 1 bl ti 1·k h . , ro JU c int, 1 e t c Hummcrmen Incorporn-t
t
i
h
�ns

k
�f
t 

Perth, Duudee, Stirling and Glasgow, the Incorporation did notm 1 necessary to make sue} · · 
th . 1 n prov1s1on, ns the pewterers throurYhout c country were lcrr1slnte<l fo th· · 0 Parliament {sec Chnp�er XV.). 

r upon 18 pomt by various nets of 
Pcwterers ns wns rem k d t h ' nr e n t o commencement of this chapter,



THE INCORPORATION OF HA1\1MERMEN OF ABERDEEN 69 

were very few indeed in Aberdeen, nod even at the end of the seventeenth 
century, when they wore more or less numerous in most other towns, 
there wns only ono registered pewterer in the whole of Aberdeenshire. 
In a list still in existence of "pollnble" or nssessable persons within the 
shire of Aberdeen, of the dnto of 1696, under the clnss of those pollnblc 
nt four pounds (Scots), there is the entry "George Ross, pewterer, stock 
under 10,000 merks, for himself and wife, Pntrick, Hugh, Francis, and 
Violet Rosses his children, servants William Ross, no (ee, 4 female 
servant.� each 14 merks, o.nd 1 no fee tnx £8, l0s. 8d. (Scots)." 

The whitc-irousmiths joined the Hnmmermcn of Aberdeen nt n. much 
earlier dnte thnu wns the cnse in most other towns with the exception 
of Glasgow. The first entry in the records of the Hnmmermen's 
Incorporation of Aberdeen of such a crnftsmnn, wns in 1649, when 
Patrick :\lorgnn was ncceptcd ns n journeyman white-ironsmith. But 
white-ironsmiths do not nppenr to hnve been admitted at that date as 
freemen of the lncorporntion, nnd it is not until 1694 thnt there is nn 
entry to tho effect thnt those who might wish to become freemen white
ironsmiths were not to be ndmittecl until they hnd pnid the full fees, 
nnd nny freeman who took n supplicant's pnrt in such n matter ns 
becoming n member without paying n fee, wns to pny a fine of forty 
shillings (Scots.) 

'l'he arms of the Incorporntion of Hnmmermen of Aberdeen in 1682 
nrc <lc:-icribccl ns follows: 1 "Gulcs n dexter nrm issuing from the sinister 
flnuk fcsswnya the hnnd bearing a smith's hammer proper hafted nrgent, 
and over n crown or, in the dexter hornbill, n smith's nnvil of the second 
nnd nbovc the same in chief n. tower of Aberdeen (triple towered argent). 
Motto 'Finis co1'0nat opus.'" Round the shield nppenr the different 
bndges or crests of the vnrious crafts belonging to the Hnmmermen 
I�corporntion, thnt of the powterers being o. plate with n nnrrow moulded
rim. 

The Inst ndmission of o. pewterer· to the Aberdeen Incorporation ns a 
freemnn seems to have been in the yenr 1765. After the yenr 1783 there 
is no mention of n. pewterer in the Aberdeen records, from which fnet it 
mny be inferred that tho cruft hnd died out in Aberdeen, o.t a.ny rnte in 
connection with the Hnmmermen's Incorporntion. 

1 11 �[erclumt nnd Croft Guilds and the Aberdeen Incorporntcd Trodes." Ebenezer Dain. 



CHAPTER VIII 

TIIE INCORPORATION OF IlAM�IEfiMEN OF ST ANDREWS

L
IKE the other towns upon the cnst con.st of Scotlnn<l, w ith the c:tccption of Edinburgh, St Andrews nppenrs to have cmplo?·cd but fewcraftsmen who worked nt the making of pewter vessels. 'l'Jus mny hnvcarisen from tho same causes hy which, it has been suggested, Duncfoc. nudAberdeen seem to have lost so much of their trndc; but nt nil timesthe laws of the Hnmmcrmeu Incorporation were very strict, ns werepresumably the burgh lnws as well, ngninst uufrcemeu making or sellinggoods within the precincts of the city. It might have been thought thnt St AmlrewR, f\!i n sent of wisdomnnd lenrniug, would have required, like tho English Uni vcrni ty towns, largoquantities of pewter plnte to impply tho tnblcs of the profcf(sora nnd otherdignitaries of the different collcrres ns well ns the humhlcr boimls of thoO t students; though in the middle of the sixteenth century, at which dntothe earliest record book of tho Incorporation of IInmmerrncn of StAndrews begins, the nverngo Scottish student would be n much too needyindividual to be nblo to afford such n luxury ns powtcr-plnte nt thnt timeundoubtedly wns; n "treeu II bowl uncl plate, n horn Apoon nud <lrinldug•cup, woulu suffice many of those who attended tho Univcrttity of StAndrews nt the early period of which we spenk. At the b�ginni_ng of the seventeenth century one pewterer sufficedto supply tho whnb1tants of St Auclrcws n town of aomo three thousnud souls, with. nil the pcwtor-wnrc they requ

1

ired. ,vhore they obtuiucd their pewter articles from before this dnto (1619) wo cnn only conjecture, but it�vns most probably procured throurrh the usunl rccorrniscd sources of�lle?nl supply, gypsies, potters, nnd
0 

other unfreemcn ° who would notcs�tntc t? sell their wares in secret ways best kno�vn to themselves,b:idcs bringing such goocls into the weekly markets which were held in t • �wn, hut at which they would have to conform to tho l'Ulcs nlrcndyn1en
7�oned. But whatever the sources of supply there is little doubt that
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some of the inhnbitants of the town, small as St Andrews wns, possessed 
pewter-plate of some sort before tho du.to 1619.

Tho cnstle with its lnrgo compnnies of nobles nnd their followers, 
together with the bends of tho University, ns well ns the clergy who 
served tho cathedral nnd tho vnrious churches in tho city, would nil require 
pewter for the purposes of tnblo wnre, nnd possibly in the latter instnnce 
for tlw f umishing of tho church nnd its nltnrs. 

It is possible, ns wns the cnso upon tho Continent, nt n time somewhat 
prior to this dntc, thnt tho monks of the Greyfriars nnd the other religious 
houses of St Andrews numbered nmongst them craftsmen who worked in 
the metnl, supplying themselves with whnt they required pi tho shnpe 
of enti11g nnd drinking vessels, nnd church ornnments, nncl turning nn 
honest penny for Mother Church by selling n. certain qunntity of their 
wnrc. 

Tho first ordinnuces of tho St Andrews body nppenr to be of the date 
1539. but ns pnrt of nn older book, which hns been written on vellum, 
hns hecn bound up with tlmt of a Inter dnte it is rather difficult to fix 
tho c:rnct nge of these rules or ordinnuces M they nro not in themselves 
dated. They nro similar, though of rather different wording, to those of 
other hnmmcrmen incorporations. 

'rho firi;t ordains that no one wns to tnko another's II cnllnnd " (lnd 
or fll'rvnut) 11 until tho first worker nnd brother be pnyed for the lnbours 
wrought by him," under tho pnin of n. fine. 

'!'ho second rule refers to the prnctice of ono crnftsmnn inducing 
nnothcr's workmnn or apprentice to leave his muster nnd work for him 
without the lcnve of tho first mnster being obtnined. 'I'he fine for tho 
brc11ki 11g of this rule wns tho fnmilinr pound of wax, which wus turned to 
tho usual uso of keeping up nud lighting of cm nltnr declicnlod to St Eloi, 
who wns tho pntl'on saint of the St Andrews, in common with the other 
hammermcu incorpomtions. 

'rho dcnth of any brother or sister of the Incorporation wns tho
occusiou of a tax upon each member, of the lnrgo amount of n "pluck,

, 

(fourpence Scots), which "pluck" wns to be distributed (noto the word 1) 
nmongst pool' clmplnins to pray for tho soul of tho deceased; ns tho 
"pluck" wns only equnl to ono third of a penny English, the 
poor chnplnins do not seem to hnvo been overpnicl for their prayers, 
unless tho members of tho Incorporation wcro specin.lly numerous nt 
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thnt time. Every brother had to obey implicitly the Deacon, w_ho hnd

full power over all the craftsmen; they hnd not only to obey him, but

they bnd to meet with and support him when nny crnftsmnn wns brought

up before the Incorporation for n breach of the ?tntutes of the crnft.

For disobeying the commands of the Deacon, Pos1tor (boxmaster), nnd

certain other brethren or nn officer of the city, the fine wn.� n stone of

wax for the benefit of 'the nltar of St Eloi nnd the brethren, nnd besides

this they had to pny n sum of money to the bailies of the city for their
11 unln w " (offence). 

Again in 1543 we find that the Incorporation pa�sccl n further
ordinnnce for the proper worldng of the Croft in St Andrews. The ordi
nance of this dnte ordains thnt n crnftsmnn who might wish to set up n
booth hnd to go through the following procedure : Hnviug sen•ed his full
time as an apprentice, he hnd to present himself before the Provost nod 
Magistrates of St Andrews, in open court, and hnd to 1mtisfy these oflicinls 
as to whether he wns n perfect crnftsmnn, ns well ns to the time he hnd 
served as an apprentice. After this ceremony the Mngistrntes were to 
nppoint the Deacon nnd two of tho most expert men of his craft to 
try aud exnmine him as to his being ublo to <lo his work properly, after 
which the Dencon nnd the expert men were to give n faithful nud 
true report, presumnbly to the Provosts nnd 1\Inrristrntcs, tho,wh tho 

.1· 
d 

O 0 
orumnuce oes not sny so, whether the crn ftsmnn wn.'3 nn cflicicnt enough 
cra ftsman and able to tench others. If he wns found to hnvo fulfilled 
nU the conditions, authority wns given by the Mnrristrntcs to hnve his nnmc 
inscribed in the books, provided he found suret; for his freedom of tho 
town. Tl�e act further goes on to stnto that nnyono nttemptirw to set up
a booth without conforming to this stututo wns to hn-,•c his �oods cou
fiscatcd and applied to the common work of tho town. This° ordinnnco
or rather net, for it seems in the first plnco to have been pnsscd by tho
t.own tl ·t· au 1ori 1cs, wns n revival of n. much older one, which tends to prove
thnt the Hnm��rmen of St Andrews nre of older incorporation tbnn tho
�;te of the e�1stmg record ?ook, which begins in 1539. 'I1his entry in tho

ammcrmon s. records fiWBhes up by stntin" thnt the net hnd beenre-enacted owmrr to the mnn b 
· 

h 
O 

• • o Y n uses m t o craft by tho ndm1ss1ou of cra
d
ftBmen who were not entitled or competent to practise their trndcs,nn those thnt they taught bli d h 

were O ge to go to other towns and servo ot er masters before they could lenrn the niceties of their craft.



Flaron, llat.lldded type, early 18th century. 

Pl&te, Engllah make. 

Church or It John, the Evangellat, Alloa (BcoU.iah Bpllcopal).

111 Appendix D, pare 211. 

Flaron, ft&t.lldded type, wt halt' or 18th century. 

ll&do by ll Wllllam Bunter, Edinburgh. 
see Appendtcoa A and B, pages 1n and 1'18. 

The property or Walter Ohurchor, Elq. 

PLATE XII. 
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So zealous were tho brethren thnt the St Andrews Cruft should be n 
credit nmongst the hnmmermen incorporations thnt in 1560 they revised 
nnd re-enncted the rules mnde in 1539, nod those mnde between thnt dnte 
nucl 1560, ns having been found inndequnte. The first of the new 
ordinnnccs wns nenrly the snmo ns that passed in 1543, nnd ordained 
thnt no crnftsmnn wns to sot up n booth or be admitted into the 
Incorporation until ho hncl been approved of by the craft to be nu efficient 
workmnn, besides which ho hnd to pny the sum of nine marks, nncl give a 
11 bnnquet" to the other brethren of his craft to celebrate the occasion. 
No mention is mndc, however, of his appearing before tho Provost nnd 
l\Jngistrntcs of tho towu, nud the other tiresome procedure of the net of 
15-13, from which it mny be gnthered thnt tho Incorporation had grown
tired of tho town's nuthority in the mnnngement of their business, nnd so
had ,lispcnscd with it. As wns ·the case in other towns the apprentices,
or ns they nre styled in some old records, "the crnftis bnirns," bolongiug
to the St Andrews Incorporntion of Hnmmermen, were obliged to serve
their mnstera for n spnce of six yenrs and one yenr for "meat nnd fee."

Another rule deals with the sin of n crnftsmrm tnking another's 
scrvnnt from him without the first master's leu.ve hnving been obtninecl. 

Uno of the other ordinances is curious, dealing ns it docs with the 
buying of" smithy conl=i," or conls necessary for tho forgo or furnnce of 
tho mctnl worker. 'fhese wero evidently bought nnd sold upon the sea
shore, brought thero uo doubt by ships from the coal-mines which existed 
nt thnt time, nncl iucleed do still, nt difforent points nlong the Fife shore
line of the Forth. 'rhcsc coo.ls were not to be bought by nny member of 
the Incorpomtion unless the Deacon wero present nt the bnrgnin, or unless 
his consent hnd been first of nil obtnined. The rcgulntion of tho sale of 
conl to the members wns n spccinl privilege of the Incorporntion, nud 
sevcrnl ordinances pussed from time to time nre to ho found in the 
records, relntiug to this useful but dirty minernl, but ns these ordinnnces 
do not bcnr in pnrticulnr upon the Pewterers' Crnft, it will suflice if wo 
notice tho one above-mentioned. 

In 1568 the ordinances of 1560 were ngnin recnst; mnny of tho 
rules of the fonnc1· dnto were retnined nnd new ones ndded, but most of 
these new statutes refer moro to tho socinl lifo of tho crnftsmnn thnn to 
his trnde. 

The ycnr 157 4 snw nn ordinnnco pnssed which defined tho duties nt 
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St Andrews of the Deacon and two of the brethren o� the Craft, who 
were to pn.ss through the mnrket nt certain t�mes, nnd mspect the work 
of the craftsmen of the Incorporation there clispJo.yec� for sa�e. If they
found nny work that was not of stnndnrd qunhty, bc1ng of b_ndmaterial or of indifferent workmanship, they hnd the power to seizesuch work and fine the offender. Be it said to the credit of the pewtcrersof St Andrews, that though there nrc mnny entries in these records ofother craftsmen being fined for bad work, there docs uot nppenr the nnmo
of n single pewterer convicted for this pnrticu1nr offence. In 1598 one of the oflicers or inspectors of goods came 10 for se\'crccensure from the Incorporation. He had it nppears been caught, poorsinner, in that rigid time of distorted mornl perspective, playing at CTmlsand dice, nnd other "extraordiuar games" ; for thi.r; lapse from virtue hewn.s fined the sum of forty shillinga (Scots), uu<l warue<l thnt if Jw agaiuoffended in this way he would incu1· the censure of the kirk, n by uomenns trifling threat in those dnys of stools of repentance nu<l snckcJoth,nnd it is to be hoped for his own sake that ho eHchcwcd such dangerouspru;timcs in the future I 

In the same yenr (1598) there was unothcr ordinauce pa�c<l whichregulated the admis.,ion of unfrcemeu journeymen into the Incorpomtion.The master who employed nu unfreemnu servant wns liable to a flue often pounds (Scots), unless he hn<l first of nil lmd such a servnnt properlybooked to him before n meeting of the Incorpomtiou, and the onlinnucegoes on to state that this wua for the prevention of theft iu the hooths. A II tinklcr" or tinker, ns thoy nre more familiarly kuown to usto-dny, wn.s brought up in 1599, before o. meeting of tho brethren, tonnswe� a chnr�e of breaking open o. "kist II or box to get ut somo papersbelonging to his father. ·whether this pnrticulnr tinker's purpose wus n�oral one or not, o� whether he merely wished to get ut the papers, thokey of the box having been lost, tho records do not say, but in the eyesof the Hnmmcrmen Incorporu.tion of St Andrews, like thnt of A.Lcr<leeu,such n wuy of opening locks wn.s n dire offence, however iuuoceut ti.Jopurpose, und the unhappy wight, together with all other tinkers wasdcb�rrc� from the liberties nnd privileges of the Craft " for all 'iimecommg -n hard sen ten 'e 110 • 11 h 
' c , ..... pecin y upon t c other tmkers who weropresumably guiltless of th t' ul · ' . L • • • 

0 pnr ic nr wrongdomg nnd whose only offencemy lil bemg "tmkle113." 
' 
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Throe yenrs nftorwnrds this ordinance wns rescinded, o.nd tinkers were 
ngnin admitted to the privileges of tho Incorporntion; though they nnd 
the pedlnrs seem never to have enjoyed the full rights of freemen, being 
admitted only na what wns known ns " pendicles" of tho crnft. Thus in 
1G71 Alexnndor, David, nnd John Lindsay were nclmitted ns "pondicles 
to the trade ns tinklers," nnd to no other nrt in the trade, neither were 
they allowed to use tho nnme of hnmmermen or coppersmiths. 

It wns possible thnt these two men nnd others of the "tinkler" crnft 
wore, ns tho unmo "pendicles" seems to imply, "hangers-on," ns it were, of 
tho Incorporation, nnd performed nll tho odd jobs that were going, nnd to 
which the freemen proper were too busy or thought it benenth their dignity 
to nttcnd, such 1\8 the mending of nll iron, copper, brnss nnd pewter 
uteusils; nncl tho mnking of smnll trifles such as spoons, toys, etc., in 
either pewter, copper or brnss. 

Another offence by which n crnftsmnn wns linblo to lose the liberties 
nnd privileges of the Crnft, wns thnt of working nt nny unlawful work, 
being work thnt did not belong to tho cruft which ho prnctised, or the 
working of nny stolen iron. He wn.<1 not only to be deprived of the 
liberties of tho lucorporntion, but ho was never to be recoivecl as a. 
brother, which menut, in other words, thnt his cnreor was spoilt, so fnr 
ns concerned tho Ilnmmermen. 

A very important ordinnuco wns pnssed by tho St Andrews body 
in 1593. which rclnted to the mnrking of goods, nod which is ns 
follows: 1 "na scrvnnd stryk uuo murk, vthir nor his mnisters mnrk 
vpon ony vork ; noel yo saitl mnrk be to yo vtilitio of his moister 
nllcunrlie (only), vudir ye pane of xl s.," which being rendered into tho 
Euglish of to-day means thnt, uo servant wns to put nny m:l.l'k or 
stmnp upon any work except his master's private mnrk, nnd which 
mnrk wna to be useu only for his mnstor's benefit, nnd not to ho struck 
upon any goods except those mndo by tho master. This net was 
passed some few years before the powterors nppenred to have become 
members of tho Incorporations, though of course when they did join they 
would have to conform to it in the same way us any other of tho crafts. 
Whether the Powterers' Crnft of St Andrews like their fellows in 
Edinburgh kept touch-plates or not it is impossible to say ; if they did, it 
is to ho feared thnt tho molting-pot has clnimod them ns its own. 

1 11 An .Account of the Ilnuuncrmcn of St Andrews," by D. Hny Fleming, LL.D. 
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The first pewterer mentioned ns such � tho records of the . St
Andrews body was ndmittcd ns late in the history _of the Incorporation
ns 1Gl9, nod even then the demand for pewter-ware m S� �drews seems 
to ho.ve been very small indeed, or wns, ns has been 10d1cated nt the 
be!!lllning of the chnptcr, supplied in other wnys. 

0 

Thirty-two years elnpse before the nnme of another pewterer is to be 
found in the records, nnd then ngnin nnother thirty years go by before 
the next craftsman prnctisiug tho pewterer's craft makes his nppcnrnnc_c. 
It is true thnt nfter this <lute there nre n greater  number of workers lD 
this particulnr craft, but nt no time were they numerous, nnc.l it is not 
surprising thnt the Incorporation of St Andrews n<lmittc<l the lastpewterer to their liberties, in 1720, one Patrick Sampimn, who WMeither n nntivc of, or hncl been trniued iu Dundee. So poor n pince fortho powterer's craft did Pntrick Sampson find St An<lrews, thnt in 1729nn entry in the Dundee Hnmmennen's recor<ls telJs us thnt he hadreturned to his nntivc town, nnd hnd Leen eJJtcrecl LL'i a freeman of thoincorporntion there. 

So poverty-stricken n pince wns the town of St Andrews that evennt the end of the eighteenth century, when Scotlnncl Wn.'i begirmiug togrow prosperous nnd wealthy, this city, then of some four thommncl iuhnbitant.q, wns only nblo to support twenty-two memLe1-s of the Ifommenncntrndes, nmongst whom were one wutchmnkcr, two tiusmithR two workersin brnss, three glovers, one sn<ldler nnd uo pewtcrcrR. 
1

'1'h is perhapsto-dny would seem n ve1·y fnir proportion of crnft.smcn to n town of thosize of St Andrews, but it must be remembered thnt wo nrc writirw oftho <lnys when towns hnd the llrivilerres of exclusive trn<liurr nncl ,;i1en . 
0 

01 it w� n more or less diflicult matter to procure nrticles of any Rott fromoutside crnftsmen, except upou mnrkot-dnys · n state of nffoird whichI 
I , gnve tie town s crnftsmeu n great hol<l over their customers nucl wouldencourage nn incrense in their numbers. ' 

It may hnve been that the two tinsmiths nucl brnss-workers mnden smnll ciua�tity of pewter-ware, for the demand for such wnro hnd notnltogc�hcr �1ed out by the end of the cirrhtocnth century. Tmsmitbs or II white-ironsmiths" ,�ere not admitted ns members oftho c;ft •t St And�e,�s until about the middle of tho eighteenth century.. 
S 

he first ndmisston of n wbite-irousmith ns n freeman of tho craftm t Andrews wns in 1787, when David Cuthbert, son to John Cuthbert,

----------
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wns admitted us n freemnn white-ironsmith. John Cuthbert is here nlso 
described ns being o. whitc-ironsmith, but there is no evideuce that he had 
qunlified ns n freeman of thnt crnft; his name is first mentioned in the 
records in 17 59, when there is nn entry of his having pnid the sum of 
thirty pounds (Scots) for the offence of "calling the Deacon nnd other 
members of the craft opprobrious nnmcs and uttering mnny horrid onths 
nnd imprecntions" I He hnd in nll proba.bility been admitted ns o. free
man of tho Incorporation prior to the do.to of this offence. 

In 1729 it nppeurs thnt tho craftsmen were much too numerous for 
the Aizo of the town nnd there wns n good deul of poverty amongst them, 
owing to mnny 0£ them not being nble to mnke n living nt their trades. 
One of the cnuscs of this urose from the fact that six yeurs previously the 
fees for the admission of unfreemen into the crnft hnd been reduced, nnd 
the Incorporntiou hnd become inundnted with such craftsmen, who had 
tnken ndvnntnge of these low fees to become members. 

It is not therefore surp1·ising to find thnt in 1720 nn ordinance wns 
passed by the lucorporntion thut none but freemen·s sons nnd those mnrry
iug freemen's clnughtcrs were to bo ndmitted into the Cmft in future. AB 
wns tho case in some of the other hnmmermen incorporations, n. freemnn 
upon his ndmission into the St Andrews Incorporation bud to give the rest 
of hiH hrethren n II bunquet," nml besides this he hnd to provide them with 
fiome sort of drink such ns wino or nle, when he mnde his npplicntion, 
which wns lmowu ns the II spenking-clriuk" ; the presenting of the essny 
picco being another occusiou upou which the brethren ngnin required 
liquid refreshment. 

Tho crnfts that tho Incorporation of Hnmmermen of St Andrews 
comprised were in tho enrly years of its history ns follows: nrmourers, 
sadcllers, cutlers, pewtcrers, glovers nnd blncksmiths; Inter on, white
ironsmiths, wntchmnkers, nnd even dyers, painters nnd stntioners were 
admitted, but it was probably owing to n shortnge of funds thnt 
these three Inst trndes obtained aclmissiou. Blacksmiths nnd other smiths 
seem �o hn.vc been by for tho most numerous of the crnftsmen, ns during 
tho mghteenth century nncl etirlier the Incorporation hnd como to be 
spoken of as tho " Smith Trade." 

It is not until 1780 that we find any ordinnnco relatinrr to the 
pnrticulnr nature of nn essay piece required from nn npplicnnt for 
freeman's honours, though it seems to hnvo been tho custom nt nil times 
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to present one, but nt thnt dnte n proper "sey," or essay piece was decided 
upon for all those who might wish to become freemen. Before the year 
1789, however, mention is made now nnd again nbout the "sey," though 
nt no time in any part of the records is there nny description of what the 
articles required from the craftsmen of the different trndes comprised. 

The Incorporation of St Andrews had no hall or chapel for meeting 
in, such as most of the other hnmmermen incorporations seem to hnve 
possessed, but held their meetings in the open nir upon n hill behind the 
town known ns the "Gallow Hill." After the Reformation, from 1569 
to 1589, they used the parish church for this purpose, nnd nt various 
other dates the council-house of the parish church nn<l several other 
plnccs arc mentioned. 

While much more might lie written ubout the Incorporntiou of 
Hammcrmcn of St Andrews in general, whnt hn.'3 been snicl is practically 
nll that relates to the particular Crnft of the Pewterer nnd the kindred 
trades in that ancient city. 

I 
( 

"· 



CHAPTER IX 

Tim INCORPOHATIOXS OF HAM?.IERMl�N OF GLASGOW .AND STIRLING 

U
NTIL tho lntter hnlf of the eighteenth century the town of Glasgow

wns little more thnn n. villnge or n very smnll town nt best. E\�en in 
the latter years of the eighteenth century it wns only possible for RO smnll 
n ve�sel ns n. fishing bont to get up the river Clyde ns for ns the city, 
nnd thnt only nt high tide. This WI\.'½ the condition of things n little over 
n hundred ycurs ngo, upon n river which is now pcrhnps with only one or 
two exceptions the busiest in the world. Although Glasgow wns so smnll 
it wns uot lucking in some importnnco in pre-Reformation times, for there 
wns tho cathcdrnl of St 1\lungo or, as he is elsewhere styled St Kentigern, 
which mnny would visit upon n pilgrimllge, nod in luter times the Univer
sity would attrnct n certain number nnd so give employment to various 
crnftsmeu. 

Unfortunately we lmve little or no ioformntion upon the doings 
of the Hnmmermen of Glusgow during tho sixteenth nncl seventeenth 
centuries, I\.'\ their records of these times, like so many of tho other trades 
incorpomtions, hnvo in n grent meusurc been lost nnd presumnbly destroyed, 
nncl there only rcmnins to us those pertnining_to tho eighteenth century. 

As wns tho cnsc in mnny of the other smnller hummcrmen bodies, 
these records ho.ve been somewhat loosely kept, nnd the cruft nt which n 
memher worked bns been, iu only u. fow cases, added to his nnme in the 
entry of his ndmission ns n frccmnn or when he is otherwise referred to, 
nnd it hns thus been rendered almost impossible to know the pnrticulnr 
crnft to which very mnny of the members of tho Glnsgow Hnmmcrmen 
Incorporation belonged. This omission upon tho pnrt of tho clerk who 
kept the book is pnrticulnrly unfortunute in the cnse of n list of Glnsgow 
craftsmen beginning nbout the ycnr 1600, which hns evidently been copied 
from nn older book or books into one bclonmn" to the nineteenth century. 

· The only information nt nil a.bout tho Hummcrmen of Glnsgow in
prc-Reformntion times is contnincd in n "Senl of Cause" given by the 

ill 
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· stmtes nnd town council of that city to the Ham mermen in themagi 
· 1 d d · h "S 1 f C '' · 

1536. Tbe trndcs which arc wc u c m t e ea o nusc Justyear 
· h 1 · ( h h mentioned nrc described ns black.smiths, goldsmit s, onmcrs t osc w o

made the metal parts of sndcllery), bucklemakera, armourers, 11 and othera
(craftsmen) within the Burgh." 

It will be observed that tl1c pewtercrs are not mentioned ns being
one of the recognised trades belonging to the Incorporation nt that time,
though it is quite possible they may have been included i� the phrase 
"and others within the Burgh" ; but whether they were mdcpcudcnt 
workmen or belonged to the Hammermcn Incorporation, in nny case they 
would be for from numerous, and probably nt the most, if we mny judge 
from the number of such crnftsmen ut about the so.me period iu other 
small Scottish towns, not more than one or two. This "Senl of Cause'' 
of 1536, like similar documents of other hnmmcrmcn iucorporntiong, 
contained the ordinances of the crnft which applied to one nncl all the 
members of the Glasgow lncorporntion, and. when the pcwtcrcrs <licl 
become members they would hnvo to conform to these ordiunuccr, or 
rules in the snme wny as did the other trndcs. 

The first rule is very similar to that contained in the Canongntc 
Hnmmermen's "Seal of Cause" which wns issued at nbout the same <late 
(1535). It ordained that no member of tho Incorporation wns to open n 
booth or shop until he hnd first of all been made n freemau, nu<l for the 
privilege of opening n shop nnd becoming ti muster he had to pny tho 
sum_ of twenty shillings (Scots) for the keeping up of, nnd paying for
�erv1cca at nn nltnr dedicated to St Eloi, which nltar wn!\ most probnbly 
m tlie cathedrnl of St Mungo ; nnd when be took nu nppreuticc ho ha<l to 
pay nnother S\lm of ten shillings (Scots) ns n booking foe, which went, 
to the snme obJect. 

The second �le for�adc n crnftsmnn to employ nny other man's
servant or �pprenttcc untll that scrvnut bnd servecl his proper time, or
the npprcnt�ce hnd completed his npprenticcship. 

. The tlurd. rule forbade a master to nllow nny but his apprentice or
his properly hued servnut to work in his booth · this rule was made inordc� that the mnster might be personally nn;wcrnble for the proper
quality �f the work turned out of his shop, ns well ns for any fines thesenpprentices or servnnts might incur in the course of business by breaking
one or more of the ordinances enacted by the Incorporation.

--
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l'l&gon, !lat-lidded type, no 1pout, early 18th century. Inacrlptlon 

on front or body, "nos. For Ule uae or Ulo Church of st Cul· 

bort." Mara upon tnaldo or 114. Four amall ma.ru : (1) "a 

Uon rampant," C'J) "a. eUpped roao," (S) Oothlc "T," (t) Oothlc 

"I." Probably tho11 or J Thomu Jnglll, admitted aa a 

freeman or the E41nburgh Incorporation of Bammonnen, 1688. 

Photo bll Ou11t, 8011th Brldgr, Ed/nbuf'Jh, 
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Tho fourth rulo ordnincd that only the best mo.terinl nnd workman
ship should be put into nny article thnt tho craftsmen might make, o.nd 
to ensure this ordinance being carried properly into effect two or three 
masters were to be chosen for the purpose who were to ini;pect the goods 
every Snturday afternoon. 

Rulo fiye is very similnr to the above nnd forbade the selling of 
faulty work under tho penalty of such work being forfeited. 

The sixth rule ordained thnt the members of the Incorporation 
should meet together when ordered to do so by those in authority over 
them. 

RulC3 seven nnd eight ordained respectively thnt upon any infringe
ment of the ordinances, the mngistrntcs were to be informed of the fact ; 
nnd thnt nnyone breaking nny of the foregoing rules wns to pny a. pound 
of wnx townrcls tho upkeep of the nltnr of St Eloi, that being the fine 
usually e:rnctcd in those times. 

The ninth nnd Inst rule ordained thnt if nny of the masters and 
others nt tho hend of the Incorporation foiled in their duty hy not 
properly enforcing these rules they were to bo punished by the mngiatrates. 

As will be seen by the foregoing, the nbove ordinances are very similar 
to those of the other hnmmermeu incorporations which have been dealt 
with in the foregoing chapters, tho only difference being thnt the rules 
requiring the use of good mnterinl nnd the npplicntion of proper workman
ship in the goods mnde by tho crnftsmnn nrc, if anything, more explicit 
thnn those of similar incorporations. 

Tho trndes or crafts which belonged to the Incorporation of Ho.mmer
men of G lnsgow between the beginning nnd tl1e end of the seven
teen th century nrc very numerous nnd show a large increase upon tho 
numbers of those mentioned in the originnl "Seal of Cnusc." Thoy in
clude blacksmiths, goldsmiths, nrmourera, dng-mo.kers (dagger-mnkers), 
lorimcrs, clockmnkers, bell-makers, pewterers, brass-smiths, locksmiths, 
whitc-ironsmiths, snddlers, potters, tinkers, sword-slippers, plumbers, 
nnd later in tho history of the Incorporntion, conch nnd harness 
mnkcrs. 

There docs not nppenr to hnve been in Glasgow any rule against 
a hnmmerman working at more thnn one trade, and this was pnrticulnrly 
the cnse amongst tho craftsmen who worked in pewter, copper, brass, 
o.nd white-iron, and in very many instances it is quite usual to find that 

r 
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a worker in these crafts in Glasgow practised two or �vcn three different 
trades. Thus in 1681 one Robert Browne wns admitted us a freeman 
pewterer and wbite-ironsmith; and again, in 1776, �obert Grah_nm_ nnd 
James Wardrop were admitted 1Lci freemen coppersmiths and wh1tc-1ron. 
smiths, nud Inter on we find them adding the art of the pewterer to
their business. 

It is somewhat difficult to make out from the records whnt some 
of these particular crnftsmen really were, as it_ is �ot an .unusual thing_ to
find a man referred to as beina a pewterer or wh1te- 1ronsm1th Ly occupnt1on
ns the case may be, when there is no evidence elsewhere in the recordsto show thnt he was ever ndmittccl as a freeman into either of thesecrafts. In foct the only supposition that one cnn urrive nt is, that themembers nnd bends of the Incorporation looked with n lenieut eye, inthe closing years nt least of the eighteenth century, upon n craft:;mauworking at more trades thnn ouc, nnd not registering himself tL5 <loiugso. For this renaon I have thought it advisable to include the variouscoppersmiths, white-ironsmiths, founders nncl braziers, who nre notpnrticulnrly mentioned ns lmviug practised the craft of the pewterer IL'Jwell a.CJ their own, but who mny in somo c:LSes hnve <lone so, in tho listsof freemen pewtercrs nod others of tho vnrious hnmmermen incorporations{ace Appen<lL't B). 

The first pewterer, designated as such, nppe:uR in the fo,t, hcforcmentioned, as hnving been n<lmitted into tho Glnsgow Incorporation iu1648, n somewhat lnte dnto for tho pcwterers' crnft to tnke iw place��ongst the other tr:i<lea, though it is more t�nn likely thnt they hn<lJomed the Incorpornt1on nt a much curlier dnte than this but from thereason given earlier in tho chnpter it is impossible to speak �vith certainty.Unfortunately for the collector nod tho student of hiHton· there isvery little information relating to the crnft of the pewterer c1�iJrnccd inthe hundred odd years of records of the Glnsrrow Hnmmcrmeu whichhave co�c down for our cnlightenmeut to-dny, :nd it is difficult to formany notion of how �he cruft there really worked during the sixteenth nndseventeenth centunes; but we may safely ussumo that the rules for thegeneral rcbrulntion of the different trades which were passed between thedate of tho grnnting of the "Seal of Cnusc " nnd the earliest cxistinrrrecords wh · h b · · 7 d' ' 
0 E . ' ic egm m 1 00, tffcred very little indeed from thoso of tho<lmburgh Hammermen or other similar bodies. 
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"\Ve hnvo no knowledge whether it wns customnry or wns obligatory 
by nn ordinnnce of the Incorporntion for the Glnsgow craftsmen, nnd the 
pcwtercrs in particular, to mnrk their goods with n private touch or 
stamp. But ns pieces of pc,vtcr of eighteenth century workmanship 
occnsionnlly turn up benring tho word "Glasgow" nnd n pewtercr's 
name, we mny tnke it nt !en.st that tho Glasgow pewtcrers had rules 
upon the point similar to those of their brethren of some of the other 
towns, nncl of course they would be under the provisions of the Acts of 
Pnrlinment rofcrrccl to elsewhere (sec Chapter XV.). 

:\11 essay piece wns required from tho craftsman when he 
wished to become n member of tho Incorporn.tion, but it is not until 
tho yenr 177 5 thnt there is nny p1·ecise information n.s to what nrticlo 
or articles were required from nn applicant for admission into the 
Pcwtcrers' Crnft; in Glnsgow nt thnt dnte, however, it wns n. "bulged 
dccnutcr." 

The first mention mnde of n white-ironsmith being ndmitted ns n 
freeman of the Glnsgow Incorporation is in the yenr 1652, nnd in 1664 
unother whitc-ironsmith made his nppcnrance, noel in the following 
century they became very numerous, until in 1794 there were no less 
thnu six white-ironsmiths to one pewterer admitted ns freemen of th� 
Incorporation in that one yenr. But although workers in this then 
" new-fouglecl" stuff threatened to oust tho workers in tho more genuine 
metnl, tho pewterer1:1 were very well nblc to tnke care of themselves, nud 
soon nfter its nppenrnnco wo find them tnking measures to fight tho tin
smith upon his own ground. In 1681 Robert Browne, who hns been before 
mentiouccl, wns nclmitted ns a freemnu pewterer crncl white-fronsmith; 
nnd ns time went on, ns hns been nlrcncly pointed out, it nppcnred quite 
the custom to take up two or even three distinct trades. 

The white-ironsmiths do not seem for many ycnrs to bnvc encronche<l 
upon the pcwtercrs' particular ground, for in 1776 their cssn.y was II n.

coffee pot with n. half sphere lid and n trinngulnr lantern," two of tho 
things for which pewter is not very well adapted. In 1785 their 
essay became n I

I kale pot," but four years lnte1· we fiud n melon shnpo
act by way of an essay to tho white-ironsmiths. 1.'his seems to have 
been a clistinct infringement of the pewterers' sphere, aud ono would 
have thought that an article of thnt description would have been much 
superior if made in pewter. But this infringement, if it wns such, is 
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of little renl importance, for the Pcwtcrers' Craft was by that time in

Glasgow practically extinct. 
Like the other hammermen bodies, the Incorporation of Glnsgow

was very jealous of its rights nnd privileges, and .bitterly resented nny

encroachments upon them. Thus in 1784 a motion wns ngr_ecd upon

by the bretbrcn, to the effect thnt steps should be taken_ �gnmst some

"strangers" in the town who bnd encroached upon the privileges of the
Incorporation ; and ngnin in 1789 nnother motion wn.s agreed to, to mnke 
unfreemen desist from work nnd lenve the town. These measures nppear 
to us to-day to be drastic enough, but the conditions of industry in the 
times in question rendered such methods of protection both reasonable 
and expedient. 

Every member, in his oath of admission n.s n freemnn into tl1e 
Incorporation, undertook to keep the rules and not to " pnck nor pcele" 
with unfreemen, and for any violation of the obligations so undertaken 
in his oath, ho hncl to pay n sum of money for tho benefit of the Croft's 
poor, nnd suffer other penalties ns from time to time might be prescribed 
by the Incorporation. 

The records do not throw any light upon where the Glnsgow 
Hnmmermen met to conduct their meetings nnd other business heforc 
the end of the eighteenth century, but from another source we lenrn thnt 
up to the dnte of the building of the Trades lfoll in 1791, they met in a 
building called the "Almshouses" which wn.s situated near the cathedral. 
In tho yenr 1791, however, plnns for the erection of a Trades Uall 
were drawn up by that great nrchitect, Robert Aclnm, nnd it wna built in 
1793 at the cost of £5000. 

Like the hnmmermen iucorporntions of Perth, Dundee nnd Aberdeen, 
the Incorporati?n of �lnsgow is still 11 more or less flourishing body, and 
tho members st1ll contmue to exercise the privileges and functions of their 
forefathers, though of course in n very much milder fashion aucl without 
many of the rights they once possessed. 

Though the records of the Incorporation of Hnmmcrmcn of Glasgow 
arc meagre, t�ose belonging to the Hammcrmen Incorporation of theroyal and anc1e?t burgh of Stirling nre still more so, nnd tho only
�wo boo�s rclntmg to tho doings of tho craft who worked with thonmmer 1D that town, which urc of nny interest to us dn.to from thoyear 1596 to that of 1620-1, nnd for this renson ;o can but get
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a glimpse of the rules which must have been pnssed from time to time 
for the proper working of the different trndes of thnt particular incor
poration. Unfortuuntcly there nre no nctunl references to the Pcwtercrs' 
Art, though there nre instances in which, the nnmcs of some of those 
belonging to this particular branch nre given ; nnd we must be content 
with whnt cnu be gleaned in this wo.y from these existing books of the 
Stirling Jlnmmermcu. 

In n list of the crnftsmen given in 1605, the following trades seem 
to bo.vc been members of the Stirling Incorporation, nnmely, pewtercrs, 
lorimcrs, cutlers, blncksmiths, goldsmiths, snddlers, tinklers; o.nd some 
yenrs Inter nrmourers nro included. 

\Vhite-ironsmiths urc mentioned in n much Inter book which begins 
in 179G, but there iR no evidence in the records nt whnt time these 
craftsmen joined the Ilammermen of Stirling. Pcwtcrcrs nppear to ho.ve 
been fairly numerous in Stirling, considering the size of the town, for 
between the ycnrs 1599 nud 1G20 thcro is mention of no less than 
four craftsmen who prnctised this trndc, o. grenter number thnn thnt 
existing nt tho snmo period in tho towns of Perth, Aberdeen, Dundee 
nnd St Andrews. 

The first rule thnt nppenrs in tho Stirling records enacts thnt nny 
" brother" who wns called to '' tho Hill," which nppenrs to bnve been tho 
meeting plnco of tho Incorporation, nnd who kopt not tho hour, in 
other words, wns Jntc, hnd to pay n fine of cightecnpence (Scots}, n truly 
useful menns of ensuring puuctunlity nmongst n poor nnd thrifty people I 

In lGl0 there nro scvcrnl instances of brethren who were fined for 
disolJeying tho commnnds of tho Dcncon. 

In the year 1Gl3 n crnftsmnn's servant, Jnmes Bn.ird by name, 
wus fined for nn infringement of tho rules, by having, contrary to 
nil precepts, Bibliciil nnd utilitnrinn, scrYccl two musters ; nnd in 1619 
nn "Act" wns pnsscd which forbade any master to nllow his servant 
to work Inter thnn ten o'clock on a Saturday night. 

Tho tinkers nppenr to hnvo been one of the rcgulnr crafts of 
those belonging to the Stirling Incorporation, for in 1605 mention ia 
made of one Andrew Cunninghnmc, "n tinklnir," having been admitted 
ns n. frcemnn, and some seven yenrs Inter nuother entry tells us thnt 
this Andrew Cuuniughnme hnd brought nu action ngninst u. certain 
Peter Gib for slandering him by cnlling him n " sutnr nud not worth 
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to come in nmonrrst the hnmmermen." For this offence Peter Gib 
wns fined, but it docs not ecem to hnvc hnd much effect, ns his nnmo 
appears frequently ns having committed nil sort of misdcmeanours. 

The "sey" or essay piece is merely mentioned, nod no information 
is afforded ns to what were the nrticlcs required from the various crnft.s 
of the Stirling Incorporation. 

With tlru! scanty knowledge upon tho work nnd doings of the 
Incorporation of Hnmmermen of Stirling we must, in the meantime, 
be content, merely hoping thnt ns time goes on the lost records both of 
this body and of other similar ones may come to light; but it is  
greatly to be feared thnt such n wish is in vain, as mnuy of them 
must in tho course of things hnvo long since been destroyed. 



CHAPTER X 

PART I 

SCOITlSil OilURCil VESSELS BEFORE AND ,\FTER TilE REFORMATIO!'i 

I
'r is n singular but yet not surprisiug circumstance thnt there is to-day 

in Scotland nn nlmost entire nbsenco of vessels belonging to the 
Church, which were in use prior to tbn.t great religious uphen.vnl known 
ns the Reformation. 

Thnt there were many vnlunble vessels in uso in the Church of 
Scotland nt thnt time is undoubted, for the Christian religion wns of 
nncicnt estnblishmeut in the country. l\Inny centuries hn.d elapsed 
since the mnjority of the churches were founded, nnd ench yenr saw an 
ndditiou to their store of precious wealth ; for although tho people might 
bo poor, yet they could nlwnys spare something townrds the Church. 

·wheu the blnck cloud of tho Reformation burst there wns n general
exodus of tho ccclesinsticnl portion of the populntion of tho country, priests 
nud others, to Frn.uce nnd other countries upon the Continent, nnd many 
of these priests cnrricd off what was dearer to them tbnn their own goods, 
tho sacred vessels of the nltnr, and ns much more of the church plate ns they 
could, much of which found new resting places in some quiet nbbey or 
pnrish church in n. foreign lnnd where the religion of Romo wns recognised. 

But whu.t becumo of tho beautiful pieces of gold n.nd silver, and 
even pewter plate, which were left behind and were of no inconsidernble 
quantity? They were melted down, and thereby probably met with the 
fate which would have been to the minds of tho priests nnd others a for 
better one than that of being used ngn.in for tho purposes of a reformed 
religion. The Rev. ThomllS Burns, in his excellent work upon old Scottish 
Communion vessels, stntes that nt this time (1560), and after, there WllS 
an entire wn.nt of reverence amongst the people of both the upper nnd 
lower classes, and this, coupled with n greed of gain, accounts for the 
absence of by for the greater portion of tho pre-Reformation church plnte, 
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both of gold and silver, as well as thnt made of pewter, which was not
carried off nbrond by the priests. 

In 1567 nn order was sent by tho Confederate Lords to Servan Ln
Conde Quec

1

n :Mary's chnmberlnin, that all church ·plate, without dis
tincti;n wns to be melted down. This would account for mnny of the
church 

1

vessels which mi11ht be within the city of Edinburgh, nnd would 
include those mnde of pe

0

wter ns well ns those of more precious material ;
and what wns taking place in the capital would certainly not lack for 
want of imitators elsewhere. 

That pewter wns used for the making of omnmcnts nnd pinto in 
the prc-Rcformntion Church in Scotland, there i s  little doubt, nnd whnt 
hns been written nbout the disnppcnrnnco of the more vnlunb}e gold nntl 
silver plntc, would in n measure npply equally well to those pieces mnde 
of the more humble motnl. 

The oldest known pieces of ccclesiMticnl pewter existing in Scotland 
to-day nre n chnlicc and paten belonging to the fifteenth century, 
which wore found in tho churchyard of the parish church of Ilervic in 
Kincnrdineshiro. These objects, however, were probnLly never in use 
upon tho nltnr, ns they nre believed to be merely sepulchral vessels; for 
it was tho custom in Gothic times to bury with a <lcn<l priest, or other 
ecclesiastic, some token of his oflice, such us n chnlico nn<l paten, or, if ho 
were n higher dignitary in tho Church, n crozier in addition, but which 
articles were never in uso <lurin" the lifetime of the <lend mnn with whom 

0 

they wero buried. Such objects were mndo solely for this purpo5e, nud 
were enclosed in or near tho cofiin of tho <lend churchman merely ns a 
symbol of his rank in life. 

This pewter chnlico nnd pnten, through the action of time, hnvc 
nea�ly �rumbled _into dust, but n drawing mnde of them nt the time of
the1r dtscovcry gives us some idea of the uppenrnncc of tho chalice itself. 
It was n rathe� dumpy vessel with u. ball-like swelling in the middle
of the stalk, which fimshes in n plain, wide, sprencling base, the bowl being
of the shallow type. 

The�c seems little doubt, however, thnt pewter was frequently used in 
the mn_kmg of the nctuul church vessels, nnd probably for tho chalice andpaten� 10 Scotland before tho elute of tho Reformation ns it  was employedfor this purpose nt nnd previous to that time upon th� Continent. In tho burgh records of Edinburgh, dntcd 1559, there nppenrs nn

' 
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entry of the list of plnte, vestments, etc., belonging to tho church of St 
Giles. Tho entry is dntcd the 27th of June 1559, nnd stntcs that, the 
times being very troublous, the vestments, plnte, and jewels belonging 
to the church of St Giles were given into the keeping of various per
sons, who were to take cnre of them until such time as they should be 
called upon to give them up again. Amongst the list of vestments, 
plnte, nud other things, is the itnm "twa candelstykss of tin {pewter) of 
the hie nltnr" ; these cnndlesticks with the nrrn.s of the same nltnr were 
given into the keeping of "Johno Charterhous, elder, Denn of Guild." 
Upon the 21st of November of tho samo year nll this plate, vestments, 
etc., were ordered to bo returned and replaced in St Giles, and in 156 l 
they were nll sold for the good of the town.· There seems to have been 
considerable difliculty experienced in getting the temporary gunrdin.ns of 
these treasures to pnrt with them, nnd somo indeed never appeared to 
have given them up at nll. 'fho keeper of tho pewter candlesticks was 
one of the latter. 

For fifty-seven odd yenrs Presbyterinnism held swny in Scotland, 
hut in 1617 ,James VI. and I. introduced into tho country the English 
form of wol'ahip, which nfterwnrds cnmc to be known by the name of 
Episcopalianism, n. mode of worship which wns utterly abhorrent to the 
greater pai·t of his .Mnjcsty's Scottish subjects, though more in name thnn 
in nctunl form. 

The clergy of tho Episcopal Church of Scotlnnd from 1617 to 1638, 
when they cnmo into power, required somewhat similar vessels for their 
ritunl to those employed in tho Romish Church before 1560, such ns the 
ehnlice nncl paten, though it is very doubtful whether they employed tho 
other ncljuucts �o un nltnr such ns candlesticks, the crucifix, etc., nt this time. 

'fho vessels· of the Reformed Church were, of course, taken over, 
but there wns n more or less general breaking up and re-melting of the 
ol<lcr vessels, though n. number of vessels were retained in their existing 
forms without nny nlterntiou, ns in various wnys tho now form of worship 
docs uot seem to h,wo ·cliITored essentially from thut ordnined by Knox. 

It is doubtful, however, whether the Presbyterian Church from 1560 
to 1 G 17 had used much pewter in the making of their communion sets. 
Althoucrh most of the more vnlunblo und sncred ecclesiastical vessels of 

0 

tho Roman Catholic Church had been tnken nwn.y by the priests, or 
destroyed by tho Reformers, yet these sumo Reformers found themselves 



· ess·ion of large stores of wealth nnd lnnds formerly belonging tom poss 
. h . tr d h the church of the old faith, nod they could, ID t cir turn, nuor to ave

vessels of the most vnlunblc materials. 
Thus it is likely thnt Knox nnd his followers woul� find themselves

in a position to give the best in the wny of commumon c�ps, flngons,
basins nnd plates, to the churches in the town?, nt l�ast, lenvmg ouly the
poorer nnd more outlying parishes to be prov1<led with the proper vessels
which would almost of necessity he of pewter, ns the cheaper nud at the
same time nn appropriate material. 

If, however, the first Presbyterinn Church did possess much pewter 
plate, little or none of it bns come down to us to-day, and it i:; uhuost 
impossible to point to n single piece of church pewter of thnt period. 

,vith the establishment of Episcopnlinnii;m in lGl 7 the vessels of the 
communion Rervicc of the previous period in the Church's history, when 
they were taken over by tho Episcopal clergy, mny iu runny casc.-1 Lave 
been nltered to suit the ideas of those ut tho head of the new form of 
religion ; yet, as hns been heforc stnte<l, the ol<l ones would in mnny 
cnses still remain in use though under different nnmcs. There i;ecws 
to hnvc Leen little difference iu the two forms of worship, for, iu tho 
Episcopnl Church the commnnicnnts were ordered, by the Articles of Perth, 
to mnkc their communion kneeling ns in the English Church of to-day ; 
whilst in the Prcsbytcrinn Church tho communicuntH ant nt long taLlcs 
covered with white cloths, nnd were served with brentl nud wine Ly the 
elders. But, in pnrts of Scotlnnd during the times of tho first uud Ht•con<l 
cst.nblishments of Episcopacy, there seems to Jmvo been n rovo]t nrrniust 
this practice of kneeling, nnd there nppenrs to be little doul,t tl�Lt in 
so�? p�rishcs the clergy reverted to the l)rcsbytcrinu form of tul
mm1stc�mg the Sncrnmcnt, tho communicants sitting nt tnl,lcs. In 
tho Episcopal Church of Scotlnucl, from 1617 to 1G38 nncl nrrnin at its

�c-cst.nblishment in lGGO to 1688, the number of com�muicn�ts attcnd
m� communion wns very lnrgo indeed, tho communion Sundays only falling
twic� n ycnr, generally nt Easter noel Christmnsticle. This wns n]so the
�nse 111 the Presbyterian Church, before the establishment of Episcopacy
10 1617, nnd from 1638 to lGGO and after 1G88. To supply the Jnrrro
demand nt these communions several cups or chalices ns they we�o
styled by th E · 1· 1 

0 • pis�opn mns, were used, ns indeed is the cnsc amongstlarge congregnt.ions m the English Church of to-day.

--
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In tho churches of the Presbyterian form of worship it wns nnd is 
still usual to have from four to six cups nnd two or three flagons, but in 
the case of large congregntions ns mnny as twelve cups, und sometimes 
six or more flagons, were employed. Tho Episcopalians would in nil 
probability employ u.s mnny of these vessels in their form of service, but 
ns the sets of older pewter pieces of that Church which ure in exist
ence to-dny htLvc either belonged to smnll congregations only, or as, in 
muny cnses, pnrt of tho sets hnve been lost, it is almost impossil,le to 
judge from these existing sets of communion vessels whether the Episcopal 
Church in Scotland over nctunlly used n greater number of the different 
vessels thnu four cups nnd two flngons. 

Ju the yenr 1617 nn Act of Pnrlinment wns passed which enjoined 
nll pnrishes to provide amongst other things cups nnd presumably plates 
nud flagous, for tho proper ministration of the Holy Communion. l\Iany 
of tho congregntions must hnve been hnrd put to find the ncccssnry 
vessels for the miuistrntion of tho 8ncrament, ns tho .Act had to be carried 
out immediately, nud in many cases the vessels of the preceding Church 
would not meet with the idens of tho clergy, or, ns wns more likely to 
Le tho case, were missing, nud it is only naturnl that the first cups nud 
Hn�ons tbnt could be got would bo pressed into the service of tho Church, 
after purification by the clergymau. 

As tho workers of silver nncl pewter must hnvo had only a limited 
stock of these vessels in their shops or booths, many cups nnd flugous 
were nlso given by devout pnrishioucrs from their own houses. This 
fact mny nccount for n somewhat peculiar type of communion cup, 
which seems common to nll parts of Scotland nnd more pnrticulnrly 
to the Enst coast, thnt of tho beaker or tumbler type, which has, unlike 
the chnlice type, no st1Llk or stem, but is mude in the shupe of n tumbler 
with tapering sides and often a somewhat overhanging lip; in mnny 
cases n few simple mouldings form the base, but other oxnmplcs nro quite 
plnin. 

Cups of this type (sec Plntes VI. nnd VII.), mndc both in silver nnd 
pewter, nre still to be found in Holland to-dny, nnd there seems no doubt 
thnt they were imported from thnt country into Scotlnncl as the common 
drinking-vessel of the dny, uud through tho passing of tho nbovc
mentioned Act they found their way into the churches. The theory that 
they were of Dutch origin is strongly borne out by the fact tlint there 
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, constnnt service of sailing vessels during the summer senson"ns n 
h L · between the Enst Const ports and towns and those of t e ow countr1?s· 

Some 1mch silver vessels still iu existence in some of the Aberdeenshire 
pnrish churches benr foreign hnll-mnrks. 

Though in nll likelihood this form of cups thus prcscn_tcd to tho 
churches were innde in silver, they seem to bnve been copied by the 
pcwtcrers soon aftcrwnrds, for cups of the tumbler shnpe of �ho middle
seventeenth century period nre to be found made of pewter, rn both the
Episcopal nnd Presbytcrinn Churches, n�d they continued to �c made and used till nbout the middle of the mghteenth century, nn<l m somepnrts of Scotlnnd till nn even later date. By thnt time, however, thotype of cup with n stnlk or stem had pretty well displaced them in most �fthe churches, though ns ordinnry drinking-cups the shape continued untilthe enrly yenrs of the nineteenth century. This turnhler form of cupns made in Scotlnnd nvernged nbout six inches in height, nn<l only differedslightly from those of Dutch workmnrndlip in general outline of form, nndin 1inving nn entirely plain surface, many of the Dutch cxumplcs Lciugcovered with engraved work, flowers nud Biblicnl fiE:,rures being thofavourite subjects. 

The first establishment of Episeopnlinnism in Scotlnncl lasted until1G38, when the people rebelled ngninst the rule of the hishops nucl signedthe '' Nationnl Covenant," and tho country wns ngnin plungc<l into thohorrors of civil wnrfu.re. l\luch, if not most, of the gol<l nnd sil\'cr plntoof the preceding period of the Church's history wns nt thnt tirno melteddown to provide funJs for the CoYcnnntcrs, nucl to rcplnco tho churchvessels, no doubt n good <lenl of pewter plnte wns mude. 'l'hc Covc111111tcrri,being poor, naturnlly provided vessels for their services nnd sncrnmcnt.Hmade _of n cheaper metal tbnn gold or silver, nud pewter wns the kind ofmaterrnl which wns at that time tho cheapest, tho most cnHily procurnblo,nnd _the most renclily nclnptnble. As timo went on, however, nu<l theyncqu1red 1?ore power n_nd wenlth, these pewter vessels would iu mnnycases be laid ua1clc, purtieu1urly in the towns. Tho restorntiou of Chnrles II. in lGGO suw tho setting up nrrnin ofthe Episcopnlian form of worship, which was established one: more throu�hout tho length nnd brendth of Scotlnnd, 11ho new clergy who cnme 1?t0 tho parishes nnturnlly ncquircd with their churches the vesselsbclongmg to the preceding form of religion, und such of these II!! they
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considered unn<lnpted to their ritunl wore, if of pewter, lnid nside, or if of 
silver were melted down or wore sold to provide tho wherowithnl for n

now set. 
In tho country pnrishes nt this time the vessels of tho Church were

in many cnses mndo of pewter, nnd these would bo either ncquired from 
tho preceding Church or newly mnnufnctured. Some of these pewter 
vessels, more cspccinlly cups, nro in tho possession of the Episcopnl Church 
of to-<lny, though it is n wonder, knowing tho compnmtivoly smnll vnluo 
und tho frngility of vessels mndo of pewter, thnt nny of those belonging 
to the second period of tho Episcopal Church of Scotlnnd's history should 
hnvo come clown to us intnct. 

Cups of thnt period mny be noted in Plntes VI. nnd VII., such ns tho 
tumbler shnpe nnd thnt of tho loving cup typo with two hnndles. 

As lms been before mentioned, mnny of the pnrishcs nt the time of 
the rc-cstnblishmeut of Episcopncy were provided with silver vessels, but 
it wns impossible to supply all with communion sots nrndo of this vulunblo 
metnl, and so it cnmo to pnss thnt mnny of those outlying pnrishcs which 
were not nlrencly furnished with cups, flngons, etc., wore given those

which wero mnclo of pewter, upon tho undorstnnding thnt before long 
they were to ho supersecled by others of n more vnlunblo m1\terinl. But 
whether tho Church nnd Stnto were short of funds, ns wns probably tho 
crum, or those nt tho hcnd of nffnirs were dilatory, tho Revolution cnmo in 
1G88, nud Episcopacy wns once ngnin overthrown, without much of 
tho pewter pinto of these outlying pnrishcs hnving been superseded by 
thnt mncle of moro precious metal. Agniu tho Presbytorinns got 
possesHion of tho church plnte, nnd stnrtccl ulteriug nnd melting 
<lowu, ns upon previous occnsious, but mnny vessels both of silver nnd 
pewter wcro snvecl from this fate, for tho clergy of tho deposed form 
of worship, profiting by tho lessons which thoy Jmd leurnt from tho 
previous history of their Church, carried off mnny of tbeso vessels, 
pnrticulnrly tho chnlices nnd pntens, or ciao gnvo them into the keeping of 
those parishioners whom they know thoy might trust. 

Tho Presbytcrinns in mnny cnscs recovorecl much of tho silver pinto, 
but in nll probability they clid not think that which wns mndo of pewter

worth troubling about, nnd so it hnppcns thnt some of these vessels
. 
h
_
ave

survived to the present day, and nro still in tho possession of tho or1guml

congregations. Much of tho silver plnto nnd some of tho powtcr-plnte of 

\ 



94 
SCO'ITISH PE"1TER-'V ARE AND PE"'TERERS 

that period, now in the possession of the Presbyterian Church, has also 
survived the wear and tear and the vicissitudes of two hundred odd 
years, for when some of the Presbyterian ministers of 1688 _took over
the cups nnd flagons of their predecessors, they used them without any 
alteration nt nil 

Though Episcopalinnism wns a disestablished fo� of worsh_ip, �t soon 
began to mnke way agnin, having many followers m such <l1stnct.� ns 
Aberdeenshire nud Kincnrdineshirc, and by 17 45 these bnd many chapels 
nnd places of worship all over the country. But at thut dntc {1745),
another misfortune overtook them, for they suffered nt the hands of the 
Duke of Cumberland, for having espoused the Stuart cause. To punish 
them for this, tho Duke not only confiscntccl thrir church plate, hut 
burnt their places of worship. Ilcrc, again, owing to the small value of 
the pewter vessels, only tho silver ones would he carried off, those made 
of the former matcrinl would either l,c burnt with the chapels or otherwise 
left. 

Of the subsequent history of the persecution of the Episcopal 
Church in Scotlnnd, little need l,o snid here, ns it hardly affects the 
history of tho church plnte, with this exception, thnt after " tho '45,"

despoiled of all their goods, tho majority of the Episcopal congregations 
could only afford church plate madr of pewter to replace that which hnd 
been confiscntecl. It wns nt this timo nnd later, nt the end of the century, 
when Episcopalinnism, though not nn estublishe<l, wns, nt least, n 
recognised form of worship, thnt most of tl,o congregations appear to lmve 
ncquired much of the pewter plate which is in tl1eir possession to-clay. 
Mos� of the pieces which they bought then were flngons nn<l plntcs, tho 
chnhces or cups heiug, ns n rule, still in existeuco, ns many of tlie cleriry 
of tho time (17 45) hnd hidden theso pieces, lonving only the 11ngo;s, 
plates nnd lnvera to the Duke and his followers. 

About the middle of the eighteenth century a wnvc of desire seems to 
have swept over tho l'resbyterinn Church of Scotlnnd to niter their exist
in� church plnto to � more modern type. I?rom about tl1e year 1750
thts craze, . for thus 1t can only bo described, continued in vogue with
the most d1sas_t�ous �esults, nncl n:iuch vnlunblo silver plnte wns changed 
beyond rccogmt1on, e1tbor by nltenng or by melting down. It is needless 
to any thnt mnny of tho pewter vessels met tho latter fnte, ns they would 
not be thought worth the trouble of alteration. 
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The enrliest form of communion cup in use in both the Episcopalian 
nncl Presbyterinn Churches was, probably, the tumbler type, which hns 

before been referred to, nnd, whether of silver or of pewter, the form wns 
nearly nlwnys the snme both nt this time nnd Inter, for the pewterers 
were nlwnys rcndy to copy, where they could, the models of the silver
smiths. 

The Church ritual l>�forc the time of the Reformation laid grent 
stress upon the pnrticulnr way iu which the cup wns to be held, nnd the 
draining of tho wine to the Inst drop, nnd for this purpose the bowls of 
the pre-Reformation chalices were mude small. But the Reformers cared 
nothiug for this, their one idcn being to got o.wny from the chalice form 
altogether, nn<l so they either used the tumbler type, or mndc their cups 
with n largo bowl nnd prncticnlly no stalk nt nil (seo Plate XIV). 

In time, however, they returned to the type of cups with the stalk 
or stem, which wcro rondo in n vnriety of forms, nll howcYer having lnrge 
bow)i; (sec Plates XV. nnd XVI.), one type of tho silver ones of tho latter 
half of the seventeenth century having very large nncl shallow bowls with 
thick stnllu1, but it is doubtful whether cups of this sort were ever mndc 
in pewter, the mnterinl hnrdly lending itself to such n design. 

'!'he Bpiscopnlinn chalices were nt first very similar to tho type of 
cup iu use i11 tho Presbyterian Church, nnd ns it hns before been pointed 
out, they sometimes continued to use tho vessels of the preceding Church 
without nuy nlterntion, but on tho whole the churches of thnt form of 
religion where they dicl not use the tumbler typo would incline more to 
the type of cup with n stem. Somo of the Inter cups belonging to this 
Church show n distinct return to tho form of the pre-Reformation chalice 
with n small bowl nud in some cu.sea the stnlk is octagonal in section. 

In mnny cruJes the Episcopalian congl'egations were so poor that 
they hnd perforce to bo content with the form of cup which the pewterer 
hnd in stock, or for which he possessed moulds, and these moulds might 
chaucc to be for n cup of the type in use in the Presbyterian Church of 
the previous period, or of the loving cup typo as in Piute VIII., which un
douLteclly belongs to the latter period of t�e scven�centh �cntury, and 
which kind arc very mrely to be met with. Ep1Scopahnn cups or 
"chalices" ns they should more rightly be termed were v�ry �cldom 
decorated in nny wny, all tho ornament they possessed bemg m tho 
mouldings of tho base and stalk ; some cups, however, have tho sacred 
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symbols "I.H.S. " enclosed in n glory, engraved upon the front of the 
bowl. This, however, seems in many en.sea to have been added nt n 
subsequent date to thnt nt which the cup� were made. 

In the Presbyterian Church nnd Its offsho��, It wns often the 
custom to engrave the cups with the name of the mm1ster, �nd the church 
to which they belonged, together with the date nt which they were 
bought or present-ed, nnd sometimes a Latin or other motto �vns ndde�. 

Early Scottish pewter church flagons nre of n. very simple design, 
consisting of a body with slightly tapering sides, spreading out to form n 
baso which is finished off with n few mouldings; about half wny up there

is usually another bnnd of mouldings of a simple though nlways suitnl,le 
typo, whilst tho top or lip of the vessel wns finished off with other 
m�mldings equally plain. The lid, if the vessel possessed one, nnd it did 
in ninety-nine cnses out of n hundre<l, wns composed of a Himple piece 
of pewter very slightly beaten up or "domed" (PJnte XIII.), the hinge

attachment being very simple, and the thumb-piece being in the shape 
of what is difficult to describe ns anything except n double volute or two 
fem fronds, but a glance nt Plates XII. uncl XIII. will clearly show the

meaning. The lid wns attached to the handle by means of n hinge, pnrt of 
which wns cast in the snme piece ns the hnnclle, which latter wns in some 
cnsr.s finished off at the lower part in n shnpe somewhat resembling 
a horse's hoof. The lower pnrt of the hnnclle iu these early Hngous 
was soldered on direct to tho body of the vessel, but Inter on this pri.rt of 
the handle was fixed to the vessel by the ncldition of u smnll pipe-like 
piece of metal placed in between the hnndlo nod the vessel. As time 

r went on the sbnpes of flngons of this typo nltered very little, for the

craftsmnn still hnd the old moulds in his possession, nnd which being mnde of 
brass took a long time to wear out, nnd in the case of many of the vessels of 
this type it is almost impossible to tell those of nn enrly clnto from those of 
late eighteenth century mnkc. 1\Inny of the older flnrrons were without 
spouts, though this omission cannot bo taken ns an i;follible proof thnt 
the v:5scl is of any age, ns some of those mado during the latter hnlf of 
the eighteenth century are nlso without this feature thou"h of course the 
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maJonty .�e not, ·bu� it greatly depended upon tho whim of the pewterer.
The nddi�on. of a little drop or bnll just below the spout of a flagon
s�ems to md1cate that the vessel is either of late eighteenth or early
nmeteentb century make. The lids of the early flagons which were
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without spouts, had n smnll projecting enr of pewter just where the spout
ought to be, which feature is absent in flagons of a lnte date.

This flat-lidded typo of flagon which bus just been described seems
to have been tho kind most goucrnlly in use in the churches of both the
Episcopalian nnd Presbyterian forms of worship-from tho middle of the
seventeenth century down to the early years of the nineteenth century. It
docs not however nppenr to hnvo been nn entirely Scottish form of vessel,
ns such flagons idcnticn1 in shape, boa.ring London pewtcrers' marks, arc
occnsionnlly to be met ,vith. A pair of flagons of this sort made by u.
London crnftsmnn ure in nse to-dny nt the pnrish church of Duddingston,
a villnge near Edinburgh.

l\luch pewter of English nud more eRpecially of London manufacture
seems to lmvc been bought by both tho Episcopal and Presbyterian
Churches of Scotlnnd; why the Scottish clergy of tho Into seventeenth
century nnd tho eighteenth century went to the trouble of buying their
pewter church-pinto in London, when they could hnve got vessels of
nlmost similar types, nnd ccrtninly of quite ns good metal nnd workman
ship in tho towns of their own country, it is difficult to sec. It may
possibly hnvo been the desire for something new, coupled with n snobbish
iden thnt by going to the cnpitnl of England they would be in the
fnshion, nnd in so doing they were but following in the footsteps of those
above thorn.

Another typo of flngon differing somewhat from the plnin flagons
with flnt lids which have just been described, and which were for the
most part mndo in London, and served ns models for the Scottish
pcwtcrcrs of Inter times, nrc of n much more ornnmonted (but not more
ornamental) design, than those of the curlier Scottish workmanship, nnd
they Reem to lose somewhat in dignity when compnrcd with those of
the p1nin-lid<led type. This new English style of flngon appears
to have first found its way North nbout the middle of the eighteenth
century, and seems to hnvo soon Leen copied, though not to any gren.t
extent, by the powtcrcrs of Edinburgh nnd other towns (sec Pln.tcs VIII. 
and X.). They were enriched with several bands of mouldinrrs both at
�ho bnsc nnd �he lip, us well ns upon tho Lody of tho vessel� the lids,mstend of bcrng fiat, were of n dome shnpc, mndo up of n series ofmouldings, and the whole wns finished off with n knob or crest, which in thoInto English ones was often somewhat rococo in chnrnctcr. The thumb-

a 
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piece wns something of the style of nn in�erted comma when viewed fro�
the side, the handle in tho later ones bomg formed of n double curve m
the shape of an " a," finishing off �th another half " S," curve, .which
ended in a bnll, or a hoof-shaped piece ; the hnndles, however, m the 
earlier ones were made up of a single "2" curve, and the flngons them
selves were generally plainer in appearnncc. The Scottish copies, or 
rather adaptations, of these English Hngons were, on the whole, plniner 
nnd without tho lnrge number of mouldings upon the body nnd lid, 
whilst tho crest wns often of the typo to bo met with upon "tappit-hcns." 
A very good idea of the difference between the Sc.ottish nnd English 
typo of flagons of the two periods will be got from n comparison of the 
two sho,vn in Plate X., one of which is of English Into eighteenth 
century, and the other of Scottish make of tho older flnt-lid<lc<l type. 
A very fine example of flagon mndc by n London mnker at the end of 
the seventeenth century or beginning of the eighteenth, is Plate XI.
This is of an earlier type than tho English one which hM just heen 
referred to, but one thnt docs not scorn to linvc been copied by the 
Scottish Craftsmen, and n comparison of it with those of the latter hnlf 
of the eighteenth century shows that tho pewtcrcrs of both Euglnnd nnd 
Scotland did not improve in breadth nnd taste of design os time went on. 
In compiling n ect of rule.'\ for tho identification of pieces, one is met with 
contradiction upon many points, nod it is only by nn observation of tho 
general features of the majority of tho vessels, thnt nny general rules cnn 
be arrived at, but these more or less rough rules should help tho render 
to dnto n church flagon or cup within thirty or forty ycnrs of the nctunl 
dnte. On_e of the safest rules in <luting n piece of pewter such nB I\ flngon
or a cup, 1s that the simpler and bronder its design, nn<l its freedom from 
"_niggling" omnment in the shape of mouldings or crests, the older is tho
piece. The only ornament, in addition to mouldings, thnt the flnrrons of 
the Episcopalian Church bore, was, ng on the cups, the addition °of the 
sacred initials enclosed in a glory engraved upon the front of tho body, 
whilst in the Presbyterinn Church they generally bore tho same inscrip
tion ns did the cups. 

During the time of the second establishment of Episcopncy, 1660 to 
1688, as hns been before pointed out, mnny of the pewter vessels in use in 
the Church were supplanted by those mnde of silver, nod it seems to
have been the custom for tho donors of these silver vessels to receive the
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old ones made of pewter in exchange, which, in the thrifty spirit of the 
nge, they sometimes sold in their tum to some needy parish church. Thus 
in 1677, the Duchess of Lauderdale presented to the parish of Lnuder n set 
of silver church vessels, receiving in exchange tho old set which wns made 
of pewter, nnd in tho "Kirk Session's" records of Bolton, Huddington, 
there is an entry to the effect that in 1687 the minister of that place 
hnd purcbnsed from the Duchess of Lauderdale two fine English pewter 
flngons, which appear to hnve been tho identical vessels received by the 
Duchess from tho parish of Lnuder in 1677. 

The flngons in use in both the Presbyterian nnd Episcopal Churches 
in the seventeenth century nnd until tho middle of the eighteenth 
century appenr to hnve been of very lnrge size ; that shown upon Plate 
XI. is no less than thirteen nnd n half inches high to tho top of tho lip
(outside mensurement), and would hold nbout two gallons, whilst those
belonging to St Cuthbert's Church, Edinburgh (Plato XIII.), hold six
bottles of wine npiece though they nre of a smaller size than tho one just
referred to. As time went on these very largo flagons were found
inconvenient nnd mnny of tho congregations either sold or exchanged
them f vl' Lhoso of n smaller size ; this was the fnte of tho two English
(lagons belonging to Bolton Parish Church which were bought from tho
Duchess of Lnuderdnlo in 1687.

Pewter pntcns in tho Episcopal Church in Scotland were of various 
sizes, ranging in diameter from nbout three nod a"hnlf to nine inches. 
There is no doubt that, in many cnscs in tho early history of that Church, 
they were simply pewter plates of n smnll size, but where they were 
specially made they hnd very narrow moulded rims, nnd in some cnses 
had tho nd<lition of smal] feet. Like the cups nnd flagons they bore the 
sacred initials in o. glory engraved in tho centre. 



CHAPTER X ( continued) 

PART II 
'· 

SCOTTISH CHURCH VESSELS BEFORE AND AFTER TU£ REFORMA'l'ION 

A
FTER the wino flngons and cups of the communion service, the two

most importnnt vessels in both the Episcopnlinn nnd Prc.'ibytcrinn 
forms of worship, were those known ns the "ln.ver " nnd bnsin which were 
used in the sacrument of bnptism. 

The ln.ver which wns generally mndo either of pewter or of silver, 
but more often of the former, wns in the snmo sbnpe ns the wine flngons 
with spouts described in tho first part of this ehnpter, nnd wn." intended 
either ns n. vehicle to enrry wnter to fill tho font or bnsin, or to he used 
by the clergymnn to pour wnter over the child's fnce. 

There seems some doubt ns to which wns the correct way of using 
the laver, nnd the Rev. Thomns Burns in his book "Old Scottish 
Communion Plnte" is inclined to thiuk thnt both wnys were used in 
both the Episcopnl nod Presbyterian Churches nt first, though in Inter

times the net of pouring tho wnter on tho child's fuco would be confined

to the Episcopalians. 
Knox in his liturgy enjoins the minister to tnkc wntcr nnd lay it on 

the child's fnce, but no mention is made of the lnver nt this <lnte. 
At the time of the Reformation tho font.Ci in nll tho churcl1es were 

cast out, the Reformers having u dislike to them, hccnusc of their supposed 
llnpistical suggestion. Their place wns tnkcu by plnin bnsins sometimes
of silver but more generally of pewter ; and tho Inver, ns for na is possible 
to learn, wns not in use in the Church ut that time. 

In nll probability the lnvcr wns introduced into tho Church of 
Scotlnncl <l�ring the first estnblishmcnt of Episcopacy in 1617. Tho
net �f Pnrhnmcnt of �but date, (referred to in Purt I. of this chapter),
req�1red nU congregations to provide amongst other things a lnvcr nnd .
bnsm for the Sacrament of Baptism. As there is no mention in any
records of the Church of Scotland before thnt date of Iavcrs being

100 
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required for thnt Church's service, it seems to hnve been an Episcopo.linn 
innovation, nnd one thnt wns retained by both the succeeding Prcsbyterinn 
nud Episcopal churches, though they might differ in tho methods of 
using it. 

There seemB little doubt that some of the lnvers were mnde 
especially for the net of pouring wntor over the child's face and not for 
merely conveying the liquid to the bnsin, ns n few examples hnve very 
small orifices to the spouts. 

Such n vessel still belongs to tho Pnrish Church nt Kingsbnrns, the 
orifice of its spout being only one eighth of nn inch in diameter, nnd n 
lavcr belonging to Ol<l St Paul's Church, Edinburgh, hns n very much 
more contracted spout thnu n wine flagon of the snme period. 

\Vith the exception however of tho narrow spout nnd the fnct of its 
being Hmuller, ln.vers do not differ in nny wny from wine flagons of the 
period in which they were mndc. All lnvers nro more or less of the snme 
type, some have lids, others nro without, and others ngnin hnvo closed-in 
Rpouts to rcgulnte tho flow of the water. 'rhe Inver is frequently spoken 
of in olcl reconls, nnd tho word itself is tho Scots for n water jug; noel as 
they appear to hnvo been nn article of every dny use in Scotland from 
the Rixtecuth century down to tho middle of the eighteenth century, it 
is unlikely thut nt firHt nny special form of lu.ver was mndo for church use. 

\VJiut mny he considered un exception to the ordinary typo of this 
vc&;cl is the pewter Inver belonging to tho Parish Church of Biggnr (Plnte 
XVJI.); n.ct will bo seen from the illustration, it is more of tho Romnn 
nmphoru 1:1lrnpe. Tradition snys tbnt this particular vessel belonged to the 
church before the Heformntion nud thnt it w� used to contain the holy 
water. This mny or mny not be true, but there is no evidence one wny or 
the other. It is possibly, however, of n little Inter dnte thnn the sixteenth 
century, for on comparing it with tL French pewter jug of seventeenth 
century workmanship now in the Cluuy :Mu.scum nt Pnris, one is nt once 
struck with the strong rcsemblnnce. Thnt iu the Cluny :Museum hns n 
somewhat different handle which is perhaps the lenst graceful pnrt of the 
Biggnr vessel ; but iu other respects tho Cluuy jug is very similar, though 
of much more aruceful liues thnn thnt at Bi11r,ur, which thoub(Th showing 
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n great deal of chnructe1· in its design, is of n. somewhat squat nppenrnnce, 
with high shoulders, whilst tho other hns the more general sloping " bottle" 
shoulders. There seems vory little doubt t.hnt this Inver nt Biggar, though 



not of French mnke, wns most certainly mnde under French influence, 
possibly from some vessel brought over from France and used by tho 
Scottish pewterer ns bis model. This Inver appears to have hnd n lid nt 
one time, ns pnrt of the hinge still remains upon the handle. Tho handJc 
itself is the weak point of the whole vessel, and looks ns if the craftsman 
hnd lacked inspiration, nnd contented himself with putting on n bnndlc 
cnst in one of his stock moulds. 

Baptisms in the Church of Scotland in the old days were nlwnys 
regarded ns great occnsions, nod ns early as 1581 an net of parliament 
wns passed, which limited the number of people wl10 were nllowcd to be 
present at these fanctions. This net WM pnssed to prevent the people 
spending too much over the fcnsts held on these occasions, nnd umougst 
other things it ordained, that only fruits with other edibles gro,Yn in 
Scotlnnd were to be used at the fen.st, which, suppm�ing the season of the 
year to be winter, would limit tho giver of the fcnat ns well ns the guests 
to rather meagre fore I 

After the Reformation, bnptisms only took pince in the churches 
upon fixed Sundays, intimation of which were given to the congregation 
by the minister from the pulpit upon some previous Sunday or in some 
other way. Thus in 1588 it was the custom in Glasgow to ring tho 
church bell in a particular fashion when the Sunday for hnptizing cumo 
round. But these fixed Sundays wore found in time to Lo very 
inconvenient nnd n fow years later it was changed to every Sunday. 

Before u. child could be baptized in the Reformed Church of 
Scotlnnd tho parents hnd to show a certain nmount of religiouR 
knowledge, and hnd to nppear before the minister nnd elders nnd nnswer 
what questions the former might chose to put to them ; these questions 
not only bore upon their religion, but upon their social lives, nnd before 
their child could be baptized, the parents hnd to satisfy their Minister 
that t�ey were leading good lives, wont regularly to church, nud thnt no 
such vices as " swearing and banning" were prnctised in their homes . 

. In 1599 those parents whose chilw:en bud died without being
baptized hnd to appear at the church the next Sundny and sit in the 
penitent's sent clothed in snckcloth. 

. The Mi�isters sometimes made great difliculties about baptizing
childre�,. but m 16.16 rm net was pnssed which tbrentonecl with deposition
any Mm1ster refusmg to baptize a child. 

I 
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Baptisms of n private nature were always a vexed question in the 
Church of Scotland, tho usunl way being for the minister to bnptize the 
infont in church in view of the whole congregation; the spot chosen wns 
usually below and in front, or just nt the side of the pulpit. 

The desiro for tho publicity of bnptiHms hnd n great deal to do 
with tho dislike of tho Reformers against the fonts of the Romnn 
Catholic Church, which wore generally situated in n part of the building 
where it wus impossiblo for every member to hnvo n. view of the 
ceremony, nn<l it seems probnblo that tho congregntions of tho first and 
second establishments of the Episcopal Church nnd even Inter shared this 
idea, for the water for the sncrnment of baptism was contained either in a 
hnsin or Inver, nnd not in n font, down to compnrntively recent times. 

Baptisms that did not tnko plnco in n church were looked upon with 
horror by tho mnjority of Scotsmen of tho seventeenth century, nnd this 
view wns fostered by the clergy nnd ministers. But in 1621 nn net of 
Pnrlinment wns pllsscd which compelled tho clergy to baptize in private 
houses where required nnd not only in tho churches. Whether this wns 
a very obnoxious net or not, it is diflicult to say, but a few years later, 
in lGSG, nnother net wns passed which only gnve the ministers power to 
baptize in privato houses upon occasions when the child was too weak or 
ill to be brought to tho church. 

\Vntcr Heems tho usunl fluid with which tho ceremony of baptism 
wns performed in Scotland after tho Reformation ns well nB before, but 
Mr llurns notes thnt at the time of the Reformntion euch fluidB as oil, 
wine, nnd even spittle, wore used for this purpose. 1'he snmo writer 
mentions thnt in 1241 at Trondhiem in Norway the use of ale wns 
forbidden ns u. bnptismnl fluid. In the early Irish Church milk appears 
to have beon tho usual fluicl with which to perform tho ceremony. 

Tho basin which wns the companion piece to tho In.ver, was, like thnt 
vessel, usually mnde of pewter or silver; it was genernlly quite plnin, nnd 
individual pieces of the same period differed very little from one another 
in shape. 'l'hcsc vessels were of two or three diff ercnt types belonging to 
the various periods at which they were mnde. 'l,he earliest type, which 
seems to have been tho kind introduced at the snme time ns the Inver in 
1617 or possibly before, is one which is about nine or ten inches in

diameter and nbout two and n. ha.If to three inches deep, with u.lmost 
perpendiculnr sides, the rim being very narrow nnd finished off with n 
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few plnin mouldings. This type (Plntc �V.) continued to be used 
with other kinds until nearly the end of the eighteenth century. 

Another nnd Inter form of vessel wns that which wns more like the 
modem type of earthenware or china. vt1nsh-hnnd basin, with sharply 
sloping-in sides, nnd finishing off in a . sort �f bnsc or foot at the bottom.
The rims or edges were perfectly plnrn, still more or less nurrow, but 
drooped down and overhung the sides (Plntc VII.). Mnny of those 
belonging to the Episcopal Church arc ornumcnted in the sumc way as 
nrc the cups nnd flngons, with the sncrcd initials "I.H.S." in n glory 
cngrnved on tho bottom. Two examples of this kind of vessels may be 
noted nt the foot of Plntc VII. 

There is yet another type of basin which is not nt nll unlike that 
just described, but which differs from it in having no Laso or foot nnd a 
J>crfectly plnin nnd rnther broad rim, which, nlthough it overhangs the
Ride, yet docs not droop down (Pinto XVIII.). It is probable, that, like
the cups nnd lavers, there was no pnrticulnr form of hnsin mndc ,mlcly for
the use of the Church ut nny period of its history, hut that they were of
exactly the snmc pattern ns those of or<liunry domestic use. In thr
Presbyterinn nnd Episcopnlinn Churches, the bnsius were employed for
collecting the tokens nod sometimes the offerings of the Communicants
upon the Sundays when tho Sncrnmcnt wnR held as well as for lmptismnl
purposes (sec cbnptcr on 'l1okens).

Other pewter utensils, which were put to Rcvcrnl uses iu hoth the 
Scottish Churches, were plntcs both largo nncl RmnlJ. 'rho chief purpose 
for which they were employed wn.s in the collection of tho offortory. Iu 
the Presbyterian Church, the method wns to hnvo the plntc plnced upon 
a smnll table which stood just inside the porch of tho church, nnd the 
members of the congrcgntion coming in dropped their donntious into it 
ns they p�ed; every one wns supposed to give some coin, ancl to pa.r:is
the plntc wi�hout nt lea.st putting in n hnlf penny wns considered little
short of n crnne. For tho proper guarding of the pinto n 8tnlwnrt elder,
or even two, were deputed to stand by nnd sec tlrnt no unauthorized
pc�on. dnrcd to help themselves to its contcuts. This post was considered
� dignified one, nnd wns the ambition of mnny of tho elders, who took it
m. turns to perform this duty. This method of collecting the offertory is
still to be t · h · m_e '_Vit w mnny of tho Presbyterian Churches of Scotland,
but the prnctico 18 now mainly confined to those of the country districts,
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the collecting bng hnving elsewhere superseded this somewhat picture.squo 
form. 

In the Episcopnlinn Church the plnte was sometimes used in the snme 
manner ns in the Presbyterian form of worship, but it wns more usually 
plnccd inside the church nnd not in tho porch : nnd the more usual 
method wns to cnrry tho plnte round to each one of the congregation 
<luring some part of the service, ns is done at the present day. The 
bowl or basin wns also sometimes used for the same purpose. 

These collection plates nrc generally of n lnrge size, being seldom less 
tbun fourteen inches in dinmcter, nnd on nn average about one nnd a hnlf 
inches deep, absolutely pluiu, with the exception that, in many cnses, they 
were engraved with the nume of tho church to which they belonged, and 
the date nt which thoy were bought or given. Those in use in the 
Episcopalian Churches, for the collection from person to person, were n 
little smnllcr, ns they could be more easily handled for passing nround, 
nml they do not app1;nr to have been so deep. Like the Presbyterian 
Church plntes they often bore tho nnme of the church to which they 
bolongc<l. A somowbut curious collection plate belongs to the Episcopal 
Vhurch of the Holy Trinity ut Huddington (Plntc V. ). It is n lnrgc plute, 
acvcutcen inches in dinmctcr, of tho deep variety, nnd hns the addition of 
a c:up-ehaped receptucle in the middle, which no doubt wns mcnnt to receive 
tho moru vnlunble coins of the offertory. As its weight would preclude 
itH beiug carried ronud to ench person in tho congregation, it must have 
performed its functiou by beiug plnced near the cntraucc of the church. 

Auothcr use to which the pewter plnto wns put in the Presbyterian 
Church waH to contain the brcnd rendy cut up iu suitably sized pieces for 
the comwuniou. Somo of tl10 p]ntcs used for this purpose were very 
large indeed, uucl one such is still used nt the parish church of Duddingston 
ncnr E<liuburgh (Plnto XIV.), measuring twenty inches in diameter, nod is 
very massive in nppcnrnncc, heiug made in very thick metal. Upon the 
rim of tho plate nppeurs u coat of nrms, most probably those of the 
donor, und the outer edge is gadrooned. 

Auother use to which pewter plutcs were put in both the Episcopnl 
nu<l Presbyterian Churches wns to serve ns n truy for the flngons nncl 
cups, but ns such plates were generally of the flnt type in use in nll the 
houses of Scotland iu the eighteenth century nud before, it is unnecessary 
to describe them here. 


